Karen Chien,
Student, dancer, hairstylist, actor, performer creative
Karen’s house, Feb 1, 2025

00;00;00;27 - 00;00;02;17
Everything's recording.

00;00;02;17 - 00;00;03;07
Hello?

00;00;03;07 - 00;00;06;08
Athena's recording devices. Yup.

00;00;07;10 - 00;00;09;05
Okay,

00;00;09;05 - 00;00;09;15
Chris.

00;00;09;15 - 00;00;12;00
I'm ready. One.

00;00;12;00 - 00;00;13;14
Oh, wait, wait.

00;00;13;14 - 00;00;14;04
Okay.

00;00;14;04 - 00;00;15;12
What is your name?

00;00;15;12 - 00;00;17;22
Karen Chen.

00;00;17;22 - 00;00;20;13
Or in Mandarin, if you want to move.

00;00;20;13 - 00;00;22;00
Yeah.

00;00;22;00 - 00;00;22;13
Okay.



00;00;22;13 - 00;00;24;06
| need you to, like, introduce yourself.

00;00;24;06 - 00;00;26;19
Tell me a little bit about yourself.

00;00;26;19 - 00;00;28;15
Hello, my name is Karen Chen.

00;00;28;15 - 00;00;31;22
| am 16 years old
and | attend Mountain View High School.

00;00;33;13 - 00;00;34;14
I'm a kid. Sorry.

00;00;34;14 - 00;00;37;09
| was born on July 18th. 2008.

00;00;37;09 - 00;00;41;20
And, my favorite things to do are dancing.

00;00:;42;17 - 00;00:44:23
So theater and drawing.

00;00;44;23 - 00;00;47;26
And doing people's hair. Yeah. Okay.

00;00;47;26 - 00;00;50;25
And then, when you said how old you were.

00;00;50;25 - 00;00;53;05
| don't know that question.

00;00;53;05 - 00;00;55;09
How much money did you get for
Chinese New Year?

00;00;55;09 - 00;00;57;22
Oh, actually, | didn't get much. Okay.

00;00;57;22 - 00;00;59;00
Itis kind of a lot. | got.



00;01;01;08 - 00;01;04;07
120. Oh oh 140.

00;01;04;12 - 00;01,08;02
But my parents liked they tax me,
you know, | have to pay them.

00;01;08;02 - 00;01;08;24
Yeah, half of it.

00;01;08;24 - 00;01;11;14
So | actually only got like $60.

00;01;11;14 - 00;01;13;11
But that's not like,
not only like I think.

00;01;13;11 - 00;01;14;02
Well yeah. Yeah.

00;01;14;02 - 00;01;16;13
For, for my 60 bucks like thanks.
Thanks, gramps.

00;01;16;13 - 00;01;18;11
Yeah | bought, | bought blind boxes.

00;01:18;11 - 00;01;19;27
And so my parents were like,

00;01;19;27 - 00;01;24,01
give us, give us because you owe us debt
and that isn't good for them.

00;01;24;02 - 00;01;25;22
Like, they're like, you need a tax.

00;01;25;22 - 00;01;29;04
Like they're collecting tax
because | live in their house.

00;01;29;04 - 00;01;31;27
And I'm like, okay.



00;01;31;27 - 00;01;33;02
Yeah.

00;01;33;02 - 00;01;34;16
Okay. Oh. Do you have any pets?

00;01;34;16 - 00;01;35;14
Weird enough. Yes.

00;01:;35;14 - 00;01;37;27
Name's Einstein and he's a guinea pig.

00;01;37;27 - 00;01:38;24
And he's pretty smart.

00;01;38;24 - 00;01;41;26
| think his 1Q is like 3000
because he escapes every day.

00;01:42;15 - 00;01;42;22
Yeah.

00;01;45;07 - 00;01;47;22
When did you start your creative journey?

00;01;47;22 - 00;01;50;22
Okay, let's start this juicy question.

00;01;51;24 - 00;01;52;25
| was thinking about this.

00:;01:;52;25 - 00;01:57;04
I guess it was more like,
ever since | could even create

00;01;57;04 - 00;02;00;17
a singular thought,
I've been always trying to be like.

00;02;00;28 - 00;02;03;00
Or I've just always been creative.

00;02;03;00 - 00;02;06;08
And my parents always told me



when | was younger that | was like,

00;02;06;18 - 00;02;07;26
| always like to dance.

00;02;07;26 - 00;02;11;13
And | was super outgoing
and like, at my school

00;02;11;13 - 00;02;14:24
Chinese New Year performance,
| would be like front and center.

00:02;14;25 - 00;02:17:11
Because. | had like that flame.

00;02;17;11 - 00;02;21;16
I'm actually going to close the door
because it is kind of like the RV.

00;02;22;04 - 00;02;24;02
Okay. Stand back. Oh, you have one of.

00;02;24;02 - 00;02;27;00
Those like thingies,
I love this thing. Oh, yeah.

00;02;27;00 - 00;02;28;22
They're so. Comfy.

00;02;28;22 - 00;02;33;10
Anyways, so, like, ever since | was
little, I've always been like, really?

00;02;33;10 - 00;02;34;18
| really like performing.

00;02;34;18 - 00;02;36;11
| really like dancing,
and | really like drawing.

00;02;36;11 - 00;02;38;22
I've been drawing
for as long as | can remember.



00;02;39;24 - 00;02;41;05
And so, like, as | grew up,

00;02:41;05 - 00;02:45;01
| actually started doing or | did,

00;02;45;01 - 00;02:48:;08
| started dance like when | was little,
like when | was a baby.

00;02;49;08 - 00;02;53;03
But like, since | was like 2 or 3 and then
| started, like, rhythmic gymnastics.

00;02;53;10 - 00;02;55;03
That's pretty interesting.

00;02;55;03 - 00;02;56;00
| enjoyed that.

00;02;56;00 - 00;02:59:15
And then | think | stopped
when | was like ten because.

00;03;00;07 - 00;03;02;17
It was that old stuff.

00;03;02;17 - 00;03;04:;00
But then |. Had to make a decision.

00;03;04;00 - 00;03;06;02
| had to choose
between rhythmic gymnastics or dance.

00;03;06;02 - 00;03;09;02
So | just dance
because | felt more like connected to it.

00;03;09;15 - 00;03;12;19
And so I've been dancing ever since,

00;03;13;09 - 00;03;17;13
and | think I've just been



a creative person my entire life.

00;03;17;13 - 00;03;19;16
Like, | really like,

00;03;19;16 - 00;03;21;18
like creating things and like.

00;03;21;18 - 00;03;24;22
Like anything
artistic, basically. Oh, yeah.

00;03;26;22 - 00;03;28;10
| see a piano behind you.

00;03;28;10 - 00;03;29;23
Oh, yes.

00;03;29;23 - 00;03;30;24
Do you play piano?

00;03;30;24 - 00;03;32;22
| played piano for five years.

00;03;32;22 - 00;03;35;06
And then | will tell you this funny story.

00;03;35;06 - 00;03;39;20
Like when | was in second grade,
| wanted to play on the electric keyboard.

00;03;39;20 - 00;03;41;05
This one. Exactly.

00;03;41;05 - 00;03;43;18
So | told my teacher.
Out of playing the electric keyboard, but.

00;03;43;18 - 00;03;45;17
Then she's like, no,
you have to play the grand piano.

00;03;45;17 - 00;03;48;17
Like, not the grand piano we have,



like an actual piano in my living room.

00;03;48;20 - 00;03;50;04
And I'm like, no, | don't want to.

00;03;50;04 - 00;03;52;21
So | ran into my room,
| shut the door, | locked it,

00;03;52;21 - 00;03:54:05
and | blocked it off with a can.

00;03;54:;05 - 00;03:56:29
| stayed in there for two hours
until | was hungry for dinner.

00;03;56;29 - 00;03;58;05
And that's how | quit Vienna.

00;03;59;08 - 00;03;59;23
But actually.

00;03;59;23 - 00;04:03;12
After that, | went back in like this
in sixth grade because | was still.

00;04:03;12 - 00;04:05:;03
Interested.

00;04;05;03 - 00;04;08;03
But then | quit,
I guess, | don't really know.

00;04;08;03 - 00;04;11;03
But now, like, oh, my back.

00;04;11;19 - 00;04;14;23
So, like, sometimes | just play now
and then, you know, just to, like,

00;04:16;01 - 00;04:17:23
revisit it.

00;04:17;23 - 00;04;20;29



So that was | just, like, singing
and playing piano at the same time.

00;04;21;09 - 00;04;24;00
And the reason | have
| don't actually usually have this out.

00;04;24;00 - 00;04;24;22
This is my drawing.

00;04;24;22 - 00;04;26;27
Table, but,

00;04;26;27 - 00;04;28;18
| have an out because me and my friends.

00;04:28:18 - 00;04:30;08
Want to start a band.

00;04;30;08 - 00;04;31;27
Like, not like, seriously.

00;04;31;27 - 00;04:33;27
But we just want to play some songs
together.

00;04;33;27 - 00;04;36;00
You know, Ryan Panzer.

00;04;36;00 - 00;04;36;28
Yeah, because he's. Playing the.

00;04;36;28 - 00;04;39;02
Drums. Oh, and so,
that's going to be. For each show.

00;04;39;02 - 00;04;41,08
And then two people from Los Altos also.

00;04;41;08 - 00;04;42;22
And so we just want to
like play some songs. Yeah.

00;04;42;22 - 00;04;43;28



Nothing like crazy, you know, like we're.

00;04;43;28 - 00;04;46;14
Not going to be like let's.
Go like battle of the bands.

00;04;46;14 - 00;04;47;18
Oh my god.

00;04:47;18 - 00;04:49;20
Let's have a battle okay. Yeah.

00;04,;49;20 - 00;04;50;21
But yeah, yeah.

00;04:50;21 - 00;04;52;22
No, | mean. Like, maybe, you know, if.

00;04;52;22 - 00;04;54:;09
The school like, if three like.

00;04;54,09 - 00;04;57;17
Siren Dragons came to the school and
were like, hey, let's have a battle, you.

00;04:;57;17 - 00;05;00;07
Would save the school. Dude,
| friendship is magic.

00;05;00;07 - 00;05;01;13
I'm Twilight Sparkle.

00;05;01;13 - 00;05;02;:18
I'm rainbow Dash, bro.

00;05;02;18 - 00;05;05;03
Yeah, yeah. Okay. But anyway. Yeah.

00;05;05;03 - 00;05;05;10
Yeah.

00;05;05;10 - 00;05;08;24
So, like, I've just been practicing
actually linger by the cranberries.



00;05;08;24 - 00;05;11;03
So we're going to sing that. Yes.

00;05:;11;03 - 00;05;11;28
Hopefully it works out.

00;05;11;28 - 00;05;14:;07
Hopefully
they'll practice their parts because.

00;05;14;07 - 00;05;14;28
Yeah. Okay.

00;05:16;06 - 00;05;16;14
That's it.

00;05;16;14 - 00;05;19;07
Yeah.
You do have the voice of an angel star.

00;05;19;07 - 00;05;19;25
No, | do not.

00;05;19;25 - 00;05;22;22
I'm still working on it.
I'm still taking lessons. Oh.

00;05;22;22 - 00;05;23;12
We're getting there.

00;05;23;12 - 00;05;25;02
Like, | feel like
singing is definitely something

00;05;25;02 - 00;05;28;18
I, I'm more new at compared
to, like, my other creative interests.

00;05;29;04 - 00;05;32;04
And | want to continue it
because | really enjoy it.

00;05;35;28 - 00;05;38;11



Oh, my next question was like,
how did you get into dance?

00;05;38;11 - 00;05;39;22
But like, you answered that.

00;05;39;22 - 00;05;43;04
Oh yeah, I've just always been dancing
since, yeah, my mom, | think,

00;05;45;02 - 00;05;46;21
| don't know, my mom just like
put me in it.

00;05;46;21 - 00;05;47,26
And | was like, | really like this.

00;05:47;26 - 00;05:49;29
And | think she said
| was always like, natural at it.

00;05;49;29 - 00;05;52;28
Like I had like a performing quality.

00;05;53;05 - 00;05;55;11
| mean, just like moving around
alot. Is it?

00;05;55;11 - 00;05;56;10
Yeah, | definitely was.

00;05;56;10 - 00;05;59;05
Like, my mom has tons of videos of me
just like dancing as a.

00;05;59;05 - 00;06:;00;27
Baby and like, whatever.

00;06:;00;27 - 00;06;03;08
That's it's always been, like natural
to me.

00;06;03;08 - 00;06;04;12
Like walking basically.



00;06;06;00 - 00;06;08;08
Okay.

00;06;08;08 - 00;06;11;08
What does dance mean to you? Oh.

00;06;13;24 - 00;06;15;06
So as of now,

00;06;15;06 - 00;06;18;06
| would say it literally means everything
because,

00;06;19;04 - 00;06;20;29
going back a few years, right?

00;06;20;29 - 00;06;22;27
It was like dances.

00;06;22;27 - 00;06;26;20
Honestly, something | wasn't really, like,
super like, honestly,

00;06;26;20 - 00;06;29;20
like, was dreading going to classes a lot
because,

00;06;30;18 - 00;06;33;20
| don't know, like, | felt like | was just
really, like, not connected to it.

00;06;33;20 - 00;06;35;08
| didn't really have
that emotional connection,

00;06;35;08 - 00;06;37;01
even though, like my mom said,
| was a natural

00;06:;37;01 - 00;06;40;01
and | was a little
when | was a little little girl. So,



00;06;41;05 - 00;06;42;19
| like this pre-pandemic.

00;06;42;19 - 00;06;44;20
Pre-pandemic was hard to say.

00;06;44;20 - 00;06;48;00
And | would basically just be like, oh,
| don't | don't know if dance is my thing.

00;06:48;00 - 00;06;50;12
You know, | don't know
if | want to do this in the future.

00;06;50;12 - 00;06;51;15
And then pandemic happened.

00;06:51;15 - 00;06:54:03
Then I'm like, oh, like dance over
zoom is so weird.

00;06;54;03 - 00;06;56;04
Like, | don't | had a weird connection
with dance

00;06;56;04 - 00;06;59;16
then because classes weren't real classes
and | was dancing in my room.

00;06:59;16 - 00;07:00;26
It was like weird.

00;07;00;26 - 00;07:05;04
And then | went back and | realized that,
like, I'm actually starting to improve.

00;07;05;04 - 00;07;06;10
| was starting to improve a lot.

00;07;06;10 - 00;07;08;16
And this is like eighth grade
freshman year.

00;07;08;16 - 00;07;13;17



And, that's when | realized I'm like,
okay, | actually, like | said this before

00;07;13;17 - 00;07;15;10
that | didn't want to do dance, but like,

00;07;15;10 - 00;07;17;05
maybe it's something
I'm actually interested in,

00;07;17;05 - 00;07;19;13
but there's also a lot of stigmatism
towards like,

00;07;19;13 - 00;07;21;17
oh, if you're artists,
you'll never, like be successful.

00;07;21;17 - 00;07;22;00
You know,

00;07;22;00 - 00;07;24,27
if you're doing something creative
or if you're like drawing

00;07;24;27 - 00;07;25;29
or like and like, you know.

00;07;25;29 - 00;07;27;29
Like you know what they say, you know.

00;07;27;29 - 00;07;29;18
And I'm like, oh, that like that
got to me.

00;07;29;18 - 00;07;32;27
I'm like, okay, maybe | shouldn't
be, like, so connected to dance

00;07;32;27 - 00;07;34;29
because | know I'm
not going to be successful.

00;07;34;29 - 00;07;37;22



But then | was like,
wait a minute, who said that?

00;07;37;22 - 00;07;38;14
Like, who's there?

00;07:;38;14 - 00;07;39;06
Who can be successful?

00;07;39;06 - 00;07:40;22
Because | can choose myself

00;07:40;22 - 00;07:43;01
if I'm going to be successful or not,
because that is my choice.

00;07;43;01 - 00;07;46;28
And it's all based on how hard | work
and how much dedication and passion

00;07:46;28 - 00;07:47;21
| want to put into it.

00;07;47;21 - 00;07;50;21
And if | was like,
super passionate about dance, I'm like,

00;07:;51;07 - 00;07;54:06
maybe | should just
actually try and see where it takes me.

00;07;54;06 - 00;07;57;01
So that's how I've been kind of thinking
for these past couple of years.

00;07;57;01 - 00;08;00;21
Like from eighth grade till now,
like freshman year, it really sparked like

00;08;00;21 - 00;08;04,03
actually there's like, well | was like,
well, | actually really like this and

00;08;05;28 - 00;08:;08;28



soft like and also dance spectrum and.

00;08;09;04 - 00;08:;10;25
What's it called? And high school.

00;08;10;25 - 00;08;13;29
| wasn't actually taking it in
freshman year, but | saw them performing

00;08:13;29 - 00;08;18;04
and | was like, | really want to
choreograph for Dance Spectrum.

00;08;18;05 - 00;08;19;14
Like, | really want to do that.

00;08;19;14 - 00;08;21;13
And that was like.

00;08;21;13 - 00;08;24;15
Like, I still remember watching dance
come to my middle school

00;08;24;15 - 00;08;26;25
during middle school tours,
which is what I'm doing now,

00;08:26;25 - 00;08;28;11
which is kind of like, interesting.

00;08;28;11 - 00;08;30;08
And I'm like, wow, | really enjoyed this.

00;08;30;08 - 00;08;33;26
And | want to do that too, because | think
| can and | have a passion for it.

00;08;34;02 - 00;08;36;26
So | joined sophomore year
and there's like so many inspiring

00;08;36;26 - 00;08;37;27
people in dance spectrum,



00;08;37;27 - 00;08;41;20
and | was given the opportunity
to start choreography, and | was like.

00;08:42;00 - 00;08:43:17
Shoot, | really like choreography.

00;08;43;17 - 00;08;47;14
And it came so naturally to me
and people were like enjoying the dances

00;08;47;14 - 00;08;49;07
that | created.
And that feeling was so great.

00;08;49;07 - 00;08;51;18
| was like, wow,
they actually like doing this.

00;08;51;18 - 00;08;55;02
And there I'm like creating
a special experience for people.

00;08;55;08 - 00;08;58;01
And that. Was like, like from me and.

00;08;58;01 - 00;09;01;09
My partner in like that
| choreographed with Alana.

00;09;01;09 - 00;09;04:05
She already graduated,
for a second semester, sophomore year.

00;09;04;05 - 00;09;10;16
That was like the first time | did, a big
group number on, like, talented dancers.

00;09;10;16 - 00;09;13;06
And that was, like, so exciting.

00;09;13;06 - 00;09;16;18
And | was like, | really like this, and
| really want to do it as much as | can,



00;09;16;28 - 00;09;19;06
and | can see myself
doing it in the future.

00;09;19;06 - 00;09;21;26
So that's my that's why. Yeah.

00;09;21;26 - 00;09:23;02
About dance. Yeah.

00;09;25;28 - 00;09;26;25
What do you do in dance?

00;09;26;25 - 00;09;30;03
Like,
competitions and, like shoe competitions?

00;09;31;00 - 00;09;33;09
So my studio, we have like

00;09;33;09 - 00;09;36;08
one big recital that include, like,

00;09;37;02 - 00;09:39;04
competitive dancers
and recreational dancers

00;09;39;04 - 00;09;41;01
at the end of the year in like, June.

00;09;41;01 - 00;09;45;27
But as a competitive dancer,
| go to like regional conventions

00;09:45;27 - 00;09:48;27
or competitions and conventions are when,

00;09:49;10 - 00;09:52;15
like the, the faculty of the conventions

00;09;52;15 - 00;09;55;20
that are like either professional dancers
or they've been working in the industry,



00;09;55;26 - 00;09;58;25
they're part of this convention
and they | need a.

00;10;00;08 - 00;10;00;23
Oh, okay, | got it.

00;10;00;23 - 00;10;01;15
Okay.

00;10;01;15 - 00;10;04;11
No, you can't keep it around carefully.

00;10;04;11 - 00;10;05;28
But, they.

00;10;05;28 - 00;10;09;26
They're like professional people
in the industry and they come to these

00:;10;09;29 - 00;10;15;03
conventions that tour around the US
to teach dance and at, like.

00;10;15;26 - 00;10;18;17
Like hours in the weekend,
like they're packed into,

00;10;18;17 - 00;10;21;19
like, compact of, like competition.

00:;10;21;19 - 00;10;23;08
Convention day like classes
and then like, it's

00;10;23;08 - 00;10;26;05
like crazy weekends and like,
they always make me so sore.

00;10;26;05 - 00;10;27;19
It's always most tiring thing.

00;10;28;22 - 00;10;29;06



Butin a

00;10;29;06 - 00;10;32;06
convention,
you'll have like an hour of class

00;10;32;12 - 00;10;35;17
with one teacher and then you'll have
a bunch of teachers rotate.

