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This book is dedicated to all the Freestyle Academy students
and staff-past, present, and future. Whether we've met or
not, each of you has contributed to my personal growth in

d specio\I way...
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Before we go on...

This book was written by me (Nadine Sheridan) so if it seems
like there is bias towards pm/animation students, my bad...
| intended to make this book as unbiased as possi'ole, but |

might have done some stuff unconsciously. Everything I wrote
should be written in this font, so if you didn't submit your

form, look out for this font...



Theve's

something uniquely magical gbout

the fivst day at Freestyle. Suve, the first day of school is always

memorable—but here, it's more than that. It \Misln’r be the TL\Y-ILL of Seeinf) the

vainbow of iMacs in the Digital Media room for the first fime, or ﬂ\e)oy of reuniting with

friends after a long summer apart. We kicked things off in the Film voom with 3 warm introduction to

what Freestyle is a|L about. From there, returning students led campus tours for the newcomers, makin3 sure Yo

capture 3 ciu'mk photo along the way. And, as tradition ca|ls for, we wrapped up the day the sweetest way we know how:
4 with an ice cream social.




NMOMA

Early in the school year, all Freestyle students—seniors and juniors, AM and PM
took a field trip to the MoMA art museum. Held on the first Friday of school
this year, the outing wasn't just for fun (though there was definitely plenty of

that). 1t was a chance to spark creativity and draw inspiration
from some of the greatest modern artists.
Whether students were sketching,
snapping ‘oko'l:os, or simplj Soaking
it all in, the

museum visit set

the tone for a

year of artistic

exploration.



Halloween

‘Who doesnT love a good parly during spooky scason? Al Freeslyle, Halloween is always a
celebralion—and this year was no eXceplion. The campus came alive wilh a colorful miX of
coslumes: some silly, some spook'y, and everything in belween. Each oulfil was a glimpse inlo he

personalily of the sfudenl wearing il, making the day as crealive as il was

fun. Belween the laughler, costume conlesls, and pholo ops, there was no
shorfage of sweel
{reals—enough lo keep
the fricks al bay.

and [he

{eachers

dress up
loo...




AHoco

This year's fall-themed Homecoming was
an absolute hit. The campus transformed into
a cozy celebration space, with board games
buzzing in the English room, pumpkin
painting in full swing nearby, and a
long buffet table offering warm drinks and
fresh pies for everyone to enjoy. Smiles lit up
every corner of the event.

A surprise highlight? The Jake Paul vs. Mike
Tyson fight, live-streamed in the Film room,
which drew a lively crowd and added to the
night's excitement. Between belting out karaoke
tunes and striking poses in the photo booth,

students made memories they won't soon forget.
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A sloecial thanks to our
homecoming plotrming team:

Kaylee
Nadine
Angel M
Ash
Deepa
Elai

Isaiah
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Concepfuol

In the Conceptual Project, Juniors explore abstract thinking
and creative risk-taking by expressing themselves through

unconventional forms like poetry, art, music, film, and web design.
They also build technical communication skills using professional

tools such as DSLR cameras, Wacom tablets, Adobe Creative
Suite, Pro Tools, WordPress, and Google Apps.

Art Reflection Video

Each year, Freestyle Academy
visits SFMOMA to reflect on awe-
inspiring art. Students write about
a piece that moves them, then

use Adobe Audition and Premiere
Pro to create voiceover videos,
exploring awe through storytelling,
sound design, and visual editing.

Lam, Sophie. SF MOMA Art
Reflection Video.

Conceptual Web Pape

Juniors created their first project wekgsites
using WordPress, showcasing Conceptual
work from English, Digital Media, and their
elective—Animation, Design, or Film. This
project introduced students to web design as
a platform for presenting multimedia work in
a cohesive, professional format.

Scan the QR code!

Experimental Film

This project introduces Junior
Film students to experimental
filmmaking by combining images,
sound, text, voiceover, and music.
Avoiding traditional storytelling,
students explore personal
themes and creative expression
through unconventional, non-
narrative techniques.

Kershaw Estelle. Luctus.

Zoefrope

Junior Animation students studied
traditional 2D animation styles and
principles of animation to produce
various kinds of frame by frame
animations featured in this gallery:
Zoetropes, Phenakistoscope
Wheels, Praxinoscope, Stop Motion
Paper Cut Outs, Stop Motion
Objects.

Clark, Jack. Zoetrope.
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Paper Stop Mofion

This stop motion project uses paper
cutouts to create animated scenes
frame by frame, allowing students
to explore storytelling through
movement, texture, and hands-on

creativity.
Lee, Vee. Paper Animation.

Name Photo

Design Juniors used DSLR
cameras to capture naturally
occurring, letter-shaped
forms in their environment
to spell their names. Without
staging or creating the
letters, students refined their
photography and composition skills, then edited the images in
Photoshop—combining technical learning with creative visual
exploration.

Jeng, Mailie. Name Photo.

Conceptual Phofogrdph)’

For their first Design project, Juniors
received a juxtaposed statement—
such as “the joy of being alone
in the dark”—and selected two
metaphorical objects to represent
each idea. Using DSLR cameras, they
crafted thoughtful photo narratives,

avoiding clichés and focusing Polika-Engle, Griffin. Hostility

on visual storytelling through = When Viewing an Eclipse.

symbolism and composition.
Flipbook

Reflections

The Reflections Project invites Seniors to explore the question
"Who am [?” through personal essays, then express their
insights visually through video essays, websites, mandalas, and
animations—while building technical skills using professional
tools like Adobe Creative Suite, Maya, ZBrush, and web
development platforms.

Core Values Animation

As part of answering the question of
the unit - “Who am 1?”, Digital Media
Seniors were challenged to learn and
use preset text animations in After
Effects for their 7+ Core Values in life.
Design elements include using color,
font-style, and animation to uniquely
convey each Core Value.

Delgo, Mia. SF MOMA Art
Reflection Video.

Reflections Video Essay

Senior Film students kicked off
the year by exploring the question
“Who am [?” through personal
essays and video essays, blending
storytelling and filmmaking
to reflect on their identity and

Leal, Felipe. Reflections Video reconnect with the creative

Essay process.

Aboriginal Art

This 2D paper animation flipbook
showcases frame-by-frame storytelling,
where students bring drawings to

life through traditional hand-drawn
animation techniques, emphasizing
motion, timing, and creativity.

Colace, Nicola. Kauri
and the Flower.

Phenakistoscope

Animation Seniors began the year
learning how to create 3D models in Maya,
ZBrush, and Substance Painter. These 3D
Renders include a range of various kinds
of 3D assets - buildings, tables, table
accessories, environments, and custom
designed weapons.

Driesen, Athena. Phenakistoscope.

Through this project students
explored Aboriginal Dreamtime
stories and created personal
origin artworks in Photoshop
using traditional dot, line, and
symbol techniques. They focused
on implied line, repetition, and
muted colors to reflect ancient
Aboriginal painting styles.

Montiel, Angel. Into the Clearing.

