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Lounging Tiger 

Laid out in front of me, I would guess she probably weighs around 900 pounds. 

Her orange fur was more brown than I expected, separated by streaks of black the entire 

way down her spine. Her paws must have been as big as my head, if not bigger. She is 

sleeping, and I’m not sure if she is real. She yawned as I stood three feet away from her 

head, stretching out for miles, extending her limbs as far as they would go. Her mouth 

opened to reveal a set of glistening teeth, the sharpest of which were at least three 

inches long. Staring down the cave that is her throat, I thought I would be scared, but I 

was not. I felt a strange sense of calm knowing this tiger was not going to hurt me. We’re 

a lot alike, this tiger and I. We were both just trying to protect ourselves from getting 

hurt. As she lay vulnerably before me, I realized that instead of automatically coming to 

conclusions about people's intentions, I should be more observant of the different ways 

people show their love to me. 

I love traveling. In the past few years I have been to Spain, Ecuador and the 

Galapagos Islands, Peru, Mexico, Costa Rica, Alaska, all around the US, and countless other 

places. My most recent trip was to Thailand last December, an adventure I had been 

wanting to embark on for as long as I can remember. I’ve always found traveling to be an 

escape, something to take me out of the small bubble that is my life and to give me some 
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perspective on the world. I take this belief very seriously, and I usually come to discover 

a lot of things about myself and what I find to be important in life on these soul-cleansing 

journeys. Part of the reason I find these vacations so important is because they keep me 

grounded and connected to nature and the animals that I share this Earth with. I was 

particularly excited for my Thailand trip because I knew I would be interacting with 

tigers and elephants- only the two most interesting animals on the planet. Lying skin on 

skin on top of a full grown elephant or tiger was exactly what I needed to feel 

reconnected with the world. 

Someone who shares my love of animals is my best friend Amanda. We met in 

seventh grade and even though we haven’t gone to the same school for the past two 

years, we still tell each other everything and talk almost every day. She is my other half 

and I always want what is best for her. Unfortunately, this leads to a lot of disagreements 

when she wants something that I know is bad for her, and vise versa. I know it is 

stubborn of me, but I never understood why she wouldn’t listen when I told her I knew 

what was best for her. On the other hand, I also did not understand why she would 

disagree with me when I thought I knew what was best for myself. 

I always forget how big the world is and how unimportant some of my seemingly 

devastating problems are. Whenever I travel I’m pretty sure there is a switch in my brain 

that turns on, lighting up my clouded thoughts and giving me much needed clarity. So, in 

that moment, standing there looking down the throat of that tiger, wondering why she 

wasn’t attacking me and questioning the calmness that I was feeling, I had an epiphany. 

She wasn’t threatened by me because I was showing her I was harmless by my actions. 
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People are always giving signs to show their intentions, I just need to be watching. I do 

not always need to be overthinking everything, dissecting every action that every 

person in my life makes. And in that same moment, I realized that Amanda and I did not 

need to argue. We were just trying to make the other person as happy as possible, and 

our difference of opinions were what made us fight. It wasn’t that we did not care about 

the each other, we cared too much. Since this epiphany I have come to realize since then 

is that most of the other problems in my life have equally simple solutions. 

Since my trip to Thailand, I have tried to become more like this tiger. I am more 

observant of my surroundings, and I try to be more clear about my feelings to spare 

others the confusion I often feel. Amanda and I are also better friends than ever, and I 

know that we will be for a really long time. I embodied the lounging tiger, and realized 

that we would not argue as long as we were clear about why we were fighting. When we 

disagree on things it is because we want what is best for the other person, and realizing 

this has made making decisions a lot easier. 