00;10;35;26 - 00;10;39;09
And then usually each convention
will have a audition class.

00;10;39;09 - 00;10;42;09
And that audition class,
you're taught a combination,

00;10;42;12 - 00;10;46;19
and you perform that combination
in small groups of, like, maybe 10 to 12.

00;10;46;19 - 00;10;48;27
Depends how many people
and like what the convention is.

00;10;48;27 - 00;10;53;07
But that's when the judges will really
look at you and like, offer scholarships.

00;10;53;07 - 00;10;55;11
And those scholarships are not.
Like you go to college for free.

00;10;55;11 - 00;10;57;04
You know, it's. Not like that,
but it's like you can.

00;10;57;04 - 00;10;59;24
Come back to our convention
next year for free.

00;10;59;24 - 00;11;03;12
So it's like almost a business strategy,



but it's also like makes you feel special,

00;11;03;12 - 00;11;03;20
you know?

00;11;03;20 - 00;11;06;28
So like when | was little,
I never really got many scholarships.

00:;11;08;25 - 00;11;09;18
Well, okay.

00;11;09;18 - 00;11;13;10
But, when | was little, | never really got
many scholarships until, like,

00:11;14:19 - 00;11;16:18
well, actually | did,
but it wasn't like | wasn't like

00;11;16;18 - 00;11;19;18
the standout, you know, like,
there's usually a winner of each regional.

00;11;19;26 - 00;11;20;20
But | was never one of those.

00;11;20;20 - 00;11;24;04
| usually just got like, oh, like,
you can go to our national competition,

00;11;24;04 - 00;11;26;01
which is like the big event
at the end of the year

00;11;26;01 - 00;11;28;09
that many people can go to
and compete for.

00;11;28;09 - 00;11;31;26
Like national, like dancer of the year
or like icon of the year.

00;11;31;26 - 00;11;33;29



And I'm like, oh, I'm never getting that.

00;11;33;29 - 00;11;35;11
But | got one.

00;11;35;11 - 00;11;38;11
And that was actually sophomore year.

00;11;39;13 - 00;11;41;10
No, I got it freshman year.

00;11;41;10 - 00;11;44;04
| was a freshman. And,

00;11;44,;04 - 00;11;48;22
that was the first year that | got,
like the scholarship

00;11:48;22 - 00;11;52;29
to travel
with this convention called Heat and Heat.

00:;11;52;29 - 00;11;53;08
Like,

00;11;54;10 - 00;11;57;12
| could say a lot of things
about their convention, like good things.

00;11;57;24 - 00;12;00;06
| felt like | really found myself, like,
growing up there.

00;12;00;06 - 00;12;01;26
And they like that convention

00;12;01;26 - 00;12;05;20
felt like such a safe space for me
to, like, meet other talented people.

00;12;05;20 - 00;12;07:;08
And that's another special thing
about conventions.



00;12;07;08 - 00;12;10;04
You meet so many other talented dancers

00;12;10;04 - 00;12;12;13
that you will eventually
be working with in the future,

00;12;12;13 - 00;12;13;27
because they're all going towards
the same goal.

00;12;13;27 - 00;12;15;20
You're meeting people
from all over the world

00;12;15;20 - 00;12;19;14
who are working at the same thing,
and you get to dance with them.

00;12;19;23 - 00;12;22;14
So at this convention here,
I met so many wonderful

00;12;22;14 - 00;12;25;17
people and like,
this faculty was so amazing.

00;12;25;17 - 00;12;28:15
They've worked
in all different types of industries.

00;12;28;15 - 00;12;33;17
| like, met the choreographer of a lot of
like movies like including wicked.

00;12;33;17 - 00;12;37;26
| met the choreographer for Wicked
and Justin Timberlake's

00;12;37;26 - 00;12;40;26
choreographer for his, like, world tour.

00;12;40;26 - 00;12;42;29
And then like a character from Glee.



00;12;42;29 - 00;12;45;16
| don't know, like, like she's. Awesome.

00;12:45;16 - 00;12:46;28
| love Heather Morris,
if you're listening.

00:12:46;28 - 00;12:47:14
Hello.

00;12;47;14 - 00;12;51;03
But, There's so many,
SO many amazing people and connections

00;12;51;03 - 00;12;53;01
that you get to make
from these conventions

00;12;53;01 - 00;12;55;17
that will eventually lead you
to the professional industry,

00;12;55;17 - 00;12;57;02
because everything's about connections
at the end.

00;12;57;02 - 00;13;00;21
You know, like, if | know these people
and they know me by name, then,

00;13;01;07 - 00;13;04;17
well, I'm like basically said,
they like, know me.

00;13;04;17 - 00;13;06;29
| know them. Like | could be like,
hey, you like, got a.

00;13;06;29 - 00;13;08;19

Job for like,
it's everything's connections.

00;13;09;26 - 00;13;12;17



But that's
definitely a big part of conventions.

00;13;12;17 - 00;13;17;22
It's like a pre-professional or industry
that is already getting dancers

00;13;17;22 - 00;13;20;22
to work up to professionalism
and like going out to the real world,

00;13;20;22 - 00;13;24;18
because the auditions that happen in
conventions are very similar to what?

00;13;24;27 - 00;13;25;26
How you'll be auditioning

00;13;25;26 - 00;13;29;11
for, like, music videos or like backup
dancing or like, you know, movies.

00;13;29;22 - 00;13;30;27
It's all like, similar.

00;13;30;27 - 00;13;33;12
They're all preparing you for that.

00;13;33;12 - 00;13;35;16
So after | won the, like,

00;13;35;16 - 00;13;39;25
national title for my age category,
| was like taken aback.

00;13;39;25 - 00;13:40;26
| was like, oh, what the heck?

00;13;40;26 - 00;13;41;25
That's crazy.

00;13;41;25 - 00;13;45;26
But, | think it was such a good experience
to be able to travel around.



00;13;45;26 - 00;13;48;01
And after that, | also,

00;13;48;01 - 00;13;51;21
began like winning things for other
competitions, like, not like as crazy.

00:;13;51;21 - 00;13:55;02
Like | just was able to travel around
with other conventions as well and learn

00;13;55;07 - 00;13;56;00
different things.

00;13;57;18 - 00;13;58;03
But yeah.

00;13;58;03 - 00;13;58;26
Okay. That that's really long.

00;13;58;26 - 00;14;01;23
Yeah. No,
it was good that that's my, Convention.

00;14;01;23 - 00;14,03;27
It's hard to explain. Conventions,
| think go pretty deep. It's.

00;14;03;27 - 00;14;05;22
Yeah, it's a lot of material. So.

00;14:05;22 - 00;14:06;06
Yeah.

00;14;06;06 - 00;14;07;22
You got you got somebody to work with?

00:;14:07;22 - 00;14:10;29
Yes. Who?

00;14;13;05 - 00;14;15;20
This next record was like,
any super impressive trophies or awards



00;14;15;20 - 00;14;16;15
to brag about.

00;14;16;15 - 00;14;18;15
Oh, well, yeah,
I guess just like national titles,

00;14;18;15 - 00;14;20;11
like, that's the only thing | think.

00;14;20;11 - 00;14;22;21
That's what I'm super proud of
because it's like.

00;14;22;21 - 00;14:;26;04
Well, National Award, like I'm like, whoa,
yeah, that's it, that's it.

00;14:26:04 - 00;14;29;04
Yeah.

00;14;29;10 - 00;14;32;10
What struggles
have you faced with in dance?

00;14;32;18 - 00;14;35;02
I guess | should. Talk about injury now.

00;14;35;02 - 00;14,;38;02
Okay. So.

00;14:39;08 - 00;14:43;20
One was this this past summer 2020
for July 5th,

00;14;44;04 - 00;14;47;22
| was at a let me just start with this.

00;14;47;22 - 00;14;50;02
Actually, scroll back. Let's let's rewind.

00:;14:51;03 - 00;14:51:29
When | won



00;14;51;29 - 00;14:;55;01
that national award, that was 2023.

00;14:55;01 - 00;14:58;16
So that was to for whoever 2023
summer of 2020.

00;14;58;16 - 00;15;01;00
That's always when the nationals happened.

00;15;01;00 - 00;15;04:21
And also | went to two other nationals,
so it was like

00;15;04;21 - 00;15;07;21
three weeks worth of nationals,
which is a lot already.

00;15;07;25 - 00;15;09;17
And so

00;15;09;17 - 00;15;12;25
at this moment, my mom's like,
okay, Karen, you're starting to

00;15;13;25 - 00;15;18;01
like conventions are starting to want you
more, want you to be traveling with them.

00;15;18;01 - 00;15;22;00
This means more time commitment,
more pressure on you

00;15;22;00 - 00;15;26;04
and your physical body because you will be
dancing a lot more than you usually do,

00;15;26;10 - 00;15;28;27
and pushing yourself
for all these crazy convention weekends

00;15;28;27 - 00;15;30;12
where you dancing



like eight hours in a row.

00;15;30;12 - 00;15;32;05
It's like crazy.

00;15;32;05 - 00;15;33;28
And | was like, oh no, it's fine.

00;15;33;28 - 00;15;36;00
Like | got like,
no, | understood what she was saying.

00;15;36;00 - 00;15;37;27
You know? | was like,
yeah, | know it's going to be a lot.

00;15;37;27 - 00;15;41;23
But in order to be a part of this,
like industry, like these people,

00;15;41;23 - 00;15;43;22
they obviously want me in there, like

00;15;44;21 - 00;15;46;09
in their, like, convention.

00;15;46;09 - 00;15;49;23
They want me to be with them, like,
because it's like money

00;15;49;23 - 00;15;52;24
and also like the experience
and also like, | feel like | need to do it

00;15;52;24 - 00;15;57;04
because they are inviting me because
only so many people get to do this.

00;15;57;04 - 00;15;58;13
I'm like,
this is such a special opportunity.

00;15;58;13 - 00;16;00;16
| have to take it. Saying no



will be like offensive.

00;16;00;16 - 00;16;01;20
You know? That's what | thought.

00;16;01;20 - 00;16;05;08
And so | said yes
to all three of the nationals

00;16;05;08 - 00;16:09;16
that invited me to their like, travel
kind of like experience.

00;16;09;26 - 00;16;11;24
And so | said yes.

00;16;11;24 - 00;16;14;29
And through sophomore year, all | did like

00;16;15;23 - 00;16;19;04
twice every month
| would be flying out to other states

00;16;19;04 - 00;16;22;00
and | would be dancing
at those regional conventions.

00;16;22;00 - 00;16:25;01
I'll be assisting
classes, I'll be doing a lot, and,

00;16;27;09 - 00;16;28;06
| like

00;16;28;06 - 00;16;31;26
it was
really hard to balance that with school.

00;16;32;02 - 00;16:34;26
But | also knew that
because | knew how much of a commitment

00;16;34;26 - 00;16;37;13
| was making to dance.



So | chose easier classes.

00;16;37;13 - 00;16;42;29
| chose, less of a academic commitment
so that | could handle the dance, and that

00;16;43;03 - 00;16;44;14
because that's
what | actually wanted to do.

00;16;44;14 - 00;16;48;01
So, knowing that | pushed back on school.

00;16;48;01 - 00;16;51;01
And | pulled the dance in
because | really want.

00;16:;51;02 - 00;16;52;25
To do that. So,

00;16;52;25 - 00;16:56;14
even with that, though, still,
it was still a lot of pressure

00;16;56;14 - 00;16;57;22
and a lot of missing school days,

00;16;57;22 - 00;17;00;06
because a lot of the times
| had to get there by Friday.

00;17;00;06 - 00;17;03;05
So that means I'd fly either
Thursday night or Friday morning,

00;17;03;08 - 00;17;06;01
like sleep schedules got messed
up, like every week.

00;17;06;01 - 00;17;07;19
I'd be, like, going crazy.

00;17;07;19 - 00;17;10;01
Like it was it was a lot.



00;17;10;01 - 00;17;13;14
And eventually, after a few months of that
and as well as competing for my own

00;17;13;14 - 00;17;17;21
studio, like bouncing my own studio,
which | was dancing 15 hours a week

00;17:17;21 - 00;17;20;02
last year,
not including conventional juggling

00;17;20;02 - 00;17;23;02
competition
that was just regular classes every week.

00;17;23;17 - 00;17:26;29
Things got really overwhelming
really quickly, but | kind of just like

00:;17:;27;04 - 00;17:29:15
was like, oh no, | chose this.
| have to deal with it.

00;17;29;15 - 00;17;30;25
You know? | was like,
I, there's nothing | can do.

00;17;30;25 - 00;17;32;02
And | already said yes.

00;17:;32;02 - 00;17:34:29
So during the next years
following nationals,

00;17;34;29 - 00;17;39;17
which is 20, 24 nationals,
I went to my first one, which was fine.

00;17;39;17 - 00;17:40;16
That one was fun.

00;17:;40;16 - 00;17:45;00



But then the second one, | had way
too many things that | committed to.

00:;17:45;00 - 00;17:48;00
That's the second nationals was,

00;17;48;15 - 00;17;52;02
the one that my studio went to, like,
my entire studio went to this nationals

00;17;52;02 - 00;17;52;29
to compete.

00;17;52;29 - 00;17;55;28
And for that one, | signed up for like,

00;17;55;28 - 00;17;59;19
like a bunch of, like, things that,
you know, like | got scholarships for.

00;17;59;19 - 00;18;01;27
So | was like, oh,
I have to do this. Like | have to say yes.

00;18;01;27 - 00;18;06;12
But on the last day of that nationals,
July 5th, which is when

00;18;06;18 - 00;18;10;26
we had our big performances and big like
last competition, you know, like. The.

00:;18;11;08 - 00;18;14:01
Competition for like the best dance, like,
you know, that kind of stuff.

00;18;14;01 - 00;18;15;11
Like big day.

00;18;15;11 - 00;18;19;16

| got injured, like | got injured before
we could even even do that competition.

00;18;19;16 - 00;18;23;25



And before | could even perform other
pieces that I've been working on all week.

00;18;24;00 - 00;18;28;20
So on stage, | like heard my name pop,
and | was like, doing this big

00;18;28;20 - 00;18;32;12
hip hop number that took the entire week
to learn and like stage.

00;18;32;24 - 00;18:;35;05
And | was like, oh. Shoot, this is bad.

00;18;35;05 - 00;18;36;03
So | kept going.

00;18;36;03 - 00;18;38;21
But then | like knew | was like,
okay, | have to stop.

00;18;38;21 - 00;18;39;19
Like, this doesn't feel right.

00;18;39;19 - 00;18;41;19
| feel like
my knee is like going to buckle.

00;18;41;19 - 00;18:44;04
But so just like it doesn't hurt,
but like, | don't understand.

00;18:;44;04 - 00;18:46:;29
Like I had a lot of adrenaline happening
because | had to.

00;18;46;29 - 00;18;48;05
| was really pushing myself

00;18;48;05 - 00;18;52;07
that week to like over my limit and like,
my body just gave up.

00;18;52;07 - 00;18;53;23



Like it was like,
no, you can't do this anymore.

00;18;53;23 - 00;18;56;21
And so | was like,
on the side of the stage.

00;18;56;21 - 00;18;57;17
| remember this moment.

00;18;57;17 - 00;19;00;19
So clearly because it was like PTSD,
like it was like.

00;19;00;21 - 00;19;02;20
Scariest thing ever.

00;19;02;20 - 00;19:05;16
Even before all of this, like,
my biggest fear was getting injured

00;19;05;16 - 00;19;07;01
because, like, what was | going
to do after that? You know,

00;19;08;02 - 00;19;09;16
that's what | thought for.

00;19;09;16 - 00;19;13;12
But so | was | like, kept dancing
when | was on stage injured.

00:;19:13;12 - 00;19;14:;04
| was like this kid.

00;19;14;04 - 00;19;14;26
This doesn't feel. Right.

00;19;14;26 - 00;19;16;18
| was messing up whatever | was like.

00;19;16;18 - 00;19;19;18
| wasn't thinking straight because
| was so much adrenaline on the stage.



00;19;19;19 - 00;19;23;15
And so the next time | left the stage,
| told my friend | was like, hey, like,

00;19;23;22 - 00;19;25;08
you guys have to keep going without me.

00;19;25;08 - 00;19;28;01
| can't do this. Like,
can you find someone to help me later?

00;19;28;01 - 00;19;30;19
So | just sat on the side of the stage
in the wing,

00;19;30;19 - 00;19;33;20
and | watched them finish their dance,
and | was like, crying.

00;19;33;20 - 00;19;34;19
| was like, shoot.

00;19;34;19 - 00;19;35;27
| really wanted to do this dance.

00;19;35;27 - 00;19;38:;01
Like, | love this dance
so much was so fun.

00;19;38;01 - 00;19:40;29
And | was sitting on the side, you know,
| worked so hard for this.

00;19;40;29 - 00;19;44;11
And at the end | saw them like,
take a group picture together on stage,

00;19;44;11 - 00;19;46;06
and | wasn't there.
Because | was on this side.

00;19;46;06 - 00;19;47;21
| was in the wing and then my.



00;19;47;21 - 00;19;49;20
Mom, during this moment,
she told me she was like,

00;19;49;20 - 00;19;51;17
| was looking for you in the group
picture, but | didn't see you.

00:;19:51;17 - 00;19;53;24
So | knew something was wrong
and she was scared.

00;19;53;24 - 00;19;55;29
So my friend
that | told that | was injured,

00;19;55;29 - 00;19;59;00
she went to get somebody
and they had a roll me out backstage.

00;19;59;00 - 00;20;01;15
And | went to the hospital after that.

00;20;01;15 - 00;20;03;08
And then at the hospital.

00;20;03;08 - 00;20;07:03
That's when they had or
| waited for like three hours or whatever.

00;20;07;03 - 00;20;09;29
And then it was nighttime
and they had me in the room.

00;20;09;29 - 00;20;11;14
They check me out.

00;20;11;14 - 00;20;16;12
Like | said, it seems like an MCL tear or,
like meniscus, something

00;20;16;12 - 00;20;18;10
| wasn't really sure at the moment,



00;20;18;10 - 00;20;20;15
but it was really hard
to bend and straight in my knee.

00;20;20;15 - 00;20;23;22
So | was just like, or whatever,
I'm not dancing, | can't dance. So,

00;20:;25;12 - 00;20;28;07
| was live streaming my.

00;20;28;07 - 00;20;29:18
Dad's because.

00;20;29;18 - 00;20;30;17
| was supposed to be

00;20;30;17 - 00;20;34;08
in that final competition for that,
you know, best dance, whatever.

00;20;34;27 - 00;20;37:;26
But | couldn't, so they had to stage me
out in a couple hours.

00;20;37;26 - 00;20;41;05
And the other dancers that | was in that,
like | danced with

00;20;41;23 - 00;20;44;23
for the nationals like that,
they just make it.

00;20:44:25 - 00;20:45;23
In. The week.

00;20:45;23 - 00;20:49:18
It's complicated, but, like,
| can be in those either the like.

00;20;49;18 - 00;20;52;23
I've had rehearsals all week for
these dances and | couldn't be in them.



00;20;53;23 - 00;20;56;19
And they had a stage me out
and that felt so like terrible.

00;20;56;19 - 00;20;59;09
| was like,
| worked so hard and for a while, like,

00;20:;59;09 - 00;21:02;07
like at that moment, | was just like,
| pushed myself way too much.

00;21;02;07 - 00;21;05;09
| needed to say no to things
or else like this.

00;21;05;15 - 00;21:07;03
This would have happened
and it did happen.

00;21;07;03 - 00;21;12;13
So | was like, dagnabbit, but anyways,
| was just like, crying that entire day.

00;21;12;13 - 00;21;13;16
Like it was so sad.

00;21;14;26 - 00;21;17;10
But my friends day, like, they did great.

00;21;17;10 - 00;21;18;25
And, | was happy for that.

00;21:18;25-00;21:21:13
But then after that,
| had one more nationals.

00;21;21;13 - 00;21;26;16
| still had to fly the next day to heat
because | hadn't had heat yet.

00;21;27;11 - 00;21;29;27
And so that's the one that | have.



00;21;29;27 - 00;21;34;13
| was like the National, like dancer,
like they call it eternal flame.

00;21;34;13 - 00;21;35;18
Like, whatever.

00;21;35;18 - 00;21:;38;28
That's National dancer of the year,
and that's the one | was a part of.

00;21;38;28 - 00;21;40;04
Like, | want that the year before.

00;21:40;04 - 00;21:43;23
So this entire, like, 20, 23 to 24
was like me

00;21;43;23 - 00;21;47;16
as the representing, my age group as like,
eternal flame, whatever.

00;21;47;27 - 00;21;52;01
And so | wasn't able to experience
this nationals as the internal flame

00;21:;52;01 - 00;21;53;21
because | was injured.

00;21;53;21 - 00;21;57;22
So | flew there and | was like, this is so
sad because all | get to do is watch.