3D Assets

Animation Seniors began the
year learning how to create

3D models in Maya, ZBrush,
and Substance Painter. These
3D Renders include a range

of various kinds of 3D assets

- buildings, tables, table
accessories, environments, and

Husky, Lillian. Table. custom designed weapons.

Mandala

To explore the question “Who am 1?”,
Seniors designed Personal Mandalas using
lllustrator techniques like custom brushes,

reflections, and clipping masks. Their

black-and-white mandalas were laser-
engraved on materials of their choice, while
colored versions and process videos further
expressed personal identity and artistic
style.

Cedar, Stella.
On Knife-Edge.

Reflections Web Page

These Reflections Webpages features all E -+ E
Reflections related projects from English,
Digital Media and their elective class:
Animation, Design, or Film.

Scan the gr code!

Cursive Name

Students were challenged to write their
name in Photoshop using the Symmetry tool.
The Symmetry tool mirrored the writing on

a horizontal axis. They were required to use
cursive which was quite a challenge for them
since most of them don‘t know how to write
in cursive. The resulting images were then
printed on watercolor paper and students
used watercolor paint to symmetrically fill

in the various spaces. The resulting art is
displayed vertically with the upper case letter
on the bottom.

Vazquez-Mendoza,
Gloria. Cursive Name.

PSA

The PSA (Public Service Announcement)
assignment challenged students to investigate
a socially relevant platform with which to

base a poster meant to encourage social
change, to raise awareness and change public
attitudes, opinions, or even behavior towards
an issue. These messages can be instructional
or inspirational to elicit emotion and action.
Students used Adobe lllustrator for their

creations. Rhoadarmer,
Kayla. You

Drink What
You Throw.

13



/\/o.nro:H ve ]

The narrative unit works to ask the question “How well can you tell a
story?”

Short Story

Juniors wrote short stories, then brought them
to life as audio productions using Pro Tools, adding
music and sound effects. Each student also
created a unique album cover in lllustrator

Liang, Jerry. The Night
Before From.

llustrator Project

Digital Media juniors enhanced their
illustration skills by creating projects like
stickers, apparel, patches, and laser-cut art
using Adobe lllustrator, die cutters, heat
presses, lasers, and embroidery machines.

Cho, Elanie. Cranes.

Experimental Music

Digital Media juniors explored MIDI music
composition in Pro Tools, creating short pieces or
interstitials using virtual instruments like Mini
Grand, DB-33, Vacuum, Boom, and Xpand.

Qizilbash, Landon.
Experimental Music.

2D Narrative Animation

Intheir Project 2 Visual Narrative Unit,
Jjuniors created animations based on
original English stories, using Adobe
Animate, lllustrator, and Wacom Cintigs.
Audio was edited in Pro Tools and/or
Adobe Audition.

Chan, Joshua, et al. The Flight of
Calypso.

Exquisite Corpse lllustration

In groups, juniors used
Adobe lllustrator to create

Character Bio

In Animation, students developed
original characters with backstories,
then visualized them using T-poses
and personality poses, applying color
theory and shape language to reflect
each character’s traits.

Lam, Cade. Finnegan Hughman.

Farody Song

To learn layered audio editing, students rewrote song
lyrics, found karaoke tracks, and recorded their own
vocals. They mixed everything using Adobe Audition to
create unique musical remixes.

Narrative 1 Website

Juniors learned HTML and CSS to customize WordPress
themes, creating section banners for Narrative 1 webpages
that showcase their English, Digital Media, and elective projects
in Animation, Design, or Film.

Narrative Creatue

Students designed creatures based on
their story characters by combining traits
from three animals. They illustrated these
hybrids and their environments using
vanishing points and Adobe lllustrator.

Custodio, Anna. Geckeybe
Farctoctopus.

Narrative Fortrait

Design juniors brought their English story characters
to life by photographing classmates as models using
studio lighting, props, and backdrops, then enhancing

the portraits with Photoshop editing and lighting
techniques.

Bousse,
Maarten. Alexis.

Narrative Fil

Film students wrote short
screenplays based on
their English stories, then
filmed in pairs—learning
camera, lighting, and sound

Exquisite Corpse drawings— techniques. They edited their
each studentillustratinga  final narrative projects using

Barnett, Hannah, et al. Exquisite Corpse. ,
others’ work
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section without seeing the

Premiere Pro. Fuller, J. & Leung, K. Furry Friend.

ARRATIVE 2

Funny Compostions

Seniors in Digital Media used advanced Photoshop
compositing techniques to create humorous image
compositions, showcasing their skills in visual
storytelling.

Reall, Jane. Funny
Composition

Surreal Compostion

Seniors wrote original world stories in English, then
adapted them into screenplays for films, animations,
and more. In Digital Media, they used advanced
Photoshop techniques to create surreal images
representing their imaginary worlds.

Cheng, Weiyi. The
Future With No Hope.

Product Logo and Label

Design seniors created a logo,
label, and magazine ad for

a consumer product, using
marketing research on color, font,
and placement. The final project
was compiled into a triptych in
Photoshop.

Senior Narrative Film

Senior Film students advanced their
cinematography and lighting skills with
Canon DSLRs, creating ten-minute
screenplays based on original English
stories. They storyboarded, filmed, and
edited using Premiere Pro and After
Kostka, James, et. al. Narrative Film Effects, with some creating trailers.

Movie Foster

Students enhanced their storytelling by experimenting
with narrative perspectives and dialogue, creating
movie posters and book jackets for fictitious projects.
They also mastered studio strobe photography,

Patron, Lucy. Midnight Coffee Co..

Photoshop, and lllustrator for professional-level design.

Berry, Rachel. The
Highest Bid

Narrative 2 Website

TE The Senior Narrative 2 Webpages showcase all senior
1] projects from English, Digital Media, and their electives:
Animation, Design, or Film.

Music Recording

InMay 2023, the new campus featured a state-of-
the-art music studio. Seniors in Digital Media invited
local musicians to record, then mixed and mastered
their tracks in Pro Tools, showcasing the project on
linked websites in this gallery.

Vishwa, Dhrithi. Buy
Buy Buy!

Worldbuilding

Seniors created fictional worlds with

original characters facing various

conflicts. They developed a -5

page film-style treatment and pitch

presentation, incorporating real-world

research to enhance the themes and
conflicts relatable to their audience.  Hoffer, Kajsa, et. al. How to Kill an Angel

Book Jacket

Students explored

narrative perspectives

and dialogue in their

writing, applying advanced

techniques to create movie

posters and book jackets.
Chen, Sylvia. Faradox VI Book Cover

S0 Character

Senior Animation students created
3D models using Maya, ZBrush, and
Substance Fainter to bring their
designs to life.

Rennie, Maisie. Bunny lll

AD Narrative Animation

Senior Animation students collaborated
to write and animate their story, using 3D
models in Maya to bring it to life.

Rodriguez, Angel. et. al. Boo-quet

5D Layered Art & Video

Seniors in Digital Media created 3D layered art
using 2D stacks for projects like concept rings, light
boxes, and stacked wood art. They used lllustrator
for design, laser-cut materials, and documented the
assembly process. In After Effects, they animated
the 2D art in 3D space with virtual lighting and
cameras.

