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00:05 Jack: This is Jack Clark interviewing my sister Abby Clark, we’re going to like, uh...
remember about Sweet Tomatoes.

00:06-00:16: ...
00:26 Jack: So um what are some of your memories of going to Sweet Tomatoes?

00:31 Abby: Um | remember it always being a good time... and | remember... Lots of food
options, there's also variety. | tried a lot of new things there

00:48 Abby: And | remember | had good times there.
00:50 Jack: Ok, uh, what else?

00:52 Abby: Um | remember that when you went in, you have to grab a tray and then you got
new like salads and vegetables first and then you had to sit down before you got, like, hot food

01:02 Jack: Hm

01:04 Abby: Like pizza, and soups, and stuff

01:08 Jack: Yeah. Um, which food was your favorite and why?

01:12 Abby: Um | have to say the self-served ice cream, that was always my favorite part
because you can put how much you’ve wanted, and you can put all the toppings you’ve wanted
and... yeah.

01:29 Jack: Hm, really...

01:32 Jack: Why was it so good for families?

01:34 Abby: It was so good for families because there were a lot of different varieties of food
and it would please everyone, there was like chicken noodle soup, and there was pizza for the
kids, but there was also like salads for their adults n’ stuff

01:56 Jack: Ok, Uh were you surprised when it closed?

02:01 Abby: | was surprised when it closed. | was very sad, it was very abrupt, it was like, it
was doing fine the week before then all of a sudden it closed down due to COVID.



02:12 Jack: Yeah...

02:16 Jack: Ok, so do you have any friends that went to Sweet Tomatoes?

02:20 Abby: Yeah, one of my best friends went to Sweet Tomatoes quite often with their family
and | had other friends that would go there, and | would sometimes bring friends with me to
have parties like after the end of the year or the end of the summer.

02:38 Jack: Ok...

02:40 Jack: Um, anything else?

02:43 Abby: Anything else? Umm... | really miss Sweet Tomatoes and [Nelfeardiaboutthe new

location in Arizona and | am really hopeful that itll make a comeback for California.

02:56 Jack: Ok...

02:59-3:00 Jack: Have you ever thought of Sweet Tomatoes in your mind?

03:02 Abby: Yeah, | have. | think about it quite often, and | think, y’know what I'd really like for
lunch, Sweet Tomatoes, n'... yeah. I've also been to a place in Gilroy called, like, Fresh...Salad?
And it's kind of similar to Sweet Tomatoes and that’s pretty cool

03:22 Jack: Really?
03:23 Abby: Hmh

03:25 Jack: Ok... How did you react when you heard the news of a Sweet Tomatoes location
that started reopening?

03:32 Abby: | was very hopeful because it makes me think that if they reopen one location, they
can reopen more, which would mean | can go again

04:10 Jack: So how does the restaurant community shape the atmosphere of your personal
connection to the brand?

04:19 Abby: Well, since the restaurant was close to many neighborhoods, like ours, it was easy
to walk there together— we did that a lot on weekends for lunch and dinner. There was always a
table, and the casual atmosphere was fun, and we all got to have what we loved, so everyone
was happy in the end.

04:36 Jack: Ok... How do you think the closure reflected what was happen-happening in the
restaurant industry during the pandemic?



04:43 Abby: Well, during the pandemic, there was... there was not able t-you weren’t-you
weren’t able to go out to eat, you had to get takeout or delivery, and restaurants like Sweet
Tomatoes weren'’t... able to delivery or orders because of the nature of the restaurant, so that
lost a lot of their business, which probably caused them to go bankrupt and then ended up
closing

Conclusion

Sweet Tomatoes was a really beloved restaurant by my family and other people, and they really
miss it and hope it will come back in the future. It must've been really vulnerable to close so fast
during COVID, it must have been due to something that affected not only due to Souplantation
shutting down, but other businesses that have buffets.