00;21;57;22 - 00;22;00;05
| can't be actually be a part of anything.

00;22;00;05 - 00;22;04;15
And so that was like lowkey such a downer
because | was supposed to perform

00;22;04;15 - 00;22;07;15
like multiple
things are supposed to like represent,



00;22;07;27 - 00;22;10;24
but like, | couldn't,
| couldn't perform because | was injured.

00;22:10;24 - 00;22;12;01
| was in a wheelchair the whole week.

00;22;12;01 - 00;22;15;19
So but the positive things came out.

00;22;15;22 - 00;22;17;01
| was super depressed.

00;22:17;01 - 00;22:19:17
| was like, so sad. So sad.
It was like, so sad.

00;22;19;17 - 00;22;20;12
Like | was actually.

00;22;20;12 - 00;22;23;14
Starving my balls
out, like is, you know, both of those,

00;22;25;00 - 00;22;27:;00
but | because | was.

00;22;27;00 - 00;22;30;00
In a wheelchair, | was like,
okay, what are some things | can do?

00;22;30;00 - 00;22:31:15
Heat. They're so cool.

00;22;31;15 - 00;22;33;04
They offered a.

00;22;33;04 - 00;22;35;19
Like a voguing runway competition.

00;22;35;19 - 00;22;39;19
And | was like, Sue, | wanna be
part of that because | can still use my.



00;22:39;19 - 00;22:41:24
Arms in a wheelchair, like watch me.

00;22:41;24 - 00;22:45:15
And so | had the winner of last year's
voguing competition.

00;22;45;15 - 00;22;47;12
Push my wheelchair call.

00;22;47;12 - 00;22;49;19
If you're listening to this, | love you.
He is so cool.

00;22;49;19 - 00;22;53;09
He was pushing. Me out on the wheelchair
and | like,

00;22;53;09 - 00;22;54,25
lived my life on that wheelchair.

00;22:54;25 - 00;22:58:;03
And | won the voguing competition,
so don't play.

00;22;58;10 - 00;22;59;25
But | just thought that was so.

00;22;59;25 - 00;23;02;27
Special
because | still got to represent myself

00;23;02;27 - 00;23;05;26
and dance, even though | could use my legs
like | was.

00;23:06;04 - 00;23:07:13
| was like, | can still do this.

00;23;07;13 - 00;23:10;15
Like, | don't have to be such a downer,
like, | need to find the positive things.



00;23;10;25 - 00;23;16;04
And, also it was just like,
so interesting to watch how other people

00;23;16;04 - 00;23;19;12
| took class and the entire time
| was just sitting in the back,

00;23;19;12 - 00;23;21;23
| didn't do anything
like | was just watching,

00;23;21;23 - 00;23;25;14
but that made me realize | can like,
look at this from a new perspective.

00;23;25;14 - 00;23;27;26
| didn't have to be depressed,
but | was still depressed.

00;23;27;26 - 00;23;30;25
Like, don't get me wrong,
| forgot what the question was like.

00;23;30;25 - 00;23;33;13
| was looking at like the
struggles. Right? Okay. So,

00;23;34;12 - 00;23:34;28
then after.

00;23;34;28 - 00;23;37;29
That | was like, oh, | really hope
| can heal you.

00;23;37;29 - 00;23:39;16
Because

00;23;39;16 - 00;23;41;11
like, dad season,
there's never like, a rest

00;23;41;11 - 00;23;43;08
you after nationals,



you're back in rehearsal.

00;23;43;08 - 00;23;46;01
So like August was a month after August.

00;23;46;01 - 00;23;47;14
September.

00;23;47;14 - 00;23;49;10
That's when choreography season starts.

00;23:49;10 - 00;23:52:19
So that's when the studio starts
inviting people

00;23;52;19 - 00;23;55;25
and choreographers
to create dances for our studio.

00;23;55;25 - 00;23;57;28
So we compete them at the competitions.

00;23:;57;28 - 00;23;59;24
And so we started pretty.

00;23;59;24 - 00;24;02;26
We start early, we start like late
August, early September for our,

00;24;04;12 - 00;24;06;05
pieces, for the choreography.

00;24:06;05 - 00;24:09;:16
And | was like, | really hope
| can get better by then, because this is

00;24;10;02 - 00;24;14;13
my junior year and | have a lot of senior
friends that I've basically grown up with

00;24;14;21 - 00;24;18;21
that we've always been in the same group,
like the combined age groups and like.



00;24;18;28 - 00;24;19;09
The group.

00;24;19;09 - 00;24;20;12
Above that senior group, like,

00;24;20;12 - 00;24;22;13
I mean, | was never really close to them,
so didn't really matter.

00;24;22;13 - 00;24,26;01
But this year was like like like actual
like siblings.

00;24,;26;02 - 00;24;29;18
| like grew up with my mom, like siblings,
you know, like brothers and sisters

00;24;29;18 - 00;24;33;18
that | actually just like
had such a strong connection with em.

00;24:34;05 - 00;24:36;10
And | was like, oh,
I won't be able to dance with them anymore

00;24;36;10 - 00;24;39;15
because this is their last year
dancing and I'm injured.

00;24;39;15 - 00;24;42;15
And | seriously going to be sitting here
watching them dance as | like.

00:;24:42:19 - 00;24:43;10
And | was like.

00;24;43;10 - 00;24;45;05
Damn, | was so depressed.

00;24:45;05 - 00;24:48:;05
Like | was like, crying every day,
but whatever.



00;24:48;:12 - 00;24:49;21
| went to the doctors a bunch.

00;24;49;21 - 00;24;51;12
A bunch of them said different things.

00;24;51;12 - 00;24;54;08
The first one for ACL ruptured tear.

00;24:54;08 - 00;24:56;22
| was like, | was like, whoa,
no way. Like, what the heck?

00;24;56;22 - 00;24;58;17
They literally didn't say that.
And | was like, so depressing.

00;24;58;17 - 00;24;59;12
I was like, I'm never gonna be.

00;24;59;12 - 00;24,;59;24
That's again.

00;24:;59;24 - 00;25;01;21
Like, they're like,
it takes a full. Year to heal.

00;25:01;21 - 00;25;02;25
Like,
you won't be able to dance like everyone.

00;25;02;25 - 00;25;04;16
Like, like you've got to be kidding.

00;25;04;16 - 00;25;07;00
Second MRI.
Oh, that's the first MRI, by the way.

00;25;07;00 - 00;25;09;10
Second MR,
| took three in total. Second MR,

00;25;10;26 - 00;25;12;20
partial ACL, no ACL



00;25;12;20 - 00;25;16;19
tear, partially like
maybe you have some MCL.

00;25;16;19 - 00;25;19;01
And | was like, okay,
what the heck are these like surgeons on.

00;25:19;01 - 00;25;20;13
Like everyone's timing, different things.

00;25;20;13 - 00;25;24:;27
The third one said partial ACL
tear, some meniscus, some MCL, some like,

00;25;25;04 - 00;25;27;17
who am | going to believe?
Like what is happening?

00;25;27;17 - 00;25;28;28
And then | went to a bunch of surgeons

00;25;28;28 - 00;25;31;07
like from Stanford
and from like other places.

00;25:31;07 - 00;25:32:19
And they're all like.

00;25;32;19 - 00;25;33;23
Now you need surgery.

00;25;33;23 - 00;25;36;09
But they didn't. Even, like test my.
Knee. Yeah.

00;25;36;09 - 00;25;39;07
They didn't like, even like, look at it.
They just looked at the MRIs.

00;25;39;07 - 00;25:41;12
And so we. Showed
we showed them the first MRI and we're.



00;25;41;12 - 00;25;42;22
Like he's like, oh yeah, you need surgery.

00;25:42;22 - 00;25:44:19
| show him the second MRI and he's like.

00;25:44:19 - 00;25:45;24
Oh that's interesting.

00:25:45;24 - 00;25:47;02
So like what?

00;25;47;02 - 00;25;49;01
Like what are you talking about?

00;25;49;01 - 00;25;52;01
So really
you should know you're doing you whatever.

00;25;52;12 - 00;25;55;05
And well, that's made me mad
because it's just like,

00;25;55;05 - 00;25;56;22
oh they're obviously
just doing it for money then,

00;25;56;22 - 00;25;58;13
you know, because like the more surgery
they going to do,

00;25:58;13 - 00;25:59;16
| want to anything but whatever.

00;25:;59;16 - 00;26;01;17
I'm not going to talk about that.

00;26;01;17 - 00;26;03;21
And so that. Was like a roller coaster.

00;26;03;21 - 00;26;04;29
Of emotions for me.



00;26;04;29 - 00;26;08;15
Especially because, like,
| just lost the thing | loved so much.

00;26:08;15 - 00;26:11;06
And these people are like,
oh, you need surgery. Oh, no you don't.

00;26;11;06 - 00;26;13;11
I'm like, I'm happy and sad. Like,
what am |?

00;26:13;11 - 00;26;14:14
I'm so confused.

00;26;14;14 - 00;26;19;15
And so eventually
| was able to start moving my knee

00;26;19;15 - 00;26;21;19
more like | was able to bend it
and strain it a lot more,

00;26;21;19 - 00;26;25;14
but it took months,
like probably 4 or 5 months to completely

00;26:25;14 - 00;26;29;05
get all my, flexibility back,
like with straightening and bending.

00;26;29;18 - 00;26;32;17
And | started physical therapy
and like, personal training

00;26;32;17 - 00;26;35;21
and acupuncture,
massage therapy, chiropractic.

00;26;35;27 - 00;26;38;09
Labor, everything. Like,
| literally did it.

00;26;38;09 - 00;26:41:16



Like | was trying so hard
to get back to dance.

00;26;42;11 - 00;26;45;29
And eventually
it was getting better really quickly.

00;26:45;29 - 00;26:48;13
And | had my hopes, like, really high up.

00;26;48;13 - 00;26;51;18
| was like, oh my God, maybe | can, like,
actually still be a part of these

00;26;52;01 - 00;26;54;05
competition pieces and compete with my.

00;26:54;05 - 00;26:;56;20
Like, dear, loved senior friends that.

00;26;56;20 - 00;26;57;28
| really don't want to miss out on

00;26;57;28 - 00;27;01;03
because like,
this year is like so special to me.

00;27:01;03 - 00;27:02;:18
And like, am | going.

00;27;02;18 - 00;27;04;20
To be depressed of junior year? Like,
are you joking?

00;27;04;20 - 00;27;05;18
Like, I'm not going to do that.

00;27;05;18 - 00;27;07;13
So like | was trying
to find positive side of things

00;27;07;13 - 00;27:09;10
even after that
roller coaster of emotions.



00;27;10;09 - 00;27;14;08
But then this is maybe in like September,

00;27;14;08 - 00;27;19;04
October in my hip hop class | went back to
because | was starting to get better.

00;27;19;04 - 00;27;22;29
| popped my knee again,
and this time it wasn't as bad

00;27;22;29 - 00;27;25;09
because it wasn't
the same, like unstable feeling.

00;27;25;09 - 00;27;28;15
But | knew, | knew that I'd push too far.

00;27;28;15 - 00;27;33;02
And | said, like to myself, like | like,
okay, | can't jump back into it.

00;27;33;02 - 00;27;34;20
And people have told me,

00;27;34;20 - 00;27;38;07
everyone's been telling me like that,
like have been helping me heal.

00;27;38;07 - 00;27:38;26
Like, you know,

00;27;38;26 - 00;27;42;29
personal trainers, like all those people,
they're they're saying like that.

00;27:;42;29 - 00;27:44;15
They know | love to dance.

00;27:44:15 - 00;27:46;09
And that's the most dangerous thing.

00;27:46;09 - 00;27:49;01



And that's because
| want to get back into it so quickly.

00;27;49;01 - 00;27;52;03
I'm not going to give myself any proper
time to actually heal.

00;27:;52;10 - 00;27;56;09
| can't go back into it,
no matter how healed | actually feel.

00;27;56;17 - 00;27;59;03
That's not
that's not what's actually happening.

00;27;59;03 - 00;28;02;21
Like, you need to give yourself
the time that we as professionals

00;28;02;21 - 00;28;05;26
know that you need
and you can't push yourself.

00;28;05;26 - 00;28;06;25
And and we know it's

00;28;06;25 - 00;28;08;11
going to be the hardest thing
ever for you to do,

00;28;08;11 - 00;28;09;06
but you have to do it,

00;28;09;06 - 00;28;10;20
or else
you're only going to make things worse

00;28;10;20 - 00;28;13;07
and you're going to have no dance future
in front of you.

00;28;13;07 - 00;28;16;24
You're already risking
like your body so young



00;28;17;06 - 00;28;18;17
you're not going to have any future

00;28;18;17 - 00;28;22;10
if you continue to keep up this like,
dangerous, you know, activity.

00;28;22;10 - 00;28;24,06
Sounds like so. You're right.

00;28;24;06 - 00;28;27;09
So | dropped that hip hop class
and | took minimal amounts.

00;28;27;09 - 00;28;29;06
I'm only in three teams this year.

00;28;29;06 - 00;28;32;29
Last year
| was in like eight, so I'm only dancing

00;28:32;29 - 00;28:36;15
like five, six hours a week. Now.

00;28;37;12 - 00;28:41:09
And I'm definitely always being careful
when I'm dancing

00;28;41;09 - 00;28;42;21
and always taking precaution,

00;28:42;21 - 00;28:45;12
because the last thing | want to do
is hurt myself again,

00;28;45;12 - 00;28;46;18
because I've already been through that.

00;28;46;18 - 00;28;47;28
I'm not trying to do that again.

00;28;47;28 - 00;28;49;19
So that's also been a big struggle.



00;28;49;19 - 00;28;52;19
That's been happening through this season.

00;28:;53;06 - 00;28:55;26
Recently I just had my first competition.

00;28;57;09 - 00;29;00;10
Like, and it's the one | actually got
injured at, like the nationals.

00;29;00;10 - 00;29;03;16
The same one that | got injured at
the nationals is at the regional,

00;29;04;07 - 00;29;05;18
and it's always the first one we have.

00;29;05;18 - 00;29;06;28
So | was like really scared.

00;29;06;28 - 00;29;07;15
| was like, okay.

00;29;07;15 - 00;29;10;29
PTSD because it's the same place
I got injured, like guys and.

00;29;11;04 - 00;29;15;22
So, those three dances, | was like,
not really comfortable with them yet.

00;29:15;22 - 00;29:18;22
Like, | didn't learn them,

00;29;19;00 - 00;29;22;16
like, as well as other people did
because they were going 400%.

00;29:22:18 - 00;29:25;02
| couldn't do that.

| learn them like at 50%.

00;29;25;02 - 00;29;26:;09



| had to be careful.

00;29;26;09 - 00;29;28;22
And it felt really bad
because these choreographers,

00;29;28;22 - 00;29;30;11
they're professionals in the industry.

00;29;30;11 - 00;29;33;09
| had to like | had to not try

00;29;33;09 - 00;29;36;11
when like choreography,
such a serious thing in my studio.

00;29;36;11 - 00;29;38;05
Like, it's not like,
you know, dance theater

00;29;38;05 - 00;29;41;29
where I'm just like, yeah, yeah, like you,
you are locked in like this respect.

00;29;41;29 - 00;29;43;13
Like it's like it's crazy.

00;29:43;13 - 00;29:46;22

Like you have to lock in, because these
people are professionals and they like.

00;29;47;23 - 00;29;48;07
It's crazy.

00;29;48;07 - 00;29;49;11
It's so different from dance, for.

00;29;49;11 - 00;29;50;11
Sure, but it's okay. It's.

00;29;50;11 - 00;29;52;14
| love the experience.

00;29;52;14 - 00;29;54:09



But | wasn't able to give it my all,

00;29;54;09 - 00;29:58;00
which made me feel so guilty
because | was like, |, why am | even here?

00;29;58;00 - 00;30;00;27
Like, it seems like I'm not trying
even though the professionals

00;30;00;27 - 00;30;04;25
and choreographers, they know I'm injured,
but like, it still felt terrible.

00;30;05;16 - 00;30;08;03
| felt so bad and | was like, whatever.

00;30;08;03 - 00;30;11;09
So | learned it really like rusty Lee ish.

00;30;11;09 - 00;30;14;04
And | couldn't practice it
the same as other people could.

00;30;14;04 - 00;30;17;00
And so that was another thing,
having to watch

00;30;17;00 - 00;30;20;10
other people train and practice
while | was sitting on the side

00;30;20;25 - 00;30;24:03
going like at 10%, 50%
because | couldn't do it.

00;30;24;12 - 00;30;28;02
That made me feel like | was so weak
because | was like losing all my muscles.

00;30;28;02 - 00;30;29;08
What other people were working on

00;30;29;08 - 00;30;32;08



building their stamina, building
their like muscles, their strength.

00;30;32;12 - 00;30;35;01
And | had to sit and like,
wait for my body to heal.

00;30;35;01 - 00;30;37;20
| could do anything,
except for, like, physical therapy.

00;30;37;20 - 00;30;39;21
But it's not the same
because it's like dance, you know?

00;30;39;21 - 00;30;41;19
And so | was like, I'm not improving.

00;30;42;23 - 00;30;44;28
Well, that's how | felt at first.

00;30;44;28 - 00;30;48;19
But then through these experiences
of choreography

00;30;48;19 - 00;30;51;19
and going to class and all that,

00;30;51;25 - 00;30;54;25
| learned to kind of like, learn from

00;30;55;10 - 00;30;58;18
other people, like watching other people,
because similarly to

00;30;58;18 - 00;30;59;16
what happened in the Heat

00;30;59;16 - 00;31;02;04
nationals, where | was just sitting
in the back of the wheelchair,

00;31;02;04 - 00;31;03;29
I like noticed things that | didn't notice



before.

00;31;03;29 - 00;31:05;14
Like | notice

00;31;05;14 - 00;31;07;16
people's attitudes
when they're taking class

00;31:;07;16 - 00;31:;09;00
can be so different than what | thought.

00;31;09;00 - 00;31;12;25
And like my attitude and how I reflected
myself on other people.

00;31;12;25 - 00;31;17;03
And just like class atmosphere
and just like learning things

00;31;17;03 - 00;31;20;09
without actually doing it,
learning it through watching.

00;31;20;09 - 00;31;23;06
So | was like, this is actually
a very interesting learning experience.

00;31;23;06 - 00;31;25;25
Being able to watch instead of do.

00;31;25;25 - 00;31;27;16
It's really different.

00;31;27;16 - 00;31;29;26
But I tried to think about it
positively again.

00;31;29;26 - 00;31;32;02
And so going back to my first competition,

00;31;32;02 - 00;31;35;21
| was really scared because | didn't
practice as well as other people.



00;31;35;28 - 00;31;39;25
And so | was like warming up,
like by myself, like | was locking in.

00;31;39;25 - 00;31;41;02
| was like, this is so scary.

00;31;41;02 - 00;31;43;04
Because what if | injure myself on
stage again?

00;31;43;04 - 00;31;44;00
What's going to happen?

00;31;44;00 - 00;31;46;09
I'm going
to have to restart this entire thing.

00;31;46;09 - 00;31;49;22
But when | was like performing,

00;31:;50;00 - 00;31;54:01
| felt so, like so happy because | thought
| was never able to do that.

00;31;54;01 - 00;31;57;13
| would never be able to do this again
and compete with, you know, my,

00;31;57;21 - 00;32;01;04
my friends and my super close
friends, that | grew up with.

00;32;01;04 - 00;32;03;24
But | was able to do it. | was so happy.

00;32;03;24 - 00;32;06;24
And what maybe even happier
is that | didn't get injured again.

00;32;06;27 - 00;32;11;09
Because | realized I'm like,
okay, a lot of it is also just fear.



00;32;11;15 - 00;32;15;01
Like, yes, the doctors are telling me,
you can't go crazy.

00;32;15;04 - 00;32;15;27
You hurt yourself.

00;32;15;27 - 00;32;18;22
But also, I've been working so hard.

00;32;18;22 - 00;32;20;02
I've been doing physical therapy

00;32;20;02 - 00;32;22;27
constantly, and it's been like so hard
to keep that up.

00;32;22;27 - 00;32;24;21
I've been doing all these, like,

00;32;24;21 - 00;32;28;05
therapy for my legs and like,
I've been working on it.

00;32;28;13 - 00;32;30;17
It's actually paying off.

00;32;30;17 - 00;32;33;13
But consistency is key,
you know, and | learned that from this.

00;32;33;13 - 00;32;36;07
After popping. My knee
for the second time, | was like, okay.

00;32;36;07 - 00;32;37;14
| actually to walk it.

00;32;37;14 - 00;32;41;14
So | worked on physiotherapy
more than | ever did, and | like

00;32;42;01 - 00;32;46;06



was so self motivated to get back
into dancing because | missed it so much.

00:;32:46;13 - 00;32:49:09
And so when | was on stage,
| realized that and | was like,

00;32;49;09 - 00;32;53;29
man, | deserve this because | actually
worked hard to get better.