Dillon, Ash. Faradox of
Humanity



Around
The
Campus

Recording Studio

Photo Studio

Bathroom

Out of all the amenities schools offer, none is more heavily used than the bathroom. This 4 stalled,

2 sinked, attraction is loved by many here at Freestyle Academy. Though sometimes misused for 15

minute long breaks, the bathroom has received much praise by the people here a freestyle, saying
praise like:

“10/10. It's a really nice place to just sit and think”
“Ahh yes, bathroom review. Very spacious, 9ood sinks, but for some reason it's locked every so often.”
“Because the students are mature enough to not destroy
the bathrooms, they are intact which is sadly a very positive

factor.”

“Love the bathroom, glad they took away the 'bi9 brother watching you' sign cause it low
key scared me”

“Those bathrooms are lovobo\blj the best ones in the whole district. The one at LAHS,
especially the bo:js, is always disqusting; the ones here are always clean, and the doors
actually go to the floor and don’t have the dumb gaps. The only other one that goes all the

way down is one at LAHS, but they are very narrow and long, which is weird”

“Free tampons. Hell yeah.”



What Lies Ahead

Documentary

Right now, the juniors are in the middle of working on their
Documentary Project. For this unit, all of us in Junior Freestyle
were challenged to find a person or place in our local community
with a unique or powerful story to tell, and to explore the
question: “How do you authentically portray the untold stories
of your community?” Throughout the project, we focused on
doing solid research, telling stories 'I:m'tkfullj, and building
strong argumentsacross all our classes. In Englislr\, we interviewed
our documentary subjects and used those conversations—along
with outside resedarch—to write a Research Paper. In Design,
we took photos, collected images, and combined our interviews,
research, and quotes into a Photo Documentary Article or Book
using tools like Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, and Illustrator. In
Digital Media, we edited together audio interviews, narration,
music, and sound effects to credte dn engaging Introduction
Video. We also used HTML, CSS, and JavaScript to design a
Documentdry Website that showcased everything we made. In
Film, we used Adobe Premiere Pro to create a full Documentary
Film about our topic, and in Animation, we brought our stories
to life with Animated Documentaries made in Adobe After
Effects. This project pushed us to think deeply, create across
multiple mediums, and connect with the real stories happening

all around us.
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Explorations

After wrapping up the Documentary Project, the juniors moved
on to their Explorations Project. For this unit, each of us
got the chance to dive into a personal passion and develop
a sloeci{—'ic skill within our elective class—Animation, Design,
or Film—while focusing on 21st Century skills like creativity,
communication, and self-direction. We shared what we created
with our classmates as our Semester 2 Final. In Englisk, we
experimented with lyrical essays, bleno{ing poetry, storytelling,
and resedrch to express our ideds in a unique and creative way.
In Digi'to\l Media, we learned how to mix and proo{uce music
to complement our projects. All of our Explorations work is
featured on the websites linked in this gallery, showcasing the

wide range of skills and passions dcross the Junior class.

Humor

Right now, the seniors are diving into their Humor Project while
reading Slaughterhouse-Five in English. We've been exploring
how humor works not just to entertain, but also to sell products
dand make power\cul points about important issues. In class,
we've looked at comedy through all kinds of mediums—classic
literature, sketch comeo(j, stano{-mp, print ads, TV commercials,
political cartoons, speeches, and even songs. Along the way, we've
learned how verbal, written, and visual comedic techniques can
be used to grab attention and deliver d message. We've dlso
taken part in collaborative processes like improv and writer's
room-style brainstorming to come up with ideas for our own
humor productions. This project has challenged us to think
critically and creatively while still having fun with the material.

Zenith

The Zenith Project is the grand finale of the Freestyle
experience—a chance for seniors to ignite their passions and
push their skills to the highest level by creating the ultimate
project in their elective class. Whether in Animation, Design,
or Film, each senior chose their own focus, with guidance and
approval from their elective teacher. From March to May, we
planned our own timelines and took full creative control to
bring our visions to life. The challenge was simple but powerful:
“How do you ignite your passion and elevate your skills and
experiences to create your ultimate and most successful
Freestyle project?” The result was a wide range of personal,
skill-driven productions that reflect everything we've learned.
Some students created videos focused on special effects in After
Effects, while others took different creative directions—but all
of us documented our process and final work on individual
webpdges. In May, we came together with Juniors and Freestyle
staff to celebrate each senior's journey and final creation. The
projects featured in this gallery represent the heart of what
Zenith is all about.
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MR. FLO

THE BIRTH OF FREESTYLE

“I have two children. One is called Mia—she
was born in 2006. The other is called Freestyle
Acolo(ema—it wds dlso born in 2006."”

his quote wast he first thing Mr.Flo said my interview

with him and it perfectly captures his deep connection
to Freestyle Academy, a school that combines art, technology,
and storytelling into a unique creative education experience.
Before he became one of the founding teachers of this
innovative program, Mr. Flo was ‘teaching phjsics at Los Altos
High School. It may seem unusual for a physics teacher to
help lead a creative arts program, but he had a knack for
turning complex physics concepts into something students
could grasp and even enjoy. His passion and unique approach
co\ugh‘t the attention of the Los Altos Higlf\ School Princiroo\l,
who was assembling a team for the brand-new Freestyle
Academy. The principal saw something different in Mr. Flo—
something visionary. So, Mr. Flo wds invited to an interview.
He got the job, and the rest is history. Since then, he's been
shaping creative minds and blending each of their unique
traits, personalities and art in a way only he can.

TAKEAWAYS OF TONGA
f all his adventures, Mr. Flo often speaks most fondly
about his time in the Kingdom of Tonga. He was there
as Po\v‘t of the Peace Corps, workin9 and |ivin9 in rural
communities where he was immersed in a very
different way of life.
[oo\v‘ticulo\v, stuck with him:
he was Plo\r\‘tir\g

One moment, in

jo\ms
and
began
digging a
hole the way
he thought

was best.

But before he

could finish, he
was stopped

and gently

corrected

bj locals

who had
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970Wn
with this
kr\owleo(ge,

planting in ways shaped

by generations of experience. That small moment turned
into a liFelong lesson—one about humilitj, lis’cer\ing, and
learning before acting. Instead of assuming he knew

best, Mr. Flo realized the value of slowing down,
observing, and respec’ting others’ ex[oertise. It's a
philosophy he's carried into his work at Freestyle,
encouraging students to honor process, culture,
and collaboration before rushing toward their
own ideas.

MUS!C AND MACHINERY

r. Flo may not be a professional musician but
his passion for sound and experimentation
is obvious. He dabbles in almost all of the
instruments in the Vecordir\g studio, ﬂf\ough some
instruments challenge him more than others,
it only makes him respect musicians who can
play those instruments more. As of now, he's
picked up a few tips from fellow teacher Mr.
Cho about the guitar, our resident guitar
expert. As much as Mr. Flo is a master at
playing a range of different instruments,
his strength lies in being able to
guide students in music recording
and creation, help troubleshoot
technical issues, and open new doors

for them.
A SWORDSMAN AND A
MENTOR

hile studying at UC
WSo\nto\ Cruz, Mr. Flo
joined the fencing team.
There, he trained under a

former Olympic fencing codch, a man who wasn't just focused
on athletic form, but on developing character and wisdom.
Trdining sessions often paused for conversations about life’s
deeper questions: “What is love?” “What is time?” This balance
of discipline and introspection inspired Mr. Flo deeply. It
shaped how he views teaching—not just as delivering content,
but as guiding young people through their own philosophical
and creative journeys. That fencing codch became one of

Mr. Flo’s most influential mentors, reminding him that rest,
curiosity, and reflection are just as importo\n’c ds wovkin9

havrd.

SLOWING DOWN THE FLO

s yedrs passed and soccer became more physically

demanding, Mr. Flo found himself drawn to something
slower, quieter, dnd just as powerful—Tai Chi. He discovered a
studio and began taking lessons, falling in love with the calm
and control the practice offered. Now, between Design Media
and English classes at Freestyle, students can often find Mr.
Flo leading a short Tai Chi session. It's a time to breathe,
to ground oneself, dnd to transition mindfully between the
technical and creative halves of their day. One of his most
treasured memories is of a graduating class that surprised
him by requesting one last Tai Chi session together on the
day of their graduation. It was a small, serene moment that
captured the deep connection he shares with his students.

NADINE'S NOTES

eflecting on this interview, I can confidently say that Mr.
Flo was the perfect person to start with. I was nervous—I
didn't know if I had the confidence to interview the teachers
of Freestyle by myself. But talking with him, listening to his
stories, and seeing how open and genuine
he was made something click in me. I left
thinking, “I have to do this.” Not just for
me, but for the whole Frees‘tjle communi‘tj,
to capture the stories
of the people who make it so
specio\l. After that, I recruited

a
few
friends to help
with more interviews.
Mr. Flo set the tone—not
just because of what he said,
but because of who he is. He's the
kind of teacher who makes you feel
like you can try anything, and that
even if you fail, you'll learn something
valuable from the process. Mr. Flo
isn't just a physics teacher. He's
not just a musician, or a Tai
Chi instructor,
a former Pedce

or

Corps volunteer.
He's someone

who lives with
intention—someone
who believes in the
power of learning from
others, trying new things, and
staying curious. Most importantly, he believes in his students.
He gives them room to grow, room to Fo\il, dnd room to create.
Freestyle Academy wouldn't be
the same without him—and
honestly, neither would 1.




Nadine’s Notes
As someone who's had Mr. Greco as a teacher for two
yeavrs, I've come to see how deeply he invests in every aspect
of his students’ grow‘th. Whether we're o(iscussing persona\l essays,
meo(itolting ds a class, or o(iving into Ii’cero\rg o\nallysis, Mr. Greco brings a
sense of presence. He doesn't just teach, he listens. He remembers the little things
students say in passing. He values every opinion in the room, making space for voices
that might otherwise go unheard. English with Mr. Greco isn't just about grammar and
essays; it's about life, perspective, and finding the courage to express your truth. Personally,
I never expec’ceol to look forward to writing assignments or to enjoy mindfulness practices,
but here I am. His classes are where I've had some of the most thought-provoking conversations.
During the interview Mr Greco presented his goal as a “You don't always remember what a
tedcher actually tedches you in terms of content, but you'll
remember how d tedacher made you feel” and I can say
with absolute certainty, that 1 will remember
how Mr. Greco mdde me feel - seen,

heard, and loved.

an g



Mr. Taylor

I Know a Guy

hen long-time film teacher Sue Kiefer had to step away mid-year for
health redsons, Freestyle Academy found itself in a bind. Who could step in

to quide a group of film students throughout the rest of the year? As it turned out, the
solution came from a parent’s recommendation - a suggestion that led to a major
turning point for both the school and the tedcher who would come to shape
its film program. Mr. Taylor first came to campus during February break.
While the students were off, Mr. Taylor met with none other than Mr. Flo.
It took just 30 seconds of watching Mr. Taylor's past work and a casual

conversation before Mr. Flo was convinced: this guy needed to be at

Freestyle. For d short time, a substitute teacher sat silently in the

corner of the film room, while Mr. Taylor taught the class himself
because he did not hold the right credentials. He began the process
of edrning his substitute tedching license, followed by da long-term
credential. All the while, he worked 'tirelesslg to prepare each class,
sometimes staying up past 1:00 a.m. to develop lesson plans and
review student projects. What kelot him going during those long,
exhausting nights? His students. Even the smallest gestures of support
made a difference. A few Mountain View High School students who
had known him from his previous job at Oak School stopped by during

lunchjust to cheer him on and it meant a lot to him. Eventuallj,

his hard work paid off. Mr. Taylor was officially named the new

film teacher at Frees‘tgle Academy, stepping into a vole he now clearlj

cherishes.

Movie Nights

I f you've ever attended a Freestyle movie night, then you've already experienced one
of the most memorable traditions Mr. Taylor helped cultivate. 1t all started back
in 2015, when a student really wanted to host a movie night.
With enthusiasm and popcorn in hand, the group gathered for the first-
ever screening on May 22, 2015. The movie chosen bj popular vote? Blades
of Glory. After that experience, Mr. Taylor decided it might be better
if he picked the films himself—giving him the chance to expose
students to more refined and diverse cinema. He also remembered
what it felt like to be a teenager on a Friday night—either out

getting into trouble or sitting at home alone feeling like you were

missing out. Movie nights became his way of offering a better
option. In Mr. Tajlor's words, “It’s not so much about the movie...
It's about giving students a chance to hang out with some fun
people and a good community... where they feel like they belong.”
And that's what keeps the tradition alive. So if you haven't gone to
d movie nigk‘t yet.. well, now’s pvobo\blj the time.
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Favorite
Project

Narrative 1

[=]:5: 5[5

fs
[=]

Aidan Juliano

Favorite
Project

Documentary

oFn

OES

ity

Emma Beedon

Favorite
Project

Narrative Film

Mia Staulo

Favorite
Project

idk man

Carlos Buntz

Favorite
Project

Narrative Film

Oks, %30

S

[m] st

Landon Qizilbash

Favorite
Project

Illustrator
Project

Stephen Messner

A
b



Ben Kipnis

Favorite Of k20
Project

idk man E;-Lu:

Favorite Media

I have know idea

How am i supposed to know?

“Some hobbies, and

dctivities | loolrtolke

in outside of school
dre water [oolo,
exercising at the

gym, rock climbing,
playing guitar, and
occasionally playing
basetball”
- Ben K

Ben
McDonald

Favorite [q]
Project

who knows?

Favorite Media
Untitled

idk I didn't get a
title

“My core values dre
Empa’chj, Integrity
and Persistence”
- Ben M

Charlie

Schwartz
Favorite [m]%i:%[q]
Project i@l
Senior
Narrative

Favorite Creator
Steven Speilberg

I just have loved his
movies growing up
watching them and he
inspires me to do my best
in film.

"RIP Rivi”

Jane Reall

Favorite [a]:
Project

Worldbuilding
and Zenith E

Favorite Creator

Paris Cavanagh

She’s an insane
choreographer and
storyteller and I just
adore her creativity.