00;32;55;01 - 00;32;58;01
But that was just like this past weekend,
and I'm.

00;32;58;05 - 00;32;59;12
At a really good spot right now.

00;32;59;12 - 00;33;01;14
So after. All that struggling.

00;33;01;14 - 00;33;06;14
Like crazy waves of like depression
and happiness, depression, happiness.

00;33;06;14 - 00;33;09;13
| think | learned a lot
from these struggles.

00;33;09;25 - 00;33;10;26
That's so long.

00;33;10;26 - 00;33;12;21
That was like, actually so amazing.

00;33;12;21 - 00;33;14;13
You like this was like my story telling.

00;33;14;13 - 00;33;17;00
Like, okay,
but yeah, that's the story. Yeah.

00;33;17;00 - 00;33;20;00
And this is for like emotional



00;33;20;04 - 00;33:22:12
stuff.

00;33;22;12 - 00;33;23;27
Oh, | talked about my water.

00;33;23;27 - 00;33;26;12
Okay.

00;33;26;12 - 00;33;29;12
You know,
originally | was going to do, like,

00;33;30;00 - 00;33;33;02
| was going to do, like,
your new experience in theater, right?

00;33;33;02 - 00;33;33;21
Yeah.

00;33;33;21 - 00;33;36;23
But your, like, story with dance is also,

00;33;36;23 - 00;33;39;22
like, super impactful and, like,
meaningful.

00;33;40;00 - 00;33:41;07
Do you like,

00;33;41;07 - 00;33;44;20
| could, like, transition to, like,
focusing on that a little bit more.

00;33;45;10 - 00;33:46;26
Would you want that?

00;33;46;26 - 00;33;48;18
| don't know, | think |

00;33;49;27 - 00;33;52;17
would have a lot more to say, | think,
but | think | told you



00;33;52;17 - 00;33;56;05
like most of it in this
like other question, but | think theater

00;33;56;05 - 00;33;59;05
is definitely still part of it.

00;33;59;08 - 00;34;01;28
But like, I think it's
all kind of connected as one story.

00;34;01;28 - 00;34:05;16
So | don't really know what you wanted
to focus on, but | think the injury

00;34,06;03 - 00;34;08;09
definitely is like very important.
It's a lot movement.

00;34;08;09 - 00;34;10;16
You know, a lot. Yeah, yeah.

00;34;10;16 - 00;34;13;01
It's the one you can ask more about, like

00;34;13;01 - 00;34;15;12
like emotional like things that have
| don't like whatever.

00;34;15;12 - 00;34;18;12
Whatever floats your boat,
whatever tickles your pickle with either.

00;34;19;20 - 00;34,;22;20
Don't my.

00;34;23;11 - 00;34;25;09
Okay.

00;34:25;09 - 00;34:26:;28
Who are you inspired most

00;34,26;28 - 00;34,29;28



by at the same time?

00;34:;30;02 - 00;34;33;02
Oh, that's a good question.

00;34;33;09 - 00;34;34;20
There's a lot of answer to that question.

00;34;34;20 - 00;34;36;22
| think I'm inspired by

00;34;37;24 - 00;34;40;07
people | see at conventions all the time.

00;34;40;07 - 00;34;44;17
I'm inspired by other dancers that | don't
even know, that | just see dancing.

00;34;44;17 - 00;34,;46;04
And I'm inspired by the teachers. I'm.

00;34,;46;04 - 00;34;48;16
I'm inspired by the assistance.

00;34;48;16 - 00;34;53;05
I'm inspired by the photographers at the
conventions because they're so talented.

00;34;53;05 - 00;34;54:;26
Like, where's their freaking attention?

00;34;54;26 - 00;34;56;23
Like,
they they're like, there's so many people.

00;34:;56;23 - 00;34:59;25
It takes a village, you know,
to make these, like, make dance happen.

00;35;00;02 - 00;35;02;14
So I'm inspired
by all the different people

00;35;02;14 - 00;35;05;29



that work around in this industry,
because they all have such specific

00;35;05;29 - 00;35;10;01
and needed talents for this art
and for this type of entertainment.

00;35;11;01 - 00;35;12;17
And so that's number one.

00;35;12;17 - 00;35;16;16
Number two, I'm also inspired by like
my own studio mates and like my own

00;35;16;16 - 00;35;19;28
dancer friends because they are like
right here next to me.

00;35;19;28 - 00;35;21;29
They're going through
the same stuff and working,

00;35;23;14 - 00;35;23;28
they're going

00;35;23;28 - 00;35;26:;29
like we're experiencing
this dance at the studio together.

00;35;26;29 - 00;35;29;12
And they like, means so much to me.

00;35;29;12 - 00;35;30;23
So I'm very inspired by them.

00;35;30;23 - 00;35;32;26
And they're always, like, supporting me,
always helping me.

00;35;32;26 - 00;35;34;00
They help me through this injury.

00;35;34;00 - 00;35;36;08
| could not have done it without them.



00;35;36;08 - 00;35;39;05
And I'm also inspired by my,
like, studio director and my, like,

00;35;39;05 - 00;35;43;03
the studio owners
and like my teachers at mosquito.

00;35:43;13 - 00;35:44:01
Mosquito.

00;35:44;01 - 00;35;46;21
She's very chill and like dance spectrum.

00;35;46;21 - 00;35;47;27
| love that.

00;35;47;27 - 00;35;49;15
Like looking at everyone.

00;35;49;15 - 00;35;52;20
Like I'm inspired by the people
| see on Instagram Reels that are dancing.

00;35;52;20 - 00;35;56;24
I'm inspired by the people | see in backup
dancers, like I'm inspired by, like

00;35;58;01 - 00;36;01;24
the people | see when | go to concerts
like that or that of dancing.

00;36;01;24 - 00;36;03;19
I'm like, wow, | really want to do this.

00;36;03;19 - 00;36;07;05
So a lot of different answers,
but I'm inspired by a lot of people.

00;36;08;24 - 00;36;11;24
Okay.

00;36;13;28 - 00;36;16;28



Well, one question is,
do you want to be a professional dancer?

00;36;17;03 - 00;36;18;28
| actually, like, have a.

00;36;18;28 - 00;36;21;11
Pretty like.

00:;36:21;11 - 00;36;22;:16
In my head it's.

00;36;22;16 - 00;36;25;22
Yes, but also professional dancer,
meaning, like,

00;36;26:19 - 00;36;30;16
| want to be connected to this
art of dance.

00;36;30;22 - 00;36;33;20
It doesn't matter really what it is,
but | want to be a part of it.

00;36;33;20 - 00;36;37;22
| want it to be a part of my life,
you know, for as long as | can enjoy it.

00;36;38;03 - 00;36;41;21
And | definitely think | will be unless,
you know, something else happens. But.

00;36:42;01 - 00;36:46;09
But when | mean, like, professional
dancer, | want to be like a choreographer

00;36;46;16 - 00;36;50;16
or someone that maybe, like, direct
something because | really want

00;36;50;16 - 00;36;54:;01
to have like a creative outlet
or something that | enjoy.



00;36;54;11 - 00;36;58;07
But still in the professional industry
that | want to be able to do, for example,

00;36;58;07 - 00;36;58;24
like theater

00;36;58;24 - 00;37;02;11
is still a part of like dance,
but maybe | could choreograph for theater,

00;37;02;11 - 00;37;03;03
or maybe | can,

00;37;03;03 - 00;37;07;09
like be a dancer and | just ensembile,
you know, in Broadway or something.

00;37;07;09 - 00;37;09;25
Like, there's a lot. Of roots dance
you could go or.

00;37;09;25 - 00;37;13;05
Choreographer K-pop like that
is definitely also one of my dreams, like,

00;37;13;13 - 00;37:14;06
and it's still one of.

00;37;14;06 - 00;37;17;09
My dreams because | want to go to Korea
to see what dance there is like.

00;37;17;19 - 00;37;20;16
And same with like other places,
like maybe like.

00;37;20;16 - 00;37:21;02
| don't know where.

00;37;21;02 - 00;37;24:17
| was, like, | just want to like travel
and see like how like other,



00;37;24;17 - 00;37;28;15
like places in the world experience dance
and like, that kind of stuff.

00;37:;28;15 - 00;37:28:;26
Because | know

00;37;28;26 - 00;37;32;12
Korea is a big one, especially with K-pop
and idol like training and all that.

00;37;33;01 - 00;37;35;17
But | want to be like, | don't necessarily

00;37;35;17 - 00;37;38;25
want to be the idol, but | want to be
the person that creates the peace.

00;37;38;25 - 00;37;41;29
And | want to be someone that people want

00;37;42;08 - 00;37;45;08
to create their pieces
because | want to like.

00;37:;45;08 - 00;37:;47;01
Like | don't want to say
| want to be famous, you know?

00;37;47;01 - 00;37;48;20
But | kind of have to for my

00;37:48;20 - 00;37;51;27
if | were to take this job because, like,
| want people to want me

00;37;52;12 - 00;37;55;23
so to because they like my career,
they want me to create something for them.

00;37:;55;23 - 00;37;56;21
Like, that's what | want,

00;37;56;21 - 00;37;59;24



because | think that's like almost doing
like a favorite of people.

00;37;59;25 - 00;38;02;04
They're like, oh, they want my career.
| feel so honored.

00;38;02;04 - 00;38;03;18
Like I'd be happy to do it for you.

00;38;03;18 - 00;38;06;14
But then | also get money, you know, like,
| would be pretty cool.

00;38;06;14 - 00;38;08;13
But that's what | mean
by professional dancer,

00;38;08;13 - 00;38;10;18
you know, like like you going
a bunch of different routes.

00;38;10;18 - 00;38;11;07
Art. Yeah.

00;38;11;07 - 00;38;13;10
And same with, like, music videos
or like back of dancing,

00;38;13;10 - 00;38;16;04
like it's
all something that I'm very interested in.

00;38;17;06 - 00;38;18;03
Yeah.

00;38;18;03 - 00;38;21;02
Okay.

00;38:21:15 - 00;38:21;26
Is the

00;38;21;26 - 00;38;24;26
drama and dance



as dramatic is the drama and drama.

00;38;25;03 - 00;38;25;25
Oh no.

00;38;25;25 - 00;38;28;24
That's so interesting.

00;38;29;01 - 00;38;30;25
| think

00;38;30;25 - 00;38;33;03
well obviously I'm very new to theater.

00;38;33;03 - 00;38;34;02
Right.

00;38;34;02 - 00;38:37;29
But starting with dance drama,
a lot of it the.

00;38;37;29 - 00;38;39;04
Yes, there's a lot of drama.

00;38;39;04 - 00;38;42;00
Like name one place where there's
no drama, like, not like, you know.

00;38;42;00 - 00;38;44;12
Yeah. So like there. Is
there's always going to be drama.

00:;38:44:12 - 00;38:46;04
There's always going to be some girls
that are bratty

00;38;46;04 - 00;38;49;04
or some dancers that are like,
don't try as hard or some,

00;38;49;04 - 00;38;50;16
you know, it's always going to be
something like that.



00;38;50;16 - 00;38;54;25
And | think at the end of the day,
we're still kids

00;38;54;25 - 00;38:58;25
figuring out what we want to do,
you know, so that drama can go so far

00;38;59;04 - 00;39;02;01
to where people can be immature about it.

00;39;02;01 - 00;39;04;13
People can be like,
oh, this person sucks, or this person,

00;39;04;13 - 00;39;06;00
you know, like it
can go a lot of different ways.

00;39;06;00 - 00;39;09;09
But | think at the end they were all just
trying to figure out what we want to do.

00;39;10;25 - 00;39;12;16
Again, a lot of it is like pressure.

00;39;12;16 - 00;39;16;07
A lot of it is like, like parents,
you know, pressuring their kids.

00;39;16;07 - 00;39;17;12
And a lot of is teachers.

00;39;17;12 - 00;39;21;03
A lot of it is competing with other kids
and toxic convention space.

00;39;21;19 - 00;39;24;19
A lot of it's also like,

00;39;25;03 - 00;39;27:29
like teachers
and like dance history, dance culture



00;39;27;29 - 00;39;31;26
and like how to not appropriate,
but how to appreciate and like it's a lot

00;39;31;26 - 00;39:36;15
of like borderline things that, like many
teachers, can teach wrong or teach right.

00;39;36;23 - 00;39;40;09
And | think that's a big part of
do like my years of dance.

00;39;40;09 - 00;39;41;22
That's what I've figured out.

00;39;41;22 - 00;39;44;00
But through drama, it's
kind of just like also like.

00;39;44;00 - 00;39;45;27
Small, petty things.

00;39:45;27 - 00;39:47:15
But I'm sure a lot of it is similar.

00;39:47;15 - 00;39:48;20
Like, some people don't try as hard.

00;39;48;20 - 00;39;51;07
Some people are making
fun of other people.

00;39;51;07 - 00;39;51;26
Some people judge.

00;39;51;26 - 00;39;53;07
Like that happens in both.

00;39;53;07 - 00;39;55;27
And | think it's just.

00;39;55;27 - 00;39;57;19
You know, adolescent kids thing.



00;39;58;27 - 00;40;00;27
But you know, as much as there is.

00;40;00;27 - 00;40;03;00
Drama,
| don't like to spread negativity. Much.

00;40;03;00 - 00;40;07;22
But | think sometimes it's fun to gossip,
but, you know, it's it is how it is.

00;40;07;22 - 00;40;09;11
Yeah. Teenagers.

00;40;09;11 - 00;40;11;22
Yeah. It's like, yeah, yeah.

00;40;11;22 - 00;40;14;22
Oh, okay.

00;40;14;22 - 00;40;17;09
What sparked your interest in theater?

00;40;17;09 - 00;40;19;14
Oh, I was looking for this question.

00;40;19;14 - 00;40;22;02
So is freshman year,

00;40;22;02 - 00;40;26;23
and | loved playing D&D with my friends.

00:;40;26;23 - 00;40;31;22
| was lucky | was such a
| still love like d and d d d so far.

00;40;31;23 - 00;40;33;21
| love cake decorating and | love.

00;40;33;21 - 00;40;35;05
Stories and fantasy worlds.

00;40;35;05 - 00;40;39;02
Anyways, | love the idea of playing



with my friends all the time, and.

00;40;39;13 - 00;40;43;08
I noticed this poster on the school wall
and | was like, oh, what is that?

00;40;43;08 - 00;40;45;14
There's a dice on it.
I'm gonna look at it.

00;40;45;14 - 00;40;48;27
And it was a D and D frickin play.

00;40;48;27 - 00;40;51;01
And | was like, oh, | have to watch this.

00;40;51;01 - 00;40;53;06
And the art here is really good.
Whoever made that or.

00;40;53;06 - 00;40;56;05
Like, shout out to you, you, like,
attracted my eye to that poster like.

00;40;56:;05 - 00;40;58;10
Celia. Yeah. Celia. You're cool.

00;40:;59;13 - 00;41:01;:19
So | was like, dude, this is so sick.

00;41;01;19 - 00;41;02;16
Like, I'm going to go watch.

00;41;02;16 - 00;41,06;04

And so | was like, | think [ just like,
finish dance or something.

00;41;06;04 - 00;41;07;13
And | was like, going home that.

00;41;07;13 - 00;41;09;14
We need to go wash. This right now.

00;41;09;14 - 00;41;10;21



If we don't leave
now, we're going to be late.

00;41;10;21 - 00;41;11;28
He's like, okay, let's go.

00:41:11;28 - 00;41;15;03
And so | was like, like a minute late,
maybe like that.

00;41;15;03 - 00;41;17;19
Just started
| like. Paid | got sick right again.

00;41;17;19 - 00;41;19;18
And | was like go, go, go. And then.

00;41:19;18 - 00;41;23;07
| was like, | sat down
and then it started and | was like.

00:41:23;27 - 00;:41:25;14
This is so cool.

00:;41:25;14 - 00;41;27;00
Like, | want to do this.

00:;41;27;00 - 00;41:31;09
And like, | don't know, | don't even like,
| can't, | can't.

00;41;31;09 - 00;41;32;14
It was so amazing.

00;41;32;14 - 00;41;34;20
| like sparked. That's what it. Sparked.
Something in me.

00;41;34;20 - 00;41;36;07
Freshman year.

00;41;36;07 - 00;41;39;10
She kills monsters now
view high school theater.



00;41;39;10 - 00;41;40,06
Right okay.

00:;41:40;06 - 00;41:42;07
So | was there, | was watching,
| was like,

00;41;42;07 - 00;41;44;15
oh my God, this might be the best thing
I've ever watched in my life.

00:;41:44;15 - 00;41:45;10
Like, I'm not going to joke.

00;41:45;10 - 00;41:47;12
Like I'm like, wait, this is so cool.

00;41;47;12 - 00;41;49;15
And after that, | literally went home.

00;41;49;15 - 00;41;53;20
| cried, okay, | cried, | went outside
to like, see all the theater people.

00;41;53;20 - 00;41;54:;25
| was like, that's me.

00;41;54;25 - 00;41;57;10
As a cry boy. My eyes out so embarrassing.

00;41;57;10 - 00;41;58;22
Like it's not coming down.

00;41;58;22 - 00;42;01;05
| was in for like,
all these, like, amazing actors.

00;42;01;05 - 00;42;01;18
They're like.

00;42;01;18 - 00;42;02;17
Who the fuck is this girl?



00;42;02;17 - 00;42;04;16
Like, who is like,
who is like, it's all good of you, right?

00;42:04;16 - 00;42;05;23
I was like, | was just so good.

00;42;05;23 - 00;42;07;29
So that's why | went home.

00;42;07;29 - 00;:42:11;06
| sitting on the toilet
and | cried some more.

00:42:11:18 - 00;42;12:12
| was like, this.

00;42;12;12 - 00;42;13;01
| was so bad.

00;42;13;01 - 00;42;15;17
| was like,
what if the theater's like college?

00;42;15;17 - 00;42;17;04
And so | was like.

00:42:17;04 - 00;42;19;11
| really, really want to do theater.

00;42:19;11 - 00;42;22:14
And oh, no, wait, | can't because.

00;42;22;14 - 00;42;25;16
| have so much dance and I'm really
dancing 15, 16 hours a week.

00:;42:26;00 - 00;42;29;27
| can't do theater because rehearsals
probably take that much time as well.

00;42;29;28 - 00;42:31;:13
| can't do that.



00;42;31;13 - 00;42;34:;00
So, you know,
maybe | was like, okay, | can do it.

00;42:;34;00 - 00;42;36;01
I guess | could just like, sit
and appreciate

00;42;36;01 - 00;42;39;28
theater, like I, you know, like go
and watch their plays or musicals.

00;42;39;28 - 00;42;44;27
And so | also watched a little Shop
of Horrors that was so freaking good.

00;42;45;22 - 00;42;47;29
What was last year's play?

00;42;47;29 - 00;42;50;16
Delay. All right. | was part of that.

00:;42;50;16 - 00;42:51;14
| was part of it.

00;42;51;14 - 00;42;54:;04
| literally forgot because | was a funny.

00;42:54:04 - 00;42;55:26
But it's a fun time. Yeah.

00:42:55;26 - 00;42:58;14
Fun times.

00;42;58;14 - 00;43;02;10
| at least | was
| was able to be a part of a play,

00;43;02;10 - 00;43;05;03
you know, like,
you know, it was like an experience.

00;43;05;03 - 00;43:;08;05
Like at least | was able to do it



because I've always loved to do it.

00;43;08;19 - 00;43;11;02
And | was like, just experience.

00:;43;11;:02 - 00;43;11;22
But I'm sure that's.

00;43;11;22 - 00;43;14;10
Not what an actual like year is like.

00;43;14;10 - 00;43;17,08
So but | was still like,
okay, like that already.

00;43;17;08 - 00;43;19;25
Like doing that for delay already
took so much time.

00;43;19;25 - 00;43;22;08
Like I had to sacrifice a lot of things
for that already.

00;43;22;08 - 00;43;24;21
| definitely cannot even,
like try and audition.

00:43:24;21 - 00;43;25;12
Like, | can't do it.

00;43;26;21 - 00;43;27:;01
Boom.

00;43;27;01 - 00;43;28;07
| get injured.

00;43;28;07 - 00;43;31;17
I go, wait, | have time for theater now.

00;43;31;22 - 00;43;33;15
So I'm like, oh, | don't dance.

00;43;33;15 - 00;43;38;25
It's like, you know, maybe | can, like,



sing and act like triple threat, perhaps.

00;43;39;05 - 00;43:42;05
But | like, | see how role.

00;43;42;25 - 00;43:45;03
Oh, that's my little brother.

00;43;45;03 - 00;43;45;21
| only say.

00;43;45;21 - 00;43;48;08
Mediocre, but whatever | audition,
| tried that.

00;43;48;08 - 00;43;49;23
Yeah. Here. I'm doing interview.
Get out of here.