“There is a
stubbornness
about me that
never can bear

to be frightened
at the will of

others. My courage
always rises at
every attempt fo
intimidate me.”
- Pride and
Prejudice

“this is o website

dbout me”
- Adhan N

*I am marking it”

“AHHHHHHHHHH"

- Elai T

“I expect to keep up
good grades and do
movre volunteerin
work this school
5eo\r.”

- Feli[oe L

N
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Jessie Julia
Erb Kipnis

Favorite [m] Favorite [m]3:
Project Project

Jaz Livnat Julia Fung

Favorite [m]
Project

Favorite [=]F:
Project i<y

£ :
404 not found [m] Parody Song [m]q "y

Favorite Media Favorite Media Favorite Media Favorite Creator “Li "
' ive Laugh Love
gatekeeping None. Probably just we'll get it... eventually...  Jean-Michel Basquiat
redds vibes.

I love his style and the
message behind his
artwork.

“im literally better
“hey big brother” than you af
Connect 4"

the wifi was probably down

any second now

probably why they couldn't
submit
“I have been
spending some time
learning how to
mix music and D3J

“I've been told |
seem quiet and put

'toge‘tker, but once

“*Please join me on

“I also love watching
DM Zoom”

movies, some 0{3 my

favorites are: Paper
Moon, Frances Ha,
Fantastic Mr. Fox,
dand Almost Famous.
And Gremlins.”
- Jessie E

you get to know me
that is immediately
dismantled”
- Julia F

practicing downtown

on weekends when
the clubs close in
front of a taco
stand”

- Jaz Livnat
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Logan
Nilotruong

World-
building

Favorite creator

MICO
He was part of a musical
I really like, and I ended
up in a rabbit hole of his
solo music.

“Film is the best
elective (the person

I'm calling out knows
who they are)”

32

Mallory Mary Kate
Berent Outten

Favorite [m](:%%% Favorite OF==40
Project I Project
quack Documentary Eh
Favorite Media Favorite movies
quack quack The Notebook, Juno, and
2 L § L §
v e w Almost Famous!

I really like coming-of-
age movies!

“Fun infuses my life

and artwork with joy

A\Y
There are so man
and creativity” Y

- Mo\llovg B

beautiful reasons to
be happy.

Mia Delgo

Favorite Of
Project ;

o

Favorite Media

meow meow

LB

“Music has been a
huge part of my life

since | was little and 1

meow

could not live without
it”

- Mia D

Film
Greenscreen
Project

Each piece perfectly
fits each other, with the
different materials on
the shoes making them
feel almost alive.

“Photo Blogs <3”

>3



Ryan
Pacheco

Favorite [=]
Project

Junior
Narrative

[=]

Favorite creator
Martin Scorsese

I love his character
development in his
movies hes a master
at diving deep info
the psyche of his
characters, especially
in films like Taxi
Driver, Raging Bull,
and Goodfellas

*I did it my way”

- Frank Sinatra

34

Roberto
Artola

Project “Zaf K
Music P

Recording E )
Project

Favorite creator
Salvador Dali
He's chill

“Goated Bathrooms”

Thomas Yannick
Villablanca Slimani
Favorite [@]itx[@ Favorite [a]’
Project Project ;

no comment Eh Zenith E-
Favorite Media Favorite Media
clo\ssifieo( taste Madden/CFB

Its my biggest addiction
and I play almost
everyday.

bro must have higher
status than me

“I also am hjihg to
learn new instruments,
ds well as tovolcticing

“Best believe imma
go out fly”

pidno, as it is the

instrument | have

played the most.”
-Thomas V




Mks.

Her Story
he 2007 Great Recession hit hard dacross the country,
and public schools weren't spared. In the midst of all the
uncertainty, beir\9 dn art teacher at Nipomo Higk School
became more precarious than ever. Every year, the threat of
budget cuts loomed, and for Ms. P, that meant living with
the possibility of losing her job — agqain and again. She had
alreddy been “pink slipped” multiple times, a term used when
a teacher is officially notified that their position might not
be renewed the following yedr. It was nerve-wracking, but
somehow, edch time, she wds brought back. This year, the
principal even redassured her she'd be safe. But then everything
changed — the school brought in a new principal who didn't
say a word to her. With no communication dand no sense of
security, her anxiety deepened. Was this it?
Was this the year they wouldn't call her
back? Then came a phone call from her
dad. “Are you looking for jobs?” he asked.
She lied. “Yes,” she told him — but the truth
was, she hadn't started. That conversation
was the push she needed. She opened her
laptop and started searching for jobs
that could be a better fit — places where
creativity was valued, where she could grow
as dn educator and an artist. She scrolled
through page after page of listings until
she reached the very last page — page
seven. There, tucked away, was a listing for
Freestyle Academy. She knew immediately:
This is it. But there was a catch. The
application deadline was in just two days —
not nearly enough time to collect letters of
recommendation, transcripts, and all the
necessary loo\(oerwork.
Most  people might
have given up. Ms. P
didn't. She tracked
down then-English
teacher  Mr.  Jdack
Gordon dnd, with the
urgency of someone
who had found her
dream job, told him:
“You don't know
me,” she admitted,
“but this is my Job.
Don't hire anyone
until  you interview

n

me. Somehow,

against all  odds,
she got everything
submitted. Then
came the interview —
and to Ms. P, it didn't
go well. Her heart
sank. She walked out
feeling certain that
she had blown it. Days
passed, then her phone
rang. And on the other
end of the line was the
call that changed her
life. She got the job.

Her Four “Husbands”

Over the years, Ms. P has become a legendary figure
among Freestyle students — not just for her teaching but for
her personality, humor, and unexpected quirks. One of the
more beloved stories that circulated among students this year

was the gift she received: a slightly-larger-

than-life cardboard cutout of basketball
player Klay Thompson. That might sound
like o random joke gift — until you realize

Klay is one of Ms. P's four “husbands.”

Here's the full list:

e David Bowie: Ms. P's first love. So
influential to her, that she cut
her hair to match him, despite her
parents wishes. Bowie was a symbol of
unapologetic individuality, an icon of
self-expression who wore weird clothes.
She loved that his looks embraced the
unconventional. He showed her that
there were people out there like her—
creatives who didn't fit the mold and
didn't want to.

Angel Pagiin: The former San Francisco

Giants outfielder caught Ms. P's eye not
just for beir\g, in her words, “drolo dead gorgeous,” but also
for his passion and energy on the field. There's something
about the way he played that resonated with her.
Jason Momoa: A no-brainer for a beaclr\-lovir\g, womadn
like Ms. P. But what really earned Jason a place on the list
wasn't just his rugged good looks — it was his kindness. Ms.
P sees him as the whole package: humble, down-to-earth,
and genuinely real.
Klay Thompson: Ms. P has a deep appreciation for people
who defy expectations. And Klay, despite being an NBA
star, does just that. Before games, instead of blasting
music or getting hyped up with teammates, he quietly
sits and reads a physical newspaper. That blend of focus,
intelligence, and quiet cool? That's what made him her

fourth “husband.”

The
Design

Room

To someone passing bj,’che Frees’cyle Design room migh’c
look a little strange. 1t's often dimly lit, music humming in
the background, glowing screens lining the walls, and students
sprawled out across couches in deep discussion or lost in their
projects. But there's a reason behind every detail. The space
was designed — quite literally — to mirror a real professional
studio. It's not just the technology that gives the room its
magic, though the rows of Cintiq drawing tablets certainly
help. What makes the space special is the atmosphere. There's
a shared sense of community, collaboration, and creativity.
Students bounce ideas off edch other, give feedback, and push
edch other to create their best work. Even the layout of the
couches was intentional — it invites conversation, not Jjust
about art, but about life. Ms. P's curriculum doesn't only live
in the digital realm. She believes strongly in balancing screen
time with hands-on creative work. Traditional media projects
— like watercolors — are regular assignments in her classes.
These assignments have become favorites among her students,
giving them a chance to step away from technology

and reconnect with the tactile joy of
painting, drawing, and simply making
something with their hands.

That’s so Ms. P

What makes Ms. P such a beloved figure at Freestyle isn't just
her teaching o\bili’cg — it's who she is. She is unapologetically
passionate. She's expressive, vibrant, and deeply human.
You feel her energy the moment you walk into the
room. It's in the way she talks about her students,
the way she lights up when she sees someone make a
breakthrough, the way she celebrates weirdness and
individuality. During our interview, she shared little
stories that paint o vivid picture of who she is. As
a child, she used to dream about being
a jewelry thief — not for the crime,
but for the glittering piles
of jewels she imagined
hoarding. She would
wake up disappointed
that the diamonds
weren't real. Her favorite
animal? A black panther.
One that she can imagine wearing
a giant rhinestone-studded collar and
walking beside her on the beach.
One of the most surprising things about
Ms. P? Her age. When we spoke to her,
both Kaylee and I assumed she was much
younger than she actually is. She radiates such
youthful energy dand curiosity that it feels like she belongs
right alongside the students — not just as a tedcher, but das o

fellow creative mind.

Nadine’s Notes

'm not da design student myself, but I've heard enough stories
to know the impact Ms. P has had on those lucky enough
to be in her class. The long conversations, the thoughtful
critiques, the laughter, the tough love — all of it shapes her
students in ways that go far beyond art. While I can't capture

every lesson she's taught or every memory made in
that dark, glowing room, I hope this piece
preserves d little bit of what makes Ms. P s0

special. And whether you knew her for
her watercolor projects, her cardboard
husbands, or just her unbeatable enerqy,
one thing's for sure: Freestyle
wouldn't be the same
without her.
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Favorite Favorite

Project Project
e S l “ Documentary Docgrgjl?tary

F;VC?”te Griffin Polika-Engle Hannah Barnett
roject

Favorite
Project

[llustrator

it vanished :
Project

Favorite Favorite
Project Project

[=] S el

gone rogue Narrative Story

Anna Custodio Christopher %‘%@
reen b L
G R
Favorite Favorite Favorite
Project Project Project Josheline Lara Maarten Bousse
Open House
[llustrator PF?DSTGF and All the music
Project lllustrator projects
Project )
El J-::E I:'Eﬁ: b ..' it 1 o
I‘,ﬂ.ﬂ ?j‘%qﬁ At Favorite Favorite
EIREE L Sty Project Project
) ) ) Documentary Documentary
Elaine Cho Jerry Liang Justin Hung
OkeA0
O

O 0

Favorite Favorite Favorite
Project Project Project .
: : Sophie Lam Zoya Kalavade
Documentary Documentary lllustrator
Project Project Project
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Neniors

Design

: Akshay ' Deepa Bala
Bryce Lin Charlotte Van Chloe Walters ~ Emma Tan Menon Angel Montiel P Dhrithi Vishwa
Kerschaver
o Favorite
Favorite EIF-,:..*.EI Favorite EI'.'-JT:EI Favorite Project E IE!

Project !F H mﬂ
PER;

Watercolor — |nifigit3wse
Name E._ ﬂ!
Favorite Artist
Hayao Miyazaki

| love his art style for all of
the Studio Ghibli movies.

Favorite

Project

Explorations
Project

Favorite Singer
Frank Ocean

His music has inspired and
helped me through many
difficult times.

“Work Hard in
Silence, Let Your
Success Be Your

Noise” - Frank Ocean

Favorite EIF""’-‘:}'.t.EI

Project &H .1-
Probably me  latirtas v
zenith but it's Eﬂ.ﬂ

not done yet
Favorite Singer
Lauryn hill

I love her style,voice and
her core values

“Inmate 100031470
is about to be
released”

Project Eﬂ.
.#..'!'
Zenith Ep*'h‘#

“Be kol!oloj"

Project

Favorite Song
“Whalien 52" - BTS

“If | agreed with
you we'd both be
wrong.” - Some
random quote | got
off Reddit

Favorite Musician
VIOLENT VIRA

“To survive is one
thing, to live is
another.”

=]t

Favorite Media
she never even made it

to this question

“Hilll”

Favorite Musician
beabadoobee

“caffeine free!”

4



Design

Kayla
Rhoadarmer

Favorite
Project

I[lustrator
Project

Favorite Musician
Daniel Caesar

love his music

"if there’s no wind,
rho”

Kelsey
Khazam

Favorite .
[=1;

Project EZ&

Documentary '-';?I_ '_,_

Project from E:‘E‘.‘_:_, et
Design

fag

Favorite Musician

Frank Ocean

| really like his music

“Money can't buy
happiness, but it can
buy Taco Bell, so
that's pretty much the
same thing”

Sorry Mr. Taylor!!

Lulu Duarte

Lucy Patron

. Favorite [w] grs=[m]
Favorite [@]fe.f2[m] i h--'r""‘_i.*'!-- d
Project ;;".'El"ﬁfl [ Project 1=!5%,q_"¥.':}r
':". @:}r Product label  1XHd t i

wnior il U R
Narrative in E;{fﬂ, r esign . v
film last year!

Favorite Movie

Waves
| love the soundtrack,
actors, and
cinematography!

Favorite Musician
Ms. Lauryn Hill

| just love her lyrics,
production, pretty much
everything about her
music.

“I'am just Mary, |
am a girl and | have
opinions and I'm
just me. I'm not
everyone's favorite
and thats okay. | work
for me, myself, and I.
And | am myself.”

Gloria
Vazquez
Mendoza

Favorite [a] [=]
Project iy
OE=
Favorite Singer
The Weeknd

“Yes, | have two
last names. | do
NOT have a middle
name.”

Kaylee
Jampayai

Favorite
Project

[=:
Favorite Band
The Crane Wives

"When people tell
me ‘you're gonna
regret that in the
morning’ | sleep till
noon because I'm a
problem solver”

Neniors

lLeo Burns

Favorite
Project

E HC

Favorite Musician
Atsuover

“Songs are like
hugs that mouths
give to ears” - Mabel
Pines, Gravity Falls

Sylvia Chen

Favorite
Project

Favorite Fashion
Designer
John Galliano

"Proceed
straightforwardly
and successfully,

ascending to great
heights with a
promising future”



Desi

Noam
Avrahami

Favorite
Project

PSA Poster

Favorite Game

Rhythm Heaven
Rhythm Heaven has catchy
music, fun gameplay, and

quirky visuals!