00;43;49;23 - 00;43;51;09
Yeah, yeah.

00;43:;51;09 - 00;43;54:;02
Bye bye.

00;43;54;02 - 00;43;54;17
Get up.

00;43;54;17 - 00;43;57;17
Oh, that's his. Rex from his car.

00;43;57;24 - 00;43;59;06
Yeah, it's pretty cool. It's a car.

00;43;59;06 - 00;44;02;08
Yeah, it's a great song. | love your.

00;44:;02;09 - 00;44:02;24
That's cool. Yeah, I.

00:;44:02;24 - 00;44:05;09
Think it's okay.

00;44:05;09 - 00;44:08;04



When | get injured, | like, whoa,

00;44:08;04 - 00;44:11:01
| have time to do theater.

00;44:11;01 - 00;44;12;22
And | was like,

00:44:12;22 - 00;44:13:16
| want to do it.

00;44:13;:16 - 00;44:18:16
And so Mountain View High School released
Hades Town as their music.

00;44;18;16 - 00;44;21;09
| was like, | don't know what the hell
that is, but I'm going to try.

00;44;21;09 - 00;44;24;13
So | researched and my friend, she's like,
she loves musical.

00;44;24;19 - 00;44:;26;22
Shout out, Brooke, | love you.

00;44;26;22 - 00;44;28;22
And she's like, oh my. To Haiti sound.

00;44;28;22 - 00;44;32;06
Let me put you on, search up Haiti's town,
slide it for you.

00;44:32;06 - 00;44:;33;25
And | was like, okay.

00;44:;33;25 - 00;44:;36;10
And | watched it all on YouTube and |.

00;44:;36;10 - 00;44;37:11
Fell in love with that.

00:44:37;11 - 00;44;38:04
| was like,



00;44;38;04 - 00;44,;40;25
this is might be like the most like,
| didn't know they made musicals

00;44:40;25 - 00;44:43;02
like this,
like a teaser. It's so different.

00;44:43;02 - 00;44:45;01
Like | was listening to the recording
for the first time.

00;44:45;01 - 00;44:45;23
| was like.

00;44;45;23 - 00;44,;46;23
Dang, this is groovy.

00:;44:46;23 - 00;44:49:13
As like, it's not like another, like,
musical. Song, you know?

00;44:49;13 - 00;44:;53;25
This is like jazz, R&B type,
like like blues.

00;44:53;26 - 00;44:55;17
You know, this is like it's giving.

00;44:55;17 - 00;44;57;07
I'm like, this is what | want to do.

00;44:57;07 - 00;45;01;06
And | was like,
| heard it and | heard Persephone singing.

00:;45:01;06 - 00;45;03;05
And | was like, whoa!

00;45;03;05 - 00;45;05;21
| was watching Persephone dancing.

00;45;05;21 - 00;45;08:;03



On the, slap tutorial.

00;45;08;03 - 00;45;09;28
And | was like, | could do that.

00;45;09;28 - 00;45;11;12
| can see myself doing that.

00:45:11:12 - 00;45;12;29
And | was like.

00;45;12;29 - 00;45;15;13
Bitch, I'm a truck, I'm a driver.

00;45;15;13 - 00;45;18;25
I'm gonna I'm gonna audition for this
freaking musical.

00;45;18;25 - 00;45;21;15
Because that is literally like,
| can see myself doing that.

00;45;21;15 - 00;45;23;22
And I'm like, | don't even care.
| get this ensemble.

00;45;23;22 - 00;45;25;29
I just, | just want to do it,
you know? And | finally have time.

00:;45;25;29 - 00;45;27;29
So | actually had like, hope.

00;45;27;29 - 00;45;29;27
And so | auditioned and | got.

00;45;29;27 - 00;45;32;28
Called back and | was like, oh, wait,
wait, wait, why am | Logan eating Loki?

00:;45;33;07 - 00;45;36;07
And Kayla was. Begging me like, do this.

00;45;36;09 - 00;45;39;18



The moments where | was like, wait,
we were waiting for the cast to come out.

00;45;39;19 - 00;45;42;18
She was like,
Karen, please take voice lessons.

00;45:42;18 - 00;45:43;26
Like, please, like she's begging me.

00;45;43;26 - 00;45;46;26
| was like, | was like,
okay, like this kind of says, but okay.

00:45:46;27 - 00;45:48;29
And the cast.

00:;45:48;29 - 00;45;50;29
List came out when | was in dance.

00;45;50;29 - 00;45;53;26
And so | was in dancer
screaming my booty cheeks off.

00;45;53;26 - 00;45;55;11
| was like, oh, | got you for something

00:;45:55;11 - 00;45;57;23
| like musical for the dancer,
like screaming for me.

00;45;57;23 - 00;45;59;14
And then they called me Powerade
for Stephanie

00:;45:59;14 - 00;46:01;15
because of my hair is kind of goofy.

00;46;01;15 - 00;46;03;11
Well, it's like iconic.

00;46;03;11 - 00;46;05;07
And | was like, so happy.



00;46;05;07 - 00;46;08;00
And | was like.
This is literally what | want to do.

00:;46:08;00 - 00;46;09;06
Let's the last question, right.

00;46;09;06 - 00;46;10;23
Like conjugated like, yeah, okay.

00;46;11;22 - 00;46;13;15
| just keep going up until it's my that.

00;46;13;15 - 00;46;14;02
Also, by the.

00;46;14,02 - 00;46;17,06
Way, you can swear | don't care
| like Bleep it out.

00;46;17;22 - 00;46;20;09
You can put like a like get over it. Yeah.

00;46;20;09 - 00;46;21;26
Whatever okay. Yeah.

00;46;21;26 - 00;46;24;20
You brought me out of that okay.

00;46;24;20 - 00;46;27;20
But yeah that's how I got to theater.

00:;46:27;20 - 00;46:28;16
And | love it.

00:;46:28;16 - 00;46:30;23
It's awesome.

00;46;30;23 - 00;46;32;26
Except for when

00;46;32;26 - 00;46;35;25
the director keeps you like.



00;46;35;25 - 00;46;37;24
Oh my God, that's fun. It was funny.

00:46:37;24 - 00;46:38:;01
Yeah.

00;46;38;01 - 00;46:41;09
No, he had,
he had a habit of that, freshman year.

00;46;41;09 - 00;46;45;26
Like a bad habit because, like,
he would call, like, everybody.

00;46;45;26 - 00;46;49;04
And then only two people
would actually rehearse,

00;46;49;19 - 00;46;51;28
and then they would go to, like, seven,

00:46:51;28 - 00;46:54:08
and people were like,
wouldn't have rehearsed at all.

00;46:;54;08 - 00;46;56:;08
And then he would be like, oh, too late.

00;46;56;08 - 00;46;57;08
You got to go home.

00;46;57,08 - 00;46;58;06
And it's like, why?

00;46;58;06 - 00;47;00;13
Why am | here? Yeah, yeah, yeah.

00;47;00;13 - 00;47;02;18
But they doing less of that
because it stayed on Joe.

00;47;02;18 - 00;47;04;17
Like they actually does the thing like he,



00;47;07;06 - 00;47;10;06
How is your theater experience
been so far?

00:;47:10;25 - 00;47:13;25
| think well, okay, first
| started voice lessons.

00;47;14;02 - 00;47;17;26
And so | honestly have to do that
because singing is honestly something

00;47;18;09 - 00;47;19;24
I've always been kind of interested in.

00;47:;19;24 - 00;47;22;21
When | was in elementary school,
| was actually in, A rock band,

00;47;22;21 - 00;47;23,17
like Don't Play.

00;47;23;17 - 00;47;24;14
| was lead singer.

00;47:;24:14 - 00;47;27:13
My rock band, and in middle.

00:;47:27:13 - 00;47:28;04
School was in choir.

00;47;28;04 - 00;47;29;13
But that was like for like a year.

00:47:29:13 -00:47:32:13
To it was like kind of. Whatever.

00;47;32;17 - 00;47;36;25
And | wasn't really connected with singing
as much as it was with other things.

00;47;36;25 - 00;47;39;19
But like, now I'm like kind of interested
in singing, actually.



00;47;39;19 - 00;47;42;07
So | was like,
oh, maybe | can actually like, improve.

00;47:42;07 - 00;47:44:13
Because it's cool and | need to do it.

00;47;44;13 - 00;47;45;23
Anyways. Really sound.

00;47;45;23 - 00;47;48;17
So yeah, | got into vocal lessons.

00;47;48;17 - 00;47;50;25
| still doing that
now, still trying to improve. But

00;47;52;18 - 00;47;54;22
Big problem | never forget.

00;47;54;22 - 00;47;58;14
Big problem is that | keep yelling
at like dad's competitions.

00;47:58;14 - 00;48;00;18
So like my voice gets,

00;48;00;18 - 00;48;02;25
like it's like got.

00;48;02;25 - 00;48;05;11
| can probably tell like a little bit,
but it's fine.

00:;48:;05;11 - 00;48;06;14
It'll come back soon, | hope.

00;48;06;14 - 00;48;08;19
But | had to stop doing that
because it's Kane who told me.

00;48;08;19 - 00;48;10;00
She's like, now you're triple threat.



00;48;10;00 - 00;48;12;05
You can't be screaming anymore.
I'm like. Yeah, you're right.

00;48;12;05 - 00;48;15;05
| have to say my voice like you, | forgot,
but | actually about it.

00:48:16;07 - 00;48:17:25
But what's the question?

00:48;17;25 - 00;48;20;12
Me oh, | experience the the fuck.

00;48;20;12 - 00;48;22;03
Okay.

00;48;22;03 - 00;48;24:;25
| was able to.

00;48;24;25 - 00;48;26;15
Choreograph for Haley Stout.

00;48;26;15 - 00;48;29;01
And | was so shocked.

00:;48;29;01 - 00;48:32;05
Actually, no, | wasn't, because Miss Cato,
she was like, oh,

00;48;32;05 - 00;48;34;04
I'm having so much trouble. Stress, like,
whatever.

00:;48;34;04 - 00;48:36;15
She's like having a bit of trouble
choreographing

00;48;36:15 - 00;48:38;18
all these numbers raised out.

I was like, oh, if you.

00;48;38;18 - 00;48;41;13



Are, | can help. Like,
| was like half joking, but not really.

00;48;41;13 - 00;48;44;07
| was like, you know, I'm a, you know, me,
I'm a choreographer, like getting help.

00;48;44;07 - 00;48:46;18
And | love choreographing
choreography and choreography.

00;48;46;18 - 00;48;49;16
Well, and she's like,
really? And | was like, yes.

00;48;49;16 - 00;48;51;27
And then she's like,
okay, do these songs. I'm like, really?

00;48;51;27 - 00;48;53;22
Because like, when | was listening
to these songs before.

00;48;53;22 - 00;48;57;18
| literally already thought of it, like
| was like, oh, we could do this here.

00:;48:57;18 - 00;48;58;28
But obviously if | can choreograph,

00:;48;58;28 - 00;49:00;10
but then she's like,
you could go grab these guys.

00;49;00;10 - 00;49;03;00
I'm like, wait,
because | actually wanted to do that.

00;49;03;00 - 00;49;05;20
And | actually thought of stuff already
and | was like.

00;49;05;20 - 00;49;06;21
Wow, lucky me.



00;49;06;21 - 00;49;08;24
So I'm really thankful
for this opportunity

00;49;08;24 - 00;49;13;09
and that | get to do something
that not usually a lot of people.

00:;49:13;10 - 00;49:14:18
Well, actually, I'm sure.

00;49:14;18 - 00;49;:17:17
There's lawsuit choreographers, but like,
still not like,

00;49;17;17 - 00;49;20;18
like super early in like other musicals,
you know, like they do that.

00;49;20;18 - 00;49;24;11
But still | feel like this
was a really good way for me to also like,

00;49;25;01 - 00;49;30;01
write like put my like R and corrido
out there and for people to see.

00;49;30;01 - 00;49;31;21
| think that's I'm so lucky to do that.

00;49;32;27 - 00;49;34;16
Ever college resume, you know.

00;49;34;16 - 00;49;36;26
Like, you know very for it.

00;49;36;26 - 00;49;39;15
So I'm very thankful | got to choreograph

00;49;39;15 - 00;49;42;21
and | think it was a wonderful experience,
even though there's a bunch of dancers



00;49;42;21 - 00;49;46;03
at different levels,
I think still being able to choreograph

00:;49:46;03 - 00;49:49;24
something different than like an actual
dance piece, but a musical piece instead.

00;49;50;08 - 00;49;51;28
Has such been
like an interesting experience?

00;49;51;28 - 00;49:54:05
| kind of had to change my mindset
to like,

00;49;54;05 - 00;49;56;06
oh, you have to sing and dance
at the same time. How do you do that?

00;49;56;06 - 00;49;57;21
Oh, you can't be dancing all the time.

00;49;57;21 - 00;49;59;12
You have to like, tell the story as well.

00;49;59;12 - 00;50;03;05
So that's that's like a big job for me
because | actually wanted to do well,

00;50;03;07 - 00;50;04:;16
you know, | just
| don't want to just be like,

00;50;04;16 - 00;50;07;16
oh, I'm just going to do whatever,
you know, like some other people do.

00;50;07;18 - 00;50;08;09
| don't know.

00;50;08;09 - 00;50;11;21
But | think that has been like highlight
because,



00;50;12;06 - 00;50;16;07
like, it's just been so fun and,
another thing is like making friends.

00;50;16;07 - 00;50;17;23
| was really excited to.

00;50;17;23 - 00;50;21;04
Meet all these theater people because
| thought theater people were pretty cool.

00;50;21;04 - 00;50;22;00
Like, I'm not going to lie.

00;50;22;00 - 00;50;25;01
Like, like, you know, people always say
like, theater kids are weird, but, like,

00;50;25;01 - 00;50;27;01
| actually think they're so cool,
you know?

00;50;27;01 - 00;50;28;17
Like, where do you think you like
actors come from?

00;50;28;17 - 00;50;31;12
Like, they're all theater kids at heart.
Like, come on now.

00;50;31;12 - 00;50;35;13
But | was real excited to meet new people
and get closer to all these people

00;50;35;13 - 00;50;37:;05
because | actually thought
they were so cool.

00;50;37;05 - 00;50;39;14
Like what?
| was like. Watching. Plays and musicals.

00;50;39;14 - 00;50;42;06



| was like, these are literally my
idols. Like, they're so cool,

00:;50:43;09 - 00;50:44:09
so cool.

00;50;44;09 - 00;50;46;14
| said, so cool. Maybe like 20 times.

00:;50:46;14 - 00;50;49;11
But | really wanted to get to know
new people.

00;50;49;11 - 00;50;51;24
And | did,
and | was very happy about that.

00;50;51;24 - 00;50;55;04
And Max Kelly, | love you. You're so cool.

00;50;55;04 - 00;50;58;04
Like, | literally love Max
and NCO Kelly, like the Kelly.

00;50;58;09 - 00;51;00;27
Twins, are literally.
My favorite people in the world.

00;51;00;27 - 00;51;04;11
Of another thing that's C low key.

00;51;04;11 - 00;51;07;19
That's, | think also singing
with everyone's really fun

00;51;07;19 - 00;51;09;10
like it's a choir again.

00;51;09;10 - 00;51;12;00
But | really it's just like it's a cool.

00;51;12;00 - 00;51;15;17
And play with the oh my god,
I love. It when we see with the pit



00;51;15;17 - 00;51;18;17
because | actually love creating music.

00;51;19;12 - 00;51:21:18
| love like

00;51;21;18 - 00;51;22;12
| love bands.

00:;51;22;12 - 00;51;23:07
Like I love the idea.

00;51;23;07 - 00;51;24;13
Of bands because, like,

00;51;24;13 - 00;51;26;10
everyone's playing their own part
and you get to create something

00;51;26;10 - 00;51;29;21
so beautiful that you all love together
as an art that you all want to do.

00;51;30;03 - 00;51;32;01
And | was like, that's so cool.

00;51;32;01 - 00;51:33;19
| just think that's so cool. Like,
| think.

00;51;33;19 - 00;51;35;25
Play instruments and like this music.

00:;51:35;25 - 00;51:38;22
Music as an art is so cool.
And | respect the pit. Pit.

00;51;38;22 - 00;51;41;16
If you listen to the shout out,
you're so freaking fucking cool.

00;51;41;16 - 00;51;42;28
I, | think it's so cool.



00;51;42;28 - 00;51;45;28
Like actually like,
oh my God, | love the pit.

00;51;46;14 - 00;51:47;10
You know, if | had, like,

00;51;47;10 - 00;51;51;04
all instruments, so talent,
| would be playing the trombone, right?

00;51;51;04 - 00;51;53;07
Like,
| don't fucking know. Like, whatever.

00;51;53;07 - 00;51;54,03
| think playing

00;51;54;03 - 00;51;58;03
and singing with the pit is so cool
because really, I'm listening to them.

00;51;58;03 - 00;51;59;07
They're listening to me. It's like.

00;51;59;07 - 00;52;01;08
It's like a spiritual connection,
you know?

00;52;01;08 - 00;52;04:08
You don't get that like other, like,

00;52;04;15 - 00;52;08;24
schools, like people like they don't get
this opportunity to connect with people,

00;52;08;24 - 00;52;14;15
especially in high school at this level
of like music, like knowledge and music.

00;52;14;15 - 00;52;16;14
Just being able to do that is so lucky.



00;52;16;14 - 00;52;18;01
I'm so lucky to be able to do this

00;52;18;01 - 00;52;21;01
and have such talented people around me,
because it's literally like.

00;52;21;12 - 00;52;23;20
It brings myself so much joy.

00;52;23;20 - 00;52;25;19
And | just think that's honestly been

00;52;25;19 - 00;52;28;27
maybe an even bigger highlight
than choreography, because it's something

00;52;28;27 - 00;52:31;28
new that | haven't
been able to do much like.

00;52;32;18 - 00;52;34;19
Oh God, I've done it. So cool.

00;52;34;19 - 00;52;36;13
The end is so cool, guys.

00;52:;36;13 - 00;52;37;28
Stop and see what people.

00;52;37;28 - 00;52;41;20
Their, their
their costumes are going to work there.

00;52:42;02 - 00;52:43:17
There's so much debate
about their costume.

00;52;43;17 - 00;52;44;21
Really? Yeah.

00;52;44;21 - 00;52;48;09
But what we've decided is that, well,
we're just going to have Jo figure it out.



00;52;48;15 - 00;52;50;19
Oh, she has a question. Okay.

00;52:;50;19 - 00;52:53;19
Mr. Morris was, like, not into her vision,
but we're going to convince him.

00;52;54;03 - 00;52;55;03
Okay. Got that.

00;52;55;03 - 00;52;57;01
Yeah, also, | don't

00;52;57;01 - 00;52;59;16
| think this is the first time
like a student has choreographed.

00;52;59;16 - 00;53;00;19
Really? Yeah.

00;53;00;19 - 00;53;03;06
Because like they said, Grace
choreographed for High School Musical.

00;53;03;06 - 00;53;05;15
Bill. Oh,
| don't know who Grace is. Maybe I'm like,

00;53;06;15 - 00;53;07;03
no. But, like, |

00;53;07;03 - 00;53;10;26
think like other schools
I know have student choreographer like it

00;53;10;26 - 00;53;14;23
also like, you know, the prom is like like
drama lovers have like that, but like,

00;53;14;29 - 00;53;16;26
they're, they're student choreographers
that, like, exist,



00;53;16;26 - 00;53;19;25
but like me being able to do that,
| just feel really lucky too,

00;53;19;25 - 00;53;22;07
because like, as the actually like
because | think a lot of like I'm

00;53;22;07 - 00;53;25;07
not going to like, say they're bad,
but | think a lot of qualifiers,

00;53;25;15 - 00;53;28:;03
are not like dancer dancers
a lot of the times.

00;53;28;03 - 00;53;32;13
Like, | know like my friend at my studio,
she also does musicals and she chorus.

00;53;32;13 - 00;53;35;26
So like, | know like I'm
sure a lot of them are, but I'm like like,

00;53;35;26 - 00;53;37;11
| don't think a lot of them
are like my level.

00;53;37;11 - 00;53;38;17
Kind of because | was committed to dance

00;53;38;17 - 00;53;40;26
all my life,
you know, and just starting theater now.

00;53:;40;26 - 00;53:43;28
So | don't think, like | see much of that,
you know, so.

00;53;44;05 - 00;53;46;01
| get to bring so much talent. In.

00;53;46;01 - 00;53;46;24
Oh, stop.



00;53;46;24 - 00;53;48;03
No, I just get to bring, like, my.

00;53:48;03 - 00;53;51;02
Vision from all that years
of training of dance, you know?

00;53;51;02 - 00;53;53;04
So, like, | think it's super special.

00;53;54;16 - 00;53;56;02
This one is just dumb.

00;53;56;02 - 00;53;58;26
Dumb. But the creative person
award from it's going to be dormant.