"Every moment can
be memorable, so
long as you invest in
that moment.”

Rachel Berry

Favorite .

-
Project !EEI?E.IIAE
[,

Worldbuilding - [m] &

Favorite Musician
Del Water Gap

Each of his songs vary from
each other and | love his
creativity!

“I'am 100% certain
that | am 0% sure of
what I'm going to

dOH

g Samay William

Shanmugham Oshaugnessy

Favorite AP
Project H .: H Tk PrOJeCt
y left it blank for "1._:;#

Documentary dramatic effect E'.;l s, ]

Book

Favorite Artist Favorite Media
Vincent Van Gogh to cool for content

He creates unique artwork. probably on a media detox
right now
“He creates unique 4 :
artwork” “Hi, I'm Will a
junior at Los Altos
highschool , I'm
on the swim and
waterpolo team.”

-Will O

Nenior

Val Vaddi

Favorite
Project

oz

Favorite Series
Cowboy Bebop

“are you sure?”




At

%/!/megt{?mé/y Member

r. Cho might be one of the newest members of the Freestyle family,
M but he's already become one of its most beloved. With his scarves,

is quitar, his stories, and his experience, he's made a lasting impression
on everyone lucky enough to learn from him. Before he stepped into the
Freestyle classroom, Mr. Cho was already something of a legend in the art
education world. He held teaching and leadership positions at institutions
like the Art Institute of California (San Diego and Orange County), Cypress
College, Irvine Valley College, ArtCenter College of Design, and the Orange
County School of the Arts. It's no surprise that other schools have tried to

Green Day dnd the soulfulness of Gary Moore.

recruit him away from Freestyle
— and honestly, who wouldn’t
want someone with his résumé?
But Mr. Cho stays, not for prestige or promotions, but for something far simpler:
he loves his job, and he loves his students. He's said it himself — there’s something
special about the Freestyle environment, something that fuels his passion and keeps
him coming back edch year with new ideds, new energy, and yes, new scarves.

M. It ctar

It's hard not to be a little starstruck when Mr. Cho picks up his electric
guitar. But his musical journey started long before his current rockstar phase. As a
child, he first learned to play the cello, then moved to classical quitar at age ten.
His early years were filled with delicate melodies and intricate fingerpicking. But
as he grew older, he bego\n to crave something more loowerfu.l, more expressive. So,
around the dge of 40, he picked up an electric
guitar and never looked back. Today, he plays
with the same intensity and emotion that he
brings to his animation work. His playlists span
genres and generations, from the haunting
sounds of Radiohead to the raw energy of

Searfe!

It's hard to separate Mr. Cho from his signature
scarves. Whether it's raining, sunny, or somewhere in
between, he's often spotted with a stylish wrap around
his neck. As it turns out, it's a habit from his days living
in colder climates like Korea and New York, where scarves
were ds common asjdcke’cs. Now, even in warmer weather,
he says he just can’t tolerate the cold, so the scarf stays.
And honestly? It suits him.
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Favorite
Project
/(/m/m tive

Animation

Albert Kuo

Athena Driesen

Favorite

Project
Narrative

Animation

Favorite
Project
Stop Motion

An;’maﬁom

Nieola Colace

48

gm&rg

Favorite

Project

Illustrator Project

Faveorite
Project
Puppet Animation

Jaidyn Pham  Jochua Chan

Fava ritfe Fava rite
Project Project
Narrative silence s[oeeks

Animation wonders

Serenna Brown Tyler Buhr




Favorite

R EI

m'i??i%

Favorite Media

oh no

they blinked and the
deadline passeo(

Project
whoo ps

“Hola! Soy Juan

Va\zquez Y yo soy
un dlumno de
MVHS en mi ano
Jut’\ior."

- Juan V

Favorite EIF-’.ET‘.EI
Favorite  [a] Project l-"fl,ﬂ: 3l i

'i']: '!.|.+ 1 "

Project '!'l% 1* Worldbuilding £
El’%.v

Cyrr’ca/ Ercay -"'-"I ﬁ:

and Zenith
Faverite Band
Faverite Media
Identity I/

The Smiths
Theyre cracked just take a
Decpite not playing the

listen to their rank album,
I uced to listen to them 5
hours a day 5 days a week

game for years, it still
holde a special place in
for like two years.

my heart, ac I will always
love ite characters, their
backetoriee, and the overall
concept. I havent kept up
with the game, so it’c likely
very different now, but T
cherich it a¢ it was when I
was <till playing. However,
I don't micc the ctrecs of
ranking. That'e staying in
the pact.

T really
going to micc thic.”

Kajsa Hoffer

Favorite
Project

Favorite Creator

]eﬁr Swith

“YVeeeosowwweh!”

Achley Dillon

Favorite E -
Project

Favorite Series
Love, Death, and Robots
Netflix Animated Series

Uike ic a blank can-

vas, make come art!”

Angel Rodriguez

Faveorite
Project

Favorite Creator
Cole Bennett

Lillian Ha(’ky
Favorite =] =]

Project 2
[x]

Favorite Series

Percy Jackson Books

‘Uike is g00d :)”

“We live in a cociety”



Nadine Sheridan

Favorite Project

This yearbook?
maybe...

Faveorite Movie

Cars

I can't explain why I love thic movie

¢o much. I hate cars. I hate driving.
I hate the desert because ite hot and
has no plants. Yet, comething about

the ending gets me every time.

“You cant stay in your corner
of the Forest waiting for othere
to come to you.

You have to g0 to them
cometimes.”

—Winnie the Psok

Ctello Cedar

Favorite Project

So far, my Zenith
Project

Faveorite Band
Bring Me The Horizon (for now)

Their newer blend of metal with
electronica/hyperpop is right up my
alley!

‘enjoy life, be silly :p”

M/efy/‘ Chehg

Favorite Project

Senior Narrative

Animation

Faveorite Game

Genshin Impact

*Genshin Impact” featoree a vast
open world with ctunning visuals,
allowing playere to freely explore
diverce landscapes and cultvrally
distinct natione. It unique elemental
combat syctem and diverse character
combinations make battles ctrategic
and engaging. The game offers deep
ctorytelling with well-developed
characters, enhanced by high-quality
music for an immercive experience.
Continvous vpdates and crocs-platform
support ensure long-term enjoyment for

/:/ayekr.

‘Wever be late, especially for
presentation a/ay./././ ’

NI
o)



Random Stories

“One day, the wind was so strong that all of the tables and
chairs dnd other things in the courtyard started blowing all
over the place. Ms. P. mandged to mobilize the design seniors
and recruit some people from animation to stack the chairs
and put everything dway. So I want to shout out Ms. P. for
helping take care of the campus and the students for braving
the wind.”

“I danced the Macarena in a Mo-Cap Suit”

“Ms. P's neon pink frosting and pitch black cake with glitter

scares me.”