00;53;58;26 - 00;53;59;19
Oh. Yeah.

00;53;59;19 - 00;54;01;11
It's like | just remember that.

00;54;01;11 - 00;54,03;16
My mom was in the room.

00;54:03;16 - 00;54:06;10
| was like, what's the room
like when | was getting the award?

00;54;06;10 - 00;54:;07;19
| was like, oh, this is so weird.

00;54;07;19 - 00;54;11;09
Like, and then | got the award and she's
like, yeah, | actually knew about this.

00;54;11;09 - 00;54;14:;08
I'm like, the had like one like, okay.

00;54;16;05 - 00;54;17;15
What do you struggle with



00;54;17;15 - 00;54;20;15
in your creative endeavors?

00;54;21;14 - 00;54;22;17
It's a good question.

00;54;22;17 - 00;54;24,03
Oh, I thought about this one.

00;54:24;03 - 00;54:26:13
| think the main thing is time management.

00;54:26;13 - 00;54:29;26
And even now,
even though I said | had more time.

00;54;30;09 - 00;54;34;06
No, | don't, because the frickin musical
is so time permitting, like,

00;54:34;21 - 00;54:;36;26
they are like. But it's fine, | love it.

00;54;38;08 - 00;54;41;09
But yes, it's
it's going to have to be time management

00;54:41;09 - 00;54:45;13
because, oh, literally the only time
| think | actually have free time to draw.

00;54;45;13 - 00;54:;50;05
Is it during class, like in school, like
math class, like I've just be doodling,

00;54:50;05 - 00;54:53;22
bro, because, like, I'm not afraid
of the bad, like the folk and but like.

00;54;53;27 - 00;54:59;18
At home, it's just come home,

do your homework, shower and sleep.

00;54:;59;18 - 00;55;01;27



You know, like,
I never really actually have time

00;55;01;27 - 00;55;03;27
to draw, like, sit down and draw.

00;55;03;27 - 00;55;06;27
Like, | only had time to do that
during like winter break where

00;55;06;27 - 00;55;09;27
I didn't actually have any schoolwork
and was just, like, chilling at home.

00;55;10;14 - 00;55;11;22
In Alaska, actually.

00;55:11;22 - 00;55;12;16
Oh, it's Alaska.

00;55;12;16 - 00;55;13;09
It's really fun.

00;55;13;09 - 00;55;15;29
And, but yeah, | really miss drawing.

00;55;15;29 - 00;55;20;13
Like, | have a tablet like, up there,
you know, like, | draw there sometimes,

00;55;21;05 - 00;55;24:;04
but | haven't been doing it recently
as much as | used to because

00;55;24;07 - 00;55;26;15
of my huge commitment to dance.

00;55;26;15 - 00;55;29;25
But | used to be like, oh,
what if | was like, an animator?

00;55;29;26 - 00;55;30;29
Character design for Disney?



00;55;30;29 - 00;55;33;13
Like,
that was also a thing | wanted to do.

00;55:33;13 - 00;55;34:;07
But then I'm like that.

00;55;34;07 - 00;55;37;18
| think | have more potential
and more passion for dance.

00;55;37;18 - 00;55;40;28
So that was definitely like interesting.

00;55;40;28 - 00;55;43;05
But | still like drawing.

00;55;43;05 - 00;55;44;04
| just don't have much time.

00;55;44,04 - 00;55;48;15
So the biggest thing will probably be time
management and like that kind of stuff.

00;55;48;15 - 00;55;51;26
Like I have to drop some things
in order to gain other things, like

00;55;52;13 - 00;55;55;26
singing has also started
to become a big time thing

00;55;55;26 - 00;55;59;19
because like | have to practice
almost daily, like | have to like set,

00;55;59;19 - 00;56;03;18
set time for practicing singing
because | actually that's important.

00;56;04;27 - 00;56;05;25
So like

00;56;05;25 - 00;56;09;14



a lot of other things | will have time for
just like, organizing all of that.

00;56;09;27 - 00;56;12;18
Yeah. My main problem.

00;56;12;18 - 00;56;14;02
You know, |, | get what you mean.

00:;56:14;02 - 00;56:16;06
It's like there's just, like,
so many different career

00;56;16;06 - 00;56;17;11
paths that you want to do.

00;56;17;11 - 00;56;18;15
Yeah. | mean, it's like.

00;56;18;15 - 00;56;21;05
Like,
why do | choose, like, there's too many.

00;56;21;05 - 00;56;24;05
Where are you going
to be had like six career paths.

00:;56:24;22 - 00;56;26;00
No no no no zero.

00;56;26;00 - 00;56;28:;03
Like just like you don't know what to do.
Yeah | guess.

00:;56:28;03 - 00;56:31:03
No. Yeah.

00;56;33;02 - 00;56;35;11
How did you get into hairstyling?

00;56:35;11 - 00;56;36;20
Oh, yeah.

00;56;36;20 - 00;56:40;26



Luckily, this is a very, like, random
story, but ever since | was little, I.

00;56;42;01 - 00;56;45;29
My mom always cut my hair and my,
like, mom and my great aunt

00;56:45;29 - 00;56;49;02
say, would like styling, you know, it's
just like they would do my hair.

00;56;49;02 - 00;56;52;25
And as | started growing up,
like, pandemic hit and | was like,

00;56;52;25 - 00;56;54;12
oh, | want to just cut my own hair.

00;56;54;12 - 00;56;55;28
Like, how hard could it be?

00:;56:55;28 - 00;56:57:08
It looked so bad.

00;56;57;08 - 00;56;58;09
| literally took my hair cut

00;56:58;09 - 00;57;00;16
straight across and | was like,
oh, this looks so good.

00;57;00;16 - 00;57;01;23
Like no girl.

00;57;01;23 - 00;57;03;02
| did not. But anyways.

00;57;03;02 - 00;57;04;23
I, I've never go to a salon.

00;57;06;01 - 00;57;09;01
From like,
whoa, like I've never been to one



00;57;09;07 - 00;57;12;03
and I've always cut my own hair,
from like.

00;57;12;03 - 00;57:14:18
Watching Brad Mondo videos, but like.

00;57;14;18 - 00;57;15;24
You know, like with the thing, you have.

00;57;15;24 - 00;57;17;18
A ponytail and you just, like, cut it.

00;57;17;18 - 00;57;19;18
Do you know that? Like, I just did that?

00;57;19;18 - 00;57;21;06
Whatever. It was, the random technique.

00;57;21;06 - 00;57;24;17
That he's like, oh, if you want to
cut your hand like wolf cut, you know.

00;57;24;17 - 00;57;27;15
Custom wolf cut at home like a pandemic.

00;57;27;15 - 00;57;29;22
So | was like, okay,
| was gonna do that until like lowkey.

00;57;29;22 - 00;57;30;23
I've just been doing that.

00;57;30;23 - 00;57;34;18
Like | had the same haircut for like,
the past couple years.

00;57;36;02 - 00;57;37;24
But I've always done my own hair.

00;57;37;24 - 00;57;40;24
And then eventually, like my friend

00;57;40;26 - 00;57;44;15



Brooke, who, like, wait, whatever.

00;57;44:17 - 00;57:49;16
Restart my friend Brooke, she, like, has,
like, dyed her own hair, like, before.

00;57;49;16 - 00;57;51;27
And then she was like,
oh, like, let's bleach your hair.

00;57;51;27 - 00;57;52;27
I'm like, yeah, | want to.

00;57;52;27 - 00;57;55;08
Bleach my hair. Like,
how how bad could it look?

00;57;55;08 - 00;57;57;10
And it actually looks great because.

00;57;57;10 - 00;57;59;07
| did like my friend like blond.

00;57;59;07 - 00;57;59;25
That's the first time

00;57;59;25 - 00;58;03;22
| did that sophomore year
and or like summer before sophomore year.

00;58:;03;28 - 00;58:;06;02
And it was fun. Like, | was like, why?

00;58;06;02 - 00;58;08;10
Why is this kind of like,
okay, like like what?

00;58;08;10 - 00;58;11;28
Like and then so
| was just like using bleach now

00;58;11;28 - 00;58;14;02
and then to, like reading
my roots or whatever. And



00;58;15;03 - 00;58;17;00
| really liked | was like, wait,
I look so cool.

00;58;17;00 - 00;58;19;21
Like,
| think this actually, like, is helping me

00:;58:;19;21 - 00;58;23;22
like, represent myself
because like, this makes me feel like.

00;58;23;28 - 00;58;25;02
I'm customizing my character.

00;58;25;02 - 00;58;27;10
You know, like,
know our default settings like that.

00;58;27;10 - 00;58;30;10
And through that time,
| was also figuring out, like,

00;58;30;13 - 00;58;34;23
I had curly hair and textured hair,
which is like a whole experience as well.

00;58;35;19 - 00;58;38;21
So, like, | feel like
even if | did go to, like, a salon,

00;58;38;21 - 00;58;40;16
they wouldn't really necessarily
know how to.

00;58;40;16 - 00;58;43;04
Cut my hair because it's it's really weird
because it's.

00;58:43;04 - 00;58;46;04
Like straight down here and curly, like,
it has a weird texture.



00;58;46;09 - 00;58;48;08
| haven't really seen anybody
with the same texture

00;58:48;08 - 00;58:51;10
as my hair, especially like a child,
like for Chinese person.

00;58;52;10 - 00;58;55;17
But | know there are like plenty of Asians
with northeast.

00;58;55;17 - 00;58;58;05
Like East Asians
with. Like, textured hair.

00;58;58;05 - 00;59;01;07
| just don't see it
represented a lot in the media.

00;59;01;08 - 00;59;03;19
But | think now, like,
people are trying to like,

00;59;03;19 - 00;59;06;27
you know, like I'm trying to like,
like discover more about that.

00;59;06;27 - 00;59;08;05
Anyways.

00;59;08;05 - 00;59;10;21
But like, | think my hair has always been
pretty special with me.

00;59:10;21 - 00;59;13;21
Like, | actually wrote my A hamlet essay
about this.

00;59;13;25 - 00;59;16;03
Yeah, it's called Curly Chronicles.

00:;59:16;03 - 00;59:17:19
Whatever.



00;59;17;19 - 00;59;21;21
And | think that also it was just like,
| don't really want anyone else

00;59;21;21 - 00;59;24;21
to handle my own hair because | feel like
| know my hair my best.

00:;59:24:21 - 00;59;28:;05
So | just started like,
doing a bunch of stuff, whatever.

00;59;28;05 - 00;59;30;14
But then it, like. Got really. Damaged
because of how much | bleached it.

00;59:30;14 - 00;59;31;22
But like,
that's another story. Like whatever.

00;59;32;23 - 00;59;35;19
| also would help Brooke a lot
with doing her

00;59;35;19 - 00;59;39:;08
hair, and | would, like,
give her haircuts, her first hair, posing.

00;59;39;13 - 00;59;41;03
It was pretty choppy, but whatever.

00;59;41;03 - 00;59;42;16
You know, you live, you live, you learn.

00;59;42;16 - 00;59;44,20
My first haircut was choppy too.

00;59;44;20 - 00;59;47;17
But | like, learn from that.

00;59:47;17 - 00;59;49;22
And | was like, wow,
this looks like shit. And so.



00;59;49;22 - 00;59;52;01
I'm gonna. Practice some more. So Brooke,
she just.

00;59;52;01 - 00;59;53;22
She is just like,
you can do whatever you want.

00;59:53;22 - 00;59:56:;09
My hair like, okay,
so | would like, bleach your hair.

00;59;56:;09 - 00;59;57;03
It looks kind of bad.

00;59:57;03 - 00;59:57:19
Whatever.

00;59;57;19 - 01;00;00;19
And, like, | was like, it could be better.

01;00;00;19 - 01;00;02;07
Like, | just always was like,
oh, it could be better.

01;00;02;07 - 01;00;05;25
So | kept going back to her and myself
and just kept practicing stuff.

01;00;06;06 - 01;00;09;17
And eventually, like, | was like, wait,
why is this kind of a good.

01;00;09;27 - 01;00;12;20
My friend Sophia, she's like, oh.

01;00;12;20 - 01;00;14;04
And then after a bit like,

01;00;15;08 - 01;00;17;16
my friend
Sophia, this is what | was injured.



01;00;17;16 - 01;00;19;15
She was like,
oh, like, can you do my hair?

01;00;19;15 - 01;00;22;10
Can you do like this for me?
And she wanted chunky red highlights.

01;00;22;10 - 01;00;24,08
| was like,
oh yeah, sure, | can try, like.

01;00;24;08 - 01;00;25;18
And then | did it. | was like.

01;00;25;18 - 01;00;27;11
Wait, why did | look?

01;00;27;11 - 01;00;31;00
Because it eight and | was like, look,
you want me to do the hair business

01;00;31;00 - 01;00;33;01
like it was? It was low key,
just like an idea, you know?

01;00;33;01 - 01;00;35;20
So | was just like,
oh my God, | did so well.

01;00;35;20 - 01;00;38;12
I knew | could probably do it
for other people.

01;00;38;12 - 01;00;41,08
So | started doing it for other people
like that were like,

01;00;41;08 - 01;00;42;25
oh, Karen, like,
what if you did this for me?

01;00;42;25 - 01;00;44;25
Cause



| started advertising it on Instagram.

01;00;44;25 - 01;00:47;09
And | was like, shoot,
why am | looking at you bags?

01;00;47;09 - 01;00;50;20
| think | made like
607 hundred from it already.

01;00;52;00 - 01;00;52;28
Like lowkey.

01;00;52;28 - 01;00;53;19
It is so fun.

01:;00;53;19 - 01;00:56:19
| also think it's like
it's like a creative outlet also.

01;00;57;00 - 01;01;00;13
Because | mean, it is pretty repetitive,
you know, it's just like bleaching

01;01;00;13 - 01;01;03;10
and then like coloring,
but it's still fun.

01;01;03;10 - 01;01;06;02
To let, like,
know that I'm helping other people.

01;01;06;02 - 01;01;08;28
Change their character designs,
you know, because.

01;01;08;28 - 01;01;11;09
| think it is
definitely a way that people represent

01;01;11;09 - 01;01;14;22
themselves
and, like, show off who they are.



01;01;14;23 - 01;01;16;17
And | think it's really special.
Like hair.

01;01;16;17 - 01;01;18;05
I mean, it grows back anyways, like, no.

01;01;18;05 - 01;01;22;00
One really cares, you know, like | hope,
but where it's.

01;01;22;24 - 01;01;25;02
You, your clients are like everywhere.

01;01;25;02 - 01;01;27;13
Yeah. You, like, turn your head. Oh,
there's Tyler, your head.

01;01;27;13 - 01;01;31;01
Oh, there's Jenna, like | did all their
hair, like, yo, like, don't even play.

01;01;31;29 - 01;01;33;16
Who's your favorite hair client?

01;01;33;16 - 01;01;35;20
Okay,
| actually have no idea, because you act.

01;01,;35;20 - 01;01;38;20
Like | saw it and think | was like,
Who is my favorite client?

01;01;38;26 - 01;01;40;28
Let me think.
| don't think this will go in the dark.

01;01;40;28 - 01;01;43;01
Okay?
This is just okay. Just for fun. I think.

01:01:45;04 - 01;01:45:15
| don't



01;01;45;15 - 01;01;48;25
know, | love all my hair
clients equally, is.

01;01:48;25-01;01;50;16
What | would say.

01;01;50;16 - 01;01;54;21
| mean, like, honestly, I'd probably
just be like my closest friends because

01;01;55;02 - 01;01;57;03
sometimes when, like, random people
come to my house, it's kind of like.

01;01;57;03 - 01;02;00;14
Awkward, you know, but like,
let's like people.

01;02;00;14 - 01;02;02;06
| don't know because |
sometimes | get those like,

01;02;02;06 - 01;02;04;18
I've got people
I've never even met to my house.

01;02;04;18 - 01;02;07;18
And they're, they've been five
because they're like friends of friends.

01;02;07;22 - 01;02;10;11
And so | assume
that they're like good people.

01;02;10;11 - 01;02;13;07
But I've never really had bad clients,
| think.

01;02;13;07 - 01;02;15;20
Oh, actually, actually, I've.

01;02;15;20 - 01;02;16;07
Well.



01;02;16;07 - 01;02;20;04
Actually, I've had one my friend,
my one of my best friends

01;02;20;20 - 01;02;24:;07
who | did hair for, | did neopolitan like,
what is it?

01;02;24;07 - 01;02;26;26
You know what it is. But like.
Do you know what it is?

01:;02;26;26 - 01;02;27:15
You hold it in.

01;02;27;15 - 01;02;32;:11
It's like taken in white and pink
bleach, seven natural brown color.

01:02:32;28 - 01:02:35:19
| cut her brother's hair. And he hated it.

01;02;36;18 - 01;02;38;29
| didn't think it was that bad, but he.

01;02;38;29 - 01;02;40;26
If he trusted me to do it, like.

01;02;40;26 - 01;02;43;20
I'm sorry, bro. Like,
you could have gone to a barber for.

01;02;43;20 - 01;02;44;21
More expensive.

01;02;44;21 - 01;02;47;09
And you could have gotten, like,
a. Better or worse. Haircut.

01;02;47;09 - 01;02;49;15
But you came to me
like | still did my best.



01:02:49;15 - 01;02;50;17
| didn't think it was that bad.

01;02;50;17 - 01;02;52;13
I, unfortunately do have a picture
to show you.

01;02;52;13 - 01;02;53;08
But I.

01;02;53;08 - 01;02;56;23
And then | went to her house the other day
and he literally was like.

01;02;56;29 - 01;02;59;13
Karen, | hate you, | hate you.
You literally messed up my hair.

01;02;59;13 - 01;03;01;08
So | like how | look, like
how bad it looks.

01;03;01;08 - 01;03;04;24
I was like, | was like, bro, you literally
come to me complaining about your hair.

01;03;04;24 - 01;03;06;28
You want me to fix it for you,
and | do my best.

01;03;06;28 - 01;03;07;29
And you're like, oh, it sucks.

01;03;07;29 - 01;03;10;20
It sucks us like,
all right, just chill out, bro.

01;03;10;20 - 01;03;11;11
| at least. | got paid.

01;03;11;11 - 01;03;15;00
| got paid, but | don't remember, like
like even if it wasn't,



01;03;15;00 - 01;03;18;02
like, professional level,
like | still don't think it was that bad.

01;03;18;02 - 01;03;20;11
Like,
like so many people, like, want me to.

01;03;20;11 - 01;03;23;06
Cut their hair and | think | like,
don't expect myself to do that. Great.

01;03;23;06 - 01;03;24;29
But | actually do. Okay.

01;03;24;29 - 01;03;28;11
Like | think my expectations
were always over low, but | don't know.

01;03;28;22 - 01;03;32;19
| don't know that this just really me
and it maybe just a Debbie Downer.

01;03;32;19 - 01;03;34;15
Yeah.
He just doesn't have a face. I'm joking,

01;03;35;16 - 01;03;36;24
I'm joking.

01;03;36;24 - 01;03;37;29
He's show. He's show his show.

01;03;37;29 - 01;03;39;25
But | just think. He's very negative
all the time.

01;03;39;25 - 01;03;41,05
And I'm just like, okay, whatever.

01;03;41;05 - 01;03;44;20
So | gave you answer for my least favorite
client, but not my favorite client.



01;03;44;20 - 01;03;48;20
So now that's that's
just as | was just saying. Yup.

01;03;49;02 - 01;03;52;02
Okay. I'm.

01;03;53;12 - 01;03;54;16
You said before that

01;03;54;16 - 01;04;00;02
having non dyed hair makes you feel
this one doesn't go into the documentary.

01;04;00;02 - 01;04;01;00
But yeah, | can. Talk about it.

01;04;01;00 - 01;04;02;17
You said before that you.

01;04;02;17 - 01;04;06;14
That having non dyed hair makes
you feel like normal but like in a back.

01;04;07;05 - 01;04;08;09
Yeah | guess.

01;04:08;09 - 01;04:11:09
This dyed hair mean to you | think.

01;04;11;11 - 01;04;14;04
When | had like non dyed hair

01;04;14;04 - 01;04;17;20
like that's when | was working
on like my curly hair journey you know.

01;04;17;20 - 01;04;19;13
So | was still figuring out
the texture of my hair.

01;04;19;13 - 01;04;23;10
| was like | just really hated it
because when | didn't know it was curly,



01;04;23;17 - 01;04;25;12
I'll just like,
tell you the story of it briefly.

01;04;25;12 - 01;04;28;25
But before | thought my hair straight,
obviously because I'm Chinese girl

01;04:28;28 - 01;04:32;22
| see is represented is Chinese girls
with straight hair.

01;04;33;00 - 01;04;34;21
| was like, oh,
| have to have straight hair. Like, why?

01;04:34;21 - 01;04:35;12
| don't know how to straight hair.

01;04;35;12 - 01;04;38;08
And so our hair, it always like frizz up
after a shower, I'm like, oh,

01;04;38;08 - 01;04;40;19
this is not right.
| tried brush it and push it down.

01;04;40;19 - 01;04;42;27
And like in middle school especially like
| don't know why am | here.

01;04;42;27 - 01;04;43;22
Just kept like.

01;04;43;22 - 01;04;46;02
Going out like it's | was like, this is.

01;04:46;02 - 01;04:47:14
So weird. Like, this is not natural.

01;04;47;14 - 01;04;49;14
Is my hair day
like people will always tell me like, oh.



01;04;49;14 - 01;04;52;01
Character is. Dead. It's dead. Like,
why is it look like that?

01;04;52;01 - 01;04;53;06
Because, like, it was frizzy.

01;04;53;06 - 01;04:54;17
So it looks dead, you know?

01;04;54;17 - 01;04,57,02
So | was like, no,
I haven't done anything to it.

01;04;57;02 - 01;04;58;01
Like | barely strain it.

01;04;58;01 - 01;04;59;15
I've never even straightened it.

01;04:59;15 - 01;05;01;07
Like in middle. School.

01;05;01;07 - 01;05;04,07
And then in freshman year,
| said to cut short because | was cut.

01;05;04;13 - 01;05;06;28
So | was like, yeah, short hair type.

01;05:;06;28 - 01;05;09;00
And | would strain it a lot then.

01;05;09;00 - 01;05;11;13
So | kind of started
losing my curl pattern.

01;05;11;13 - 01;05;13;20
But then my, what's it called?

01;05;14;29 - 01;05;15;18
My I had a



01;05;15;18 - 01;05;18;19
friend whose mom told me | had curly hair.

01;05;18;19 - 01;05;21;11
She's like, hey, you have curly hair.
You know, I'm like.

01;05;21;11 - 01;05;22;28
Fuck no, | don't like I'm Chinese.

01;05;22;28 - 01;05;24;09
Like, what are you talking about?

01;05;24;09 - 01;05;26;05
And then she's like,
no, you've curly hair. So she came over.

01;05;26;05 - 01;05;28;26
She grabs a bunch of like, hair products
and she put it in my hair.

01;05;28;26 - 01;05;29;:13
And | was like.

01;05;29;13 - 01;05;31;04
She was actually curly. Like,
was she right?

01;05;31;04 - 01;05;33;22
Like what? That. And so.

01;05;33;22 - 01;05;34,07
But like.

01;05;34;07 - 01;05;35;16
Even when she did that, | was still like,

01;05:;35;16 - 01;05;38;06
| don't want to like, so much work
cause you have to, like, go, like.

01;05;38;06 - 01;05;39;08
You guys gradually, so.



01;05;39;08 - 01;05;43;23
Much work and so | just
straightened it a lot in freshman year,

01;05:43;23 - 01;05:44:29
but then it got really damaged.

01;05:47;01 - 01;05:48;19
So then | was like, yeah, | got to stop.

01;05;48;19 - 01;05;51;09
So | started using curly products more.

01;05;51;09 - 01;05;54,09
And then with that, I'm like,
| actually like my hair now.

01;05;54;18 - 01;05;58;04
And | think when | dyed my hair,
| just was like,

01:;05:;58;18 - 01;06;03:;09
this feels like so much more me because
| feel like like, obviously like people

01;06;03;09 - 01;06;06;10
who don't die, the hair doesn't mean
they're like they don't feel like normal.

01;06;06;10 - 01;06;07;09
Like normal, you know?

01;06;07;09 - 01;06;10;26
Like, I just think for me, like,
it's really it's like fun.

01;06;10;26 - 01;06;11;04
It's like.

01;06;11:;04 - 01;06;12;03
It's like clothes.

01;06;12;03 - 01;06;14;12
It's like putting on different clothes



and finding your style.

01;06;14;12 - 01;06;16;02
You know, | think this is like

01;06;16;02 - 01;06;19;06
having color or having, like,
not natural hair is my style

01;06:;19;06 - 01;06:23;03
just because | think it's really fun
and | think it represents me as a person.

01;06;23;28 - 01;06;25;18
So does my curly hair. Like looking down?

01;06;25;18 - 01;06;26;05
| think about it.

01;06;26;05 - 01;06;28;20
| feel like curly hair
fits me so much more as a person.

01;06;28;20 - 01;06;30;20
| just think it's so much more dynamic.

01;06;30;20 - 01;06;33;04
| like it, it has a personality to it.

01;06;33;04 - 01;06;35;23
I'm not saying | hate straight hair,
like | treated my hair to

01;06;35;23 - 01;06;38;13
sometimes less now
because it's really damaged.

01;06:38;13 - 01;06:41;07
I well, | have a bad relationship
with straightening hair.

01;06;41;07 - 01;06;43;18
It's bad for you and it makes me feel sad.



01;06;43;18 - 01;06;45;27
So | don't do that anymore.

01;06;45;27 - 01;06;47;07
But | think wasn't even talking.

01;06;47;07 - 01;06;50;24
About that way. Well, |,

01;06:52;14 - 01;06:52;29
yeah, I.

01;06;52;29 - 01;06;55;29
Still, I still think, just for me
personally,

01;06;56;04 - 01;06;59;29
| think, having fun colors and dyed
hair is like,

01;07;00;08 - 01;07;03;28
it feels very like me
and, like, has a personality to it.

01;07;04;09 - 01;07;07;09
You know? Yeah. Yeah.

01;07;07;18 - 01;07:11:15
The the next one was about how.

01;07;12;21 - 01;07;16;09
Like a pie chart of how much
your life is dance and how much of it is.

01;07;16;09 - 01;07;19;13
Oh. Oh, wait, let me think about this.

01;07;20;02 - 01;07;23;02
Let's make 1000 pieces of help.

01;07;23;06 - 01;07:23;15
Okay.

01;07;23;15 - 01;07;26;08



Oh, and then the one after
that was the last ledger. Oh, yeah, I.

01:;07;26;08 - 01;07:28:29
Don't | don't have that | could
we don't need to do that. Okay.

01;07;28;29 - 01;07;30;18
Maybe one day I'll show you. Let's see.

01;07;30;18 - 01;07;34;05
Pie chart later
when I'm like, doing, like the,

01;07:;35;26 - 01;07:38;26
Pitcher of cards commitments.

01;07;40;01 - 01;07;42;03
This is such a cute pen | got.

01;07;42;03 - 01;07;43;04
| got it from China.

01;07;43;04 - 01;07;46;04
It's a monkey,
you know? You know. You okay?

01;07:46;06 - 01;07:46;23
Let's see,

01;07:;48;08 - 01;07;52;11
things | want to include, like dance
school.

01;07;55;03 - 01;07;56;03
Theater? Yes.

01;07:;56;03 - 01;07;57;01
This is that.

01;07;57;01 - 01;08;00;03
That's like theater.

01;08;00;27 - 01;08;01;11



Yeah.

01;08;01;11 - 01;08;02;17
British.

01;08;02;17 - 01;08;03;26
Okay. | don't know what is that.

01;08;03;26 - 01;08:05;09
No no. No no.

01;08;05;09 - 01;08;08;20
Like it's a thing like it's like like.
Yeah.

01;08;08;25 - 01;08;11;22
Like we spell it like that because theater

01;08;11;22 - 01;08;15;08
Mike associates
about with like movie theaters.

01;08;15;14 - 01;08;18;14
And so he's like that's not,
that's not what we are.

01;08;18;26 - 01;08;20;22
So like yeah okay.

01;08;20;22 - 01;08;22;19
Okay,

01;08;22;19 - 01;08;23;00
okay.

01;08;23;00 - 01;08;25;01
Happy face.

01;08;25;01 - 01;08;26;20
Like a little literally.
What else do | do?

01;08;26;20 - 01;08;28;27
Like sleep.



01:;08:28;27 - 01;08;30;14
Yeah.

01;08;30;14 - 01;08;32;02
Okay.

01;08;32;02 - 01;08;34;06
Okay. Sleep is like a third of my life.

01;08;34;06 - 01;08;36;17
Loki less Loki.

01;08;36;17 - 01;08;37;29
Because, like,
| sleep like, seven hours a day.

01;08;37;29 - 01;08:39;15
That's not a third. Yeah.

01;08;39;15 - 01;08;42;14
So that's like, 25% of my life.

01;08;43;11 - 01;08;46;11
Yeah, yeah, | want to make it like.

01;08;48;03 - 01;08:49;25
You know, whatever the.

01;08;53;21 - 01;08;54;09
Yeah, yeah.

01;08;54;09 - 01;08:56;12
| love that

01;08;56;12 - 01;08;59;12
school.

01;09;00;07 - 01;09;01;06
Too much man.

01;09;01;06 - 01;09;02;25
Yeah, | hate school.



01;09;02;25 - 01;09;03;17
Like 50.

01;09;03;17 - 01;09;07;00
No, like like 45. 40%.

01;09;08;12 - 01;09;09;29
Because | spend my time at school.

01;09;09;29 - 01;09;11:11
That doesn't mean | actually like it,
you know?

01:09:11:11 - 01;09;12;26
Like | don't care that much about it.

01;09;12;26 - 01;09;14;14
Yeah, let me see that.

01;09:14:14 - 01;09;16;02
Oh, oh.

01;09:;16;02 - 01;09;18;24
Oh, yeah. Buddy, you should animate.

01;09;18;24 - 01;09;19;21
Like that's nothing.

01;09;19;21 - 01;09;22;04
That's so silly with this pen.

01;09;22;04 - 01;09;23;18
Especially, like.

01;09;23;18 - 01;09;26;03
| think you would eat that.

01;09;26;03 - 01;09;29:;03
Yeah. Dance is like.

01;09;29;03 - 01;09;31;26
WeEell, now | think dance and theater
pretty even split.



01;09;31;26 - 01;09;33;08
Okay. You.

01;09;33;08 - 01;09;34;18
| forgot to take pictures
today, but, like,

01;09;34;18 - 01;09;39;05
maybe I'll just do it on Sunday
because that's probably better.

01;09;39;05 - 01;09;41;19
Because it'll be like, daytime

01;09:;41;19 - 01;09;43;06
YouTube with that.

01;09:43;06 - 01;09:45;03
Oh yeah. Yeah. We.

01;09:45;03 - 01;09:46;20
Oh my. Like, I'm so sad.

01;09;46;20 - 01;09;48;13
I might have to cancel on Miley.

01;09;48;13 - 01;09;49:11
Oh no.

01;09;49;11 - 01;09;52;04
Because my back and | just heard it
yesterday.

01;09;52;04 - 01;09;53;26
| can't stand for you.

01;09;53;26 - 01;09;57;04
Oh | don't want to be like
just canceled on there.

01;09;57;04 - 01;09;59;11
Oh, my God, | feel so bad.

01;09;59;11 - 01;10;00;27



No, she would totally understand.

01;10;00;27 - 01;10;03;03
Yeah, | know, | just feel bad. Yeah. Like,

01:10;06;25 - 01;10;08;17
when | think about it.

01;10;08;17 - 01;10;09;09
That's the problem.

01:;10;09;09 - 01;10:11:18
Yeah. Dance.

01;10;11;18 - 01;10;12;14
Well, how much is that?

01;10;12;14 - 01;10;14;21
Is 65

01;10;14;21 - 01;10;17;21
maybe like 20.

01;10;23;11 - 01;10;26;19
Is what's 65, 50?

01;10;27;26 - 01;10;31;08
Maybe this is more like 17 and 18.

01:;10;31;08 - 01;10;34:;07
Like, you know,
these are more but | think this is.

01;10;34,07 - 01;10;36;27
So then there's like,
no time for anything else.

01:;10;36;27 - 01;10;39;27
Yeah. Maybe like drawings, like 1%.

01;10;40;16 - 01;10;42,05
Drawing can take out of the school time.

01;10;42;05 - 01;10:42;13



Yeah.

01;10;42;13 - 01;10;45;13
No, that's exactly school
plus drawing like Loki.

01;10;47;29 - 01;10;48;20
Okay. Per.

01:;10:48;20 - 01;10;51:;09
Yeah. Oh, pie charts.

01;10;51;09 - 01;10;52;19
Oh, oh would you.

01;10;52;19 - 01;10;55;19
Oh that's my door. Yeah. It's like oh.

01;10;55;26 - 01;10;58;26
It's actually the demons from the basement
knocking.

01;11;00;07 - 01;11;01;27
| like that that's cute.

01;11;01;27 - 01;11;03;03
Like drawing. Yeah.

01;11;03;03 - 01;11;04;17
Oh | was actually from eighth grade.

01;11;04;17 - 01;11;07;12
Oh and it glows in the dark. Oh.

01;11;07;12 - 01;11;09;18
So you the back.

01;11;10;26 - 01;11;11;23
| show you.

01;11;11;23 - 01;11;14;23
Oh, wait, | see it.

01:11:15;:08 - 01:11;17:28



Boom shakalaka. Yo.

01;11;17;28 - 01;11;18;16
Yeah.

01;11;18;16 - 01;11;21;15
Let's see, this makes it better because,

01;11;21;22 - 01;11;23;01
okay, it doesn't work anymore like that.

01;11;23;01 - 01;11;23;27
You could see it like, there.

01;11;23;27 - 01;11;26;09
So | still have it.

01;11;26;09 - 01;11;29;09
Yeah, I'm
pretty sure it looks pretty cool.

01;11;30;10 - 01;11;31;28
| think it looks like a.

01;11;31;28 - 01;11;33;25
Freaking

01;11;33;25-01;11;37;19
drawing about, like, pollution
or whatever, because it's like, breathe.

01;11;37;19 - 01;11;39;01
But the area's, like, toxic.

01;11;39;01 - 01;11;41;18
Yeah, yeah, | could, like,
look at the eighth grade.

01:11:41;18 - 01:11:43;24
We could. Yeah.

01;11;43;24 - 01;11;47;17
Oh, by the way,
| think that this is like 30 minutes



01;11;47;17 - 01;11;50;22
longer than they wanted us, but it's fine
because then | have to cut it.

01;11;50;28 - 01;11;52;20
You know. | just,
| sometimes | just buy stuff, I.

01:;11;52;20 - 01;11;53;09
Just yeah,

01;11;53;09 - 01;11;57;01
| also have to make like the transcript
because it's going to be like a magazine.

01:11;57:01 - 01;12;00;03
Article is. Yeah. For real.

01;12;00;03 - 01;12;02;10
They already made one about me
though. Yeah.

01:12;02;10 - 01:12;03;11
From the Oracle.

01:;12;03;11 - 01;12;03;23
Yeah.

01;12;03;23 - 01;12;06;11
No, this is for the freestyle magazine.

01;12;06;11 - 01;12;07;11
Oh, cool.

01;12;07;11 - 01;12;09;04
Well, Perhaps if you.

01;12;09;04 - 01;12;13;04
Give me an online article
and then if it's one of the good ones,

01;12;13;14 - 01;12;16;17
bro literally said, like,



only the good ones get in the magazine.

01;12;16;17 - 01;12;19;17
So | gotta, like, log in all of it.

01;12;19;26 - 01;12;23;10
Because then they, like, give it out
at school and, So it got it, got it.

01:;12;23;13 - 01;12;25;01
Oh, oh, buy. But.

01;12;25;01 - 01;12;26;15
Oh, no,
you could give it to me for validation.

01;12;26;15 - 01;12;29;00
Yeah. You get it for free. Oh. Let's go.

01;12;29;00 - 01;12;30;03
Come back.

01;12;31;13 - 01;12;32;22
Take care of yourself.

01;12;32;22 - 01;12;34;22
Yeah, bro, | need to do that. Like.

01:12;34;22 - 01:12;37;04
Oh, it's so bad.

01;12;37;04 - 01;12;38;21
Next one was how do you draw yourself?

01;12;38;21 - 01;12;41;14
But | just see that when you show me this,
like, I'll show. You right now.

01;12;:41:14 - 01;12:43;28
Oh, okay.

01:12:43;28 - 01;12:45;28
Okay,
| start with the content and see, like.



01;12;45;28 - 01;12;48;22
Look,
you know, like like outlook from above.

01:12:48;22 - 01;12:49;05
It's like.

01;12;49;05 - 01;12;51;29
Okay, | start with my face, like,
this is my persona.

01;12;51;29 - 01;12;52;24
Okay.

01;12;52;24 - 01;12;56;14
Then like, my eyeballs actually restart.

01;12;57;00 - 01;12;59;06
So that's not how | got to boom.

01;12;59;06 - 01;13;02;11
Karen chibi persona.

01;13:03;09 - 01;13:03;15
Yeah.

01:;13;03;15 - 01;13;06;24
No, no, the name of the group animation
I'm working on right now.

01;13;07;01 - 01;13;09;00
Skip any toilet is.

01;13;09;00 - 01;13;11;11
Almost cheeky.

01;13;:11;11 - 01;13;14;11
Kitty dream titty Kenny G.

01;13;14;13 - 01;13;16;26
Yeah,
| don't know who came up with that dude.



01;13;16;26 - 01;13;19;13
Definitely like you or something. Tyler.

01;13;21;18 - 01;13;22;16
Oh, goodness.

01;13;22;16 - 01;13;23;22
Wait just a minute. Freestyle.

01:;13;23;22 - 01;13;26;18
Yeah. Oh, | didn't even know that.

01;13;26;18 - 01;13;32;03
So silly way that, of course, Tyler wrote
cheeky Kitty G | love that so much.

01;13;32;03 - 01;13;32;19
Okay, |.

01;13;32;19 - 01;13;35;24
Started my face
and then my eyes actually look like this.

01;13;36;07 - 01;13;39;07
Oh, how did I go like this?

01:;13;40;26 - 01;13:43:;05
Like that.

01;13;43;05 - 01;13;45;17
And then | draw my eyelashes.

01;13;45;17 - 01;13;48;01
And then | draw. Myself like mad.

01;13;48;01 - 01;13;51;01
Yo, | do my nose, | do my cheeks.

01;13;52;00 - 01;13;55;06
Oh my God, mom's currently
give me sick hero.

01;13;56;07 - 01;13;58;15
Yeah, we're trying to eat dinner.



01;13;58;15 - 01;14;01;03
I mean, | almost done weight.

01;14;01;03 - 01;14;02;09
Yeah.
Almost done. Okay, we're almost done.

01;14;02;09 - 01;14:;04;08
So maybe, like ten minutes.

01;14;04;08 - 01;14;06;16
And then we need to go see these parts.

01;14;06;16 - 01;14:;07;29
Sure.

01;14;07;29 - 01;14:10;09
Okay. Bye. Bye bye.

01;14;10;09 - 01;14;12;18
Oh, I. Should play music now.

01;14;12;18 - 01;14;14;00
You good with like that?

01;14;14;00 - 01;14;15;20
Oh, | don't know.

01;14;15;20 - 01;14;17;27
| got oh | never,
I never know okay, okay. Ready, ready.

01;14;17;27 - 01;14,20;27
Then | draw my, my smile

01;14;21;19 - 01;14;24;01
and then | draw my ears like that.

01;14;24;01 - 01;14,25;29
And then | draw my curly hair.

01;14;25;29 - 01;14;27;19
| just go like this. Whoa whoa whoa.



01;14;28;26 - 01;14;31;19
| just do this everywhere.

01;14;31;19 - 01;14:33;15
And then | do that.

01;14;33;15 - 01;14;35;20
Yes, yes, yes.

01;14;35;20 - 01;14;37;11
And | draw. My messy, curly hair.

01;14;37;11 - 01;14,39;12
This is me right now, by the way.

01;14;39;12 - 01;14;41;28
And then | usually go like.

01;14;41;28 - 01;14;44,28
Oh, big hands do doo doo doo doo doo.

01;14:45;03 - 01;14:48;03
Long sleeve.

01;14:48;03 - 01;14:49;27
Oh, yeah.

01;14;49;27 - 01;14;50;16
This is cooking.

01;14;50;16 - 01;14;53;16
| go play.

01;14;56;28 - 01;14;58;28
Cheeky kitty dreams.

01:;14;58;28 - 01;15;00;27
So funny

01;15;00;27 - 01;15;03;27
that | finish my hair whenever

01;15;04;05 - 01;15;04;17



| can send.

01;15;04;17 - 01;15;06;16
You, like a. Digital version of you.

01;15;06;16 - 01;15;07;25
Or | can. Also take a picture.

01;15;07;25 - 01;15;08;28
Oh, sure you can.

01;15;08;28 - 01;15;11;28
And then my pants are like.

01;15;15;02 - 01;15;16;13
Get your dream.

01;15;16;13 - 01;15;17;04
That is so funny.

01;15;17;04 - 01;15;20;04
It's actually funny seeing those.

01;15;23;08 - 01;15;24;21
Who is getting arrested?

01;15;24;21 - 01;15;26;29
Man, | don't know.
It's always happens at my house.

01;15;26;29 - 01;15;29;13
Like we have a fire station nearby.