“My Japanese teacher walked through the Freestyle campus
while I was in English and it scared the hell out of me "

“Kaylee put aluminum in the Design microwave and | watched
Lillian put out the fire”

“Pm design seniors gave Ms. P a life size cardboard cut out of

Klay Thompson for her birthday.”

“Extreme wind flipped half the ping

pong table over.”

“We ran out of burger so I asked
Mr. Greco to fried a break for me
instead.”

“Last year's prom wds on my
birthday so | had my birthday @
Freestyle”

“In film one day Mr.T had us do

a photo scavenger hunt type thing.

And one of the photos was getting a
stealth photo of Mr.Flo. Was pretty silly.”

“One time | forgot when class ended, so | ended up running
after the moving shuttle waving my arms and screaming stop.

Good times.”

“Gordon figured out where he wds in Geoguessr by looking at

the pavement.”

“I spent most of homecoming watching the Jake Paul vs Mike
Tyson fight *

“Mr. Greco dressed up ds Gregor Samsa from the Metamorphosis
for Halloween, which basically meant he wore a cockroach suit

54

with a name tag that said “Hello my name is Gregor” and it
was hilarious.”

“We held a sednce in the Animation room using the fall party
props and Mr. Cho was very concerned. There was also a stained
chair with like some sort of yellow liquid that we deemed “the
pee chair” that continually got more eroded with time.”

“Someone gave me something called the Silly Test. I never had
the chance to finish it.”

“We learned about the backstory of
the cactus that's outside of the film
room, with the plastic face parts. 1t
used to belong to the previous film
teacher, and now Mr. T takes care
of it. I've send photos of it almost
everyday to my friends at LAHS,
even after it got live!”

“I think it was that time where we
were reading “Red” by John Logan
and a lot of us accidentally swore
(because there were swedar words in the book), and swore
backwards “god damn” ----> “damn god

nn

“

“I saw Mr Taylor as a render in blender...
“we went to the freestyle dungeons”
“singing hard times by paramore at the holiday party”

“the wind blew all the turf up and it looked crazy”

“I was suspected of being an alien.”

“I beat the green screen curse - anyone who volunteered for a
green screen dctivity we did in film would ledve Freestyle early.

And 1've beaten the curse, at least for this year.”

“During finals week it was so fun to hangout in the recording

studio and play house music and do karaoke with friends.”

“Mr. Taylor thredtening us that he will make us cry for some

redson.”

“Got to hang out a lot more with my friend Mason (he'’s so
cool) who | haven't seen in a while”

Praisc for Freestyle

“Gives people both the facility dnd the supportive community
to redch their full potential (at least here)! (This is

anonymous right)”

“I'am so grateful for all of the opportunities freestyle has
offered me these past two years. It's been great to see our
freestyle community get closer and see our skills improve over
the years. Freestyle is o place that made school something |
looked forward to and there really is no other place like it. |

will forever cherish the memories | made here.”

“Thanks for making this dn open ledrning environment and
it makes it easier to talk and connect to people. Also thanks
for convincing me to go to school everyday”

“RAAAH!!I YEAH!! wooo!!!”
“1 love you guys!!!”

“I entered das a first year senior, but regardless of my short
time here, I've felt more connected to a school than I'd ever
been before.”

“I liked hanging out with my friends, creating cool and
unique projects, and getting the opportunity to learn how to

use equipment | otherwise wouldn't have.”
“Nice campus, nice loeolole"
“Freestyle lets you do so much awesome stuff!”

“It can be fun, it can be daunting, but at the end of the
day-- it's something different from your typical high school
experience. | think having that change of pace was crucial to
preserving my sanity over the past two years.”

“THE ONLY REASON TO COME TO SCHOOL -- FREESTYLE
ACADEMY”

“I liked the community there and getting to talk to people I
wouldn't get to talk to at school.”

“i like the bathroom”

“I'm so grateful for Freestyle and all the opportunities and

resources it has given me. This lolo\ce has ’cmlﬂ made my
highschool experience much better.”

“The Cintigs in the Animation room are HEAVENLY. Those
things are honestly a good enough reason alone for joining
Freestyle as someone who loves digital art. I'm also so insanely
grateful to Freestyle for giving me the opportunity to make
all my beginner mistakes in the animation/artistic process
and learn how to actually manage my time during these
kinds of projects before college, and in a setting that's
extremely forgiving. If my first experience with large-scale
artistic projects under tight due dates was in art school, then
I would definitely be doing horrendously.”

“it's really useful for technical skills”

“No meme this school was the best thing to ever happen to me
I'm so thankful for it everyday.”

“It's a really cool place with nice teachers”

“So glad we have a place to actually learn all these Adobe
apps dand get good with advanced technology, like other
schools don’t even have this opportunity.”

“Freestyle Academy is a great way to explore passions for
Design, Film, Animation, and Digital Media in general,
especially with the edsy access students have to advanced and
professional equipment such as cameras, Wacom tablets, audio
software, and more.”

“its so fun and exciting i love the experience”

“I love Freestyle!”

“ absolutelg love the work environment here, it's so laid
back dnd makes me feel relaxed. I also really can see the job
potential from a lot of the material I've learned from here.”
“Freestyle is a pretty dope school and frankly 1 do
recommend it towards people who genuinely wanna expand
their creativity

“Surpvisin9|5 entertaining with a great community”

“You get tons of equipment and resources that you've allowed

to use!”
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here’s to the memories...
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About the Author

Hi! I'm Nadine Sheridan, and I'm often
recognized for my deep love of plants and
birds—especially my own. I'm a student in

the Animation program at Freestyle Academy,
where | was honored with the Freestyle Award
for Excellence. I've made countless memories here,
and | hope this yearbook captures and preserves
some of the best ones for all of us. This fall, 'l be

a’ctending UC Santa Cruz to pursue Plant Sciences.

I'm bejono( excited to continue leo\rning and growing

(pun intended) in a field that I'm truly passionate adbout.

While this yearbook may seem like a solo effort, I absolutely could

not have done it without the support of so many dmazing people—especially

these two:

Cover Designer

Ash Dillion is o fellow Animation student at Freestyle
Academy and recipient of the Freestyle Award for
Advancement. She designed this yedrbook's stunning
cover—seriously, she nailed it. Ash is an incredible
artist, a cat enthusiast (especio\llj her own, whom |
also adore), and a truly wonderful friend. Next year,
she'll be heading to Chapman University to double

major in Animation dnd Biologica\l Sciences.

Biggest Supporter

Kaylee Jampayai is, in my opinion, the glue that
holds the Freestyle PM seniors together—and quite
possibly the rest of the students too. From organizing
parties to lifting everyone's spirits, Kaylee is a great
person. I'll always be grateful that she copied my
biology homework in 9th grade—otherwise, we might
not have become friends for another two years!
Kaylee will be attending De Anza College next year,
where she plans to major in History and pursue a
career in Library Sciences.

Special Thanks to:
+ The Freestyle Teachers

. The Frees’cjle Princilole

+ Our amazing Jani’cor

. All the supportive parents and donors

Freestyle wouldn't be the same without you!
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