01;15;29;13 - 01;15;31;25
Oh, yeah.

01;15;31;25-01;15;33;18
| think that's it. Okay.

01;15;33;18 - 01;15;36;12
Okay. Cute. This is me.

01;15;36;12 - 01;15;39;01
Yo. Wait up here.



01;15;39;01 - 01;15;40;22
Well, I'll take a picture later. Okay.

01;15:42;03 - 01;15:45;03
First.

01;15;45;18 - 01;15:46;13
What should | ask?

01;15;46;13 - 01;15;49;12
| got, like, stupid questions,
and | got, like, important question.

01;15;49;19 - 01;15;52;02
Whatever your heart desires is they name.

01;15;52;02 - 01;15;52;18
Some of them.

01;15;52;18 - 01;15;54;25
| can just ask you later
because they're just, like information.

01;15;54;25 - 01;15;57;25
Okay.

01;15;57;28 - 01;15;59;15
Okay.

01;15;59;15 - 01;16;03;04
How valuable do you think it is
for students to have art programs

01;16;03;04 - 01;16;06;03
like our own dance
and theater programs in schools?

01;16;06;29 - 01;16;08;15
I cannot stress this enough.

01;16;08;15 - 01;16;11;20
I think it is the most amazing thing ever,



01:16;13;07 - 01;16;16;22
because | think so much of

01:16:17;29 - 01;16;20;29
the academic structure and.

01;16;21;04 - 01;16;24;03
What the world of, okay,
what the what the.

01;16;24;03 - 01;16;28;21
World as a society
has put on to younger generations

01;16;28;21 - 01;16;30;05
and what they want to educate younger

01;16;30;05 - 01;16;34;01
generations is academic, Stem, humanities,
that kind of stuff.

01;16;34;01 - 01;16;36;25
That's obviously
what runs the world nowadays.

01;16;36;25 - 01;16;39;19
And so no one's denying that
it's important.

01;16;39;19 - 01;16;44,27
But | think art and creativity
is just equally important.

01;16;44;27 - 01;16;49;28
It's just a different type of importance
to society in the world overall.

01:;16;50;07 - 01;16:55;09
And | think generally people are
so caught up in like, you know, politics

01;16;55;09 - 01;16;58;09
or whatever stuff happening in the world
that isn't really art related



01;16;58;23 - 01;17;01;27
that we completely forget that,
like us humans,

01:17;01;27 - 01;17;04;27
like we can be creative
and like make things.

01;17;05;01 - 01;17;07;19
And | think that's just
that's just as important

01;17;07;19 - 01;17;11;20
culturally and socially as like

01;17;11;22 - 01;17;17;01
Stem humanities and like, college
working will ever be

01;17;17;01 - 01;17;21;24
because like, generally like | just think
we gotta live our lives and be happy.

01;17;21;24 - 01;17;23;24
But obviously that's not
how the how the world.

01;17;23;24 - 01;17;25;18
Works, you know, like.

01;17;25;18 - 01;17;28;18
But | think so
basically connect that to high schools.

01:;17;28;18 - 01;17;31;20
I think having those programs being

01;17;31;20 - 01;17;34;20
so like well taught and like,

01;17;34;20 - 01;17;38;05
we like having so much equipment
and like so much money



01;17;38;09 - 01;17;42;09
to support these classes is so important
for younger generations.

01;17;42;20 - 01;17;44:;03
And it it makes me really sad

01;17;44;03 - 01;17;48;12
that a lot of schools or a lot of places
that aren't as like rich that or had

01;17:48;12 - 01;17;50;27
these opportunities
can have classes like this

01;17;50;27 - 01;17;54,08
because | think they're just as important
as academic courses.

01;17;55;06 - 01;17;57;16
Because the world isn't just

01;17;57;16 - 01;18;01;21
like math or guff or,
you know, all that stuff.

01:;18;01;21 -01;18;04:18
| don't even know. Like, it's
not all that,

01;18;04;18 - 01;18;05;24
always about that.

01;18;05;24 - 01;18;09;02
Even if you love it like and like
if you love it, that's different thing.

01;18;09;02 - 01;18;12;02
But it's like a lot of the times,
it's like students are pressured to

01;18;12;06 - 01;18;12;28
learn about this



01;18;12;28 - 01;18;16;23
because they know that's what is good
or will make money, make it live like.

01;18;17;05 - 01;18;19;24
But | think that personally,

01;18;19;24 - 01;18;23;00
you know, personally,
I'm not going to stress myself on that

01;18;23;00 - 01;18;27;18
because that's not something | want to do
and | don't want to live my life

01;18;28;26 - 01;18;33;01
doing something | hate, doing something
that will like, bring me fulfillment.

01;18;33;17 - 01;18;37;16
And if you. Are chill with that, you can
go ahead and do physics or whatever.

01;18;37;16 - 01;18;39;06
Like, | don't know, but.

01;18;39;06 - 01;18:43;18
I, I'm not like | think people
have different things they love.

01;18;43;18 - 01;18;48;11
And if you love these, if you love
academic courses, I'm happy for you.

01:;18:48;11 - 01;18;49;17
But a lot of people aren't.

01;18;49;17 - 01;18;53;08
Again, like | said,
and | think having these courses to help

01;18;53;08 - 01;18;57;10
us like, shape



and like find what we actually like to do,

01;18;57;26 - 01;19;02;04
even if you end up not liking these
classes, still gives you more options.

01;19;02;12 - 01;19;06;18
And the real world has so many options
like you can't even count.

01;19;06;18 - 01;19;09;04
Like it's not like classes
that you can take, you know?

01;19;09;04 - 01;19;12;10
So | think having these extracurriculars
and extra like

01;19;13;01 - 01;19;16;03
SO0 many opportunities, like I'm so lucky
to have that in such like a,

01;19;17;09 - 01;19:17;26
and such a

01;19;17;26 - 01;19;20;26
good community too, and such like,

01:19;20;27 - 01;19;23:27
what's the word like?

01:19;24:19 - 01;19;25;25
| don't know where it's like.

01:19;25;25 - 01;19;29:;07
I'm so lucky, you know, like to have this
and live in such like a.

01;19;30;03 - 01;19;33;27
Like a well-off,
well put area that is not poor.

01;19;33;27 - 01;19;35;21
Like, how does that is?



01;19;35;21 - 01;19;40;04
That's the like, Like yo.

01;19:40;04 - 01;19:42;23
Yo where. Yeah. Like lowkey. Like,
you know what | mean?

01;19;42;23 - 01;19;45;18
You know, like other,
like places all over the.

01;19;45;18 - 01;19;48;14
World and like are
can are going through so much fortunate.

01;19:;48;14 - 01;19;51;10
Yes. I'm so fortunate to be here.

01;19;51;10 - 01;19;52;13
Yeah. Okay okay. Whatever.

01;19;52;13 - 01;19:55;14
Yeah. Okay. But like other places, around.

01;19;55;14 - 01;19;58;25
The world, like kids aren't experiencing,
like, maybe even school at all.

01;19;58;25 - 01;20;02;05
So generally, | just think
how these courses are so important,

01;20;03;13 - 01;20;07;11
for young people, because it helps us
find what we like to do and what we,

01;20;08;14 - 01;20;10;14
want it, even if it does.

01;20;10;14 - 01;20;13;26
Like it doesn't, it gives us options in it
that gives us opportunities



01;20;13;26 - 01;20;17;12
to find ourselves and like,
find a purpose.

01;20:17;12 - 01;20;20;12
You know, | think that's very important,
especially in times like these.

01;20;22;03 - 01;20;22;19
That's perfect.

01;20;22;19 - 01;20;24;25
That's perfect. Okay. Yay.

01;20;24;25 - 01;20;27;20
| was going to ask you,
what colors do you feel represent you?

01;20;27;20 - 01;20;31;21
And then that and then something
about like how supportive

01;20;31;21 - 01;20;35;16
your parents are,
and maybe about how people

01;20;35;22 - 01;20;38;22
how you want people to see you,
but that's, like, a lot.

01;20;38;28 - 01;20;41;19
Oh, | can try making sure. But | will.

01;20;41;19 - 01;20;45;01
Yeah, | think probably, Which one
do you want me to answer like this?

01;20:45;02 - 01;20:46;19
Whichever one you feel.

01;20;46;19 - 01;20;49;12
| think colors is, like a pretty good one.

01;20;49;12 - 01;20;50;01



| think.

01;20;50;01 - 01;20;53;07
| think | was, like, about this,
and | was thinking, like, a bright orange,

01;20;53;15 - 01;20;58;09
because | think me personally, I'm
very outgoing person, and bright

01;20;58;09 - 01;21;03;08
orange is like, a very outstanding color,
| think, compared to other colors.

01;21;04;13 - 01;21,06;07
Well,
in my opinion, it's like pretty bright.

01;21;06;07 - 01;21;09;07
| don't know,
| think it's just very it's warm also.

01;21;09;12 - 01;21;11;19
And that's like the kind of energy
| want to give other people.

01;21;11;19 - 01;21;14;19
Like,
| want to give bright orange energy like,

01;21;14;28 - 01;21;17;14
and bring positive vibes to the room.

01;21;17;14 - 01;21;18;17
And that's what | get from orange.

01;21;18;17 - 01;21;21;26
So should change in this time. Let's go.

01;21;22;07 - 01;21;22;20
Okay.

01;21;22;20 - 01;21;26;27
| think that the next one that | would



want to do would be like, how supportive.

01;21;27;08 - 01;21;29;23
Okay, so,

01;21;29;23 - 01;21;33;25
I 100% thing my parents are super
supportive of what | love, and they know

01;21;33;25-01;21;37;28
I love this, and they know that,
this is something | want to do.

01;21;38;05 - 01;21;41;19
And though | think the way they say
that they support me is like,

01;21;42;01 - 01;21;45;02
| don't want to say the right way
to support a kid, but | feel super

01;21;45;13 - 01;21;47;02
thankful to have them,

01;21;48;08 - 01;21;50;20
not just saying,
like, you'll go do whatever you want,

01;21;50;20 - 01;21;52;13
but also like helping me.

01;21;52;13 - 01;21;54;16
My dad is okay,
let me tell you about my dad, okay?

01;21;54;16 - 01;21;56,08
He's literally this freakazoid.

01;21;56;08 - 01;21:58;10
He literally makes Google sheets.

01;21;58;10 - 01;22;02;11
Of, like, every single dance convention
and every single person in which, like,



01;22;02;22 - 01;22;05;12
in which team they are like which studio
like which like they

01;22;05;12 - 01;22;08;12
maybe not studio,
but like like which like,

01;22;09;12 - 01;22:11:19
convention like company.

01;22;11;19 - 01;22;15;15
They're in and like who they travel with,
like who's and what and like he's

01;22;15;15 - 01;22;17;11
literally crazy. Like he makes.

01;22;17;11 - 01;22;20;13
Google Sheets
that he puts as wallpaper on his computer

01;22;20;13 - 01;22;22;19
so he can look at it
every time like that. You freak.

01;22;22;19 - 01;22;23;23
And he has a calendar.

01;22;23;23 - 01;22;26;10
She's like, so on it.
He literally has like.

01;22;26;10 - 01;22;28;23
He's like a hypothetical like that.

01;22;28;23 - 01;22;29;28
But | was so thankful that.

01;22;29;28 - 01;22;31;07
He does it
because | would not be able to do it



01;22;31;07 - 01;22;34;12
without him, because he literally
he organizes all these things he has.

01;22;34;16 - 01;22;37;06
He buys flights
and he like, organizes the hotels, and he,

01;22;38;05 - 01;22;39;20
has like points racked up.

01;22;39;20 - 01;22;43;06
He's like globalist or like he's like,
he's like the highest like hotel,

01,22;43;07 - 01;22;44,02
like very membership.

01;22;44;02 - 01;22;46;16
Like, | don't know what he's doing,
but it's great.

01;22:46;16 - 01;22:49:15
And he's so supportive
and he loves doing it.

01;22;49;27 - 01;22;52;17
And he's just like engineer
Microsoft guys.

01;22;52;17 - 01;22;54:;04
So that's like so surprising to me.

01;22;54;04 - 01;22;56;03
Like, they're like,
you didn't want me to be like you lazy.

01;22:56;03 - 01;22;58;04
But, but he's. Like like, of course he.

01;22;58;04 - 01;22;59;12
There was that talk before.

01;22;59;12 - 01;23;02;14



This is a lot of times like when
| was younger, where | sure he's like.

01;23;02;14 - 01;23;05;09
You could always be a doctor or a lawyer,
you know, like like there.

01;23;05;09 - 01;23;07;07
Was that talk. But like,

01;23;07;07 - 01;23;09;14
we also talk about, like,

01;23;09;14 - 01;23;12;04
how it's important to

01;23;12;04 - 01;23;15;04
do what you love,
of course, but also in life,

01;23;15;12 - 01;23;18;29
you can't always do that, you know,
you can't always just choose happy.

01;23;18;29 - 01;23;22;19
Choose this and expect to live in this.

01:;23;22;19 - 01;23:24;:14
And then there's the political economical.

01;23;24;14 - 01;23;26;21
So like, you know that, you know,
whatever, whatever.

01;23;26;21 - 01;23;30;19
So he said it's important
to find the balance between choosing

01;23;31;09 - 01;23;34;00
something you love and something
that will actually support you in life

01;23;34;00 - 01;23;35;02
and make you money.



01;23;35;02 - 01;23;38;06
And | think that's really important,
and that's what | think

01;23;38;14 - 01;23;41;16
support being supportive
is, is helping this person,

01;23:41;16 - 01;23:44:16
not just letting them go
and doing whatever, but helping them

01;23;44;16 - 01;23;48;04
figure out what the right way
to come across it is, you know?

01;23;48;12 - 01;23;49;16
And same thing with my mom.

01;23;49;16 - 01;23;52;24
She's like super supportive of my dance
and she loves watching me dance.

01;23;52;24 - 01;23;55;18
And I'm just so thankful
because she's always there with me.

01;23;55;18 - 01;23;58;03
And with all my like, injury and stuff.

01;23;58;03 - 01;24;01;26
Both of my parents were super, supportive
and like, couldn't

01;24;01;26 - 01;24;03;05
have done it without that. Like song.

01;24;03;05 - 01;24:04:29
Hey, love you, mom and dad.

01;24;04;29 - 01;24;07;29
But | think overall, I'm really lucky
to have such supportive parents.



01;24;08;01 - 01;24;11;23
Like, | know a lot of people,
their parents are really unsupportive

01;24;11;23 - 01;24;16;07
of anything
that they don't want their kid to do. So.

01:24:17;11 - 01;24;18;:13
Yeah.

01;24:18;13 - 01;24:19;19
The and

01;24;19;19 - 01;24;20;03
do you want to

01;24;20;03 - 01;24;23;16
answer the one about how you want people
to see everything that's like, fine.

01;24;24;04 - 01;24,25;26
| have an answer to that.

01;24;25;26 - 01;24:27;14
Right? Okay. Like a simple answer.

01:24:27:14 - 01:24:29;04
| think we talked about this
like in our last

01;24;29;04 - 01;24;34;12
thing is that | just want people to see me
as, like, safe space.

01;24;34;24 - 01;24,36;02
Like,
that's really the best way to put it.

01;24;36;02 - 01;24;39;02
Like, | want people to feel uncomfortable
around me.



01;24;39;13 - 01;24;41;28
| want people to, like,
know that I'm like a person

01:;24:41;28 - 01;24:44;24
with good intentions and good values
because. And good morals.

01;24;44;24 - 01;24;49;13
Because | believe | am, that | want, like,
everyone to feel like they aren't judged

01;24:49;13 - 01;24;52;13
when they're with me because, like,
you know, safe space.

01;24:52;20 - 01;24:55:17
But also | want to, like,
| think | want to be like.

01;24:;56;27 - 01;24;58;23
Like | want to be a leader

01;24;58;23 - 01;25;02;20
in a way that | can lead people
to become better people,

01;25;02;25 - 01;25;06;12
not like telling them to do things,
but | want to make other people

01;25;06;12 - 01;25;09;12
feel like they can become better people
when they're with me, too.

01;25;09;17 - 01;25;10;04
And that's like.

01;25;10;04 - 01;25;12;17
Pretty deep, you know, not everybody like.

01;25;12;17 - 01;25;16;05
That's like something that is like,
kind of like | think about when I'm



01;25;16;05 - 01;25;18;12
just like shower. Thoughts,
you know, like.

01;25;18;12 - 01;25;20;02
But | guess that's just like

01,25;20;02 - 01;25;23;02
putting it into words
makes it feel really interesting.

01;25;23;03 - 01;25;24;26
Because | never really,
like, talked. About that much.

01;25;24;26 - 01;25;26;29
Oh, yeah. Okay.

01;25;26;29 - 01;25;29;15
Last question. This is not for the.

01;25;29;15 - 01;25;30;28
Do you think | could.

01;25;30;28 - 01;25;32;17
Go. Back?

01;25;32;17 - 01;25;37;11
Apparently only in your,
Do you think that the. Love

01;25;38;02 - 01;25;40;14
| love you,
that they both of them would be down.

01;25;41;14 - 01;25;44;03
| don't know
who you better answer was like my mom.

01;25;44;03 - 01;25;48;25
She was the one who helped me
through my recovery most.



01:25;48;25 - 01;25;49;27
Like she knows most like that.

01;25;49;27 - 01;25;50;28
But my dad, he also.

01;25;50;28 - 01;25;53;05
Like knows about that. Like he.

01;25;53;05 - 01;25;55;02
He's like he knows about like.

01;25;55;02 - 01;25;56;25
Yeah you could lowkey
do both them at the same time.

01;25;56;25 - 01;25;59;14
Like they can they know like. Yeah.

01;25;59;14 - 01;26;00;04
Yeah they're.

01;26;00;04 - 01;26;02;06
Both for each other
| think they're chill guys like again.

01;26;02;06 - 01;26;03;10
Should | like as a NAS.

01;26;03;10 - 01;26;05;20
Should | like wait till later.

01;26;05;20 - 01;26;09;01
| think my | don't know
if my mom has plans, but | can ask her.

01;26;09;01 - 01;26;11;24
She'll, she'll be okay with it for sure.
But I just don't know what.

01;26;11;24 - 01;26;14;13
Oh, Ren said, yo, | told.

01;26;14;13 - 01;26;16;09



Poncho | would come up.

01;26;16;09 - 01;26;18;03
With some fight. Choreo. Want to help?

01;26;19;14 - 01;26;22;05
Do you want another commitment?

01;26;22;05 - 01;26;23;20
| don't know anything about fight.

01;26;23;20 - 01;26;26;19
Fight. Curious.

01;26;26;19 - 01;26;27;23
Wait, where's the fight?

01;26;27;23 - 01;26;29;24
Choreo.

01;26;29:24 - 01;26:31;18
Oh, the hot tub is closed. Broken?

01;26;31;18 - 01;26:32;25
Oh, okay.

01;26;32;25 - 01;26;35;12
We're not going to the hot tub, | guess.

01;26;35;12 - 01;26;36;17
It's papers.

01;26:36;17 - 01;26:38;28
Instrumental.

01;26;38;28 - 01;26;39;21
The hot tub?

01;26:;39;21 - 01;26:43;04
No, no, I'm fine, I. Oh,

01:26;44:15 - 01:26:47;:12
wait wait, wait,
let me let me talk to mom.



01;26;47;12 - 01;26;48;08
Are you.

01;26:48;08 - 01;26:51;06
How long do you think
it would take the interview? Like,

01;26;51;06 - 01;26;52;10
hopefully shorter.

01;26;52;10 - 01;26;53;19
| mean, they go.

01;26;53;19 - 01;26;56;07
Yeah, as long as we know that's my fault.
Because | was talking earlier.

01;26;56;07 - 01;26;58;22
| also had too many questions,
like my teacher told me.

01;26;58;22 - 01;27;00;10
To do when [. Yeah.

01;27;00;10 - 01;27;00;22
You definitely.

01:;27:00;22 - 01;27;02;03
| don't like. Mean.

01;27;02;03 - 01;27;04;21
So is that is not your fault.

01;27;04;21 - 01;27;07;02
| say around 30 minutes.

01;27:;07;02 - 01;27;09;25
| think 4550 | think.

01;27;09;25 - 01;27:13;28
Yeah, that'll be about it
because it'll it'll be mostly about you.



01;27;14;05 - 01;27;15;03
Okay. So like.

01;27;18;18 - 01;27;24;22
Who. My dad

01;27;24;22 - 01;27;27;22
also is at home, so probably
just with my mom.

01;27;27;29 - 01;27;29;09
Right round.

01;27;29;09 - 01;27;30;19
It's just done.

01;27;30;19 - 01;27;32;01
Oh yeah. | can turn it off.

01;27;32;01 - 01;27;32;18
Goodbye.

01;27;32;18 - 01;27;35;05
Thanks for listening to my podcast. Bye.



