
Interviewee: Carlos Corlay 
Occupation/role/title: Owner of Estrellitas Mexican Restaurant  
Date: March 7, 2025 
Location: Estrellitas Mexican Restaurant, Mountain View, California, 971 N San Antonio Rd 
 
00:05 Carlos: Okay… Hi! My name is Carlos Corlay, and I am the owner of Estrellitas 
Restaurant in Los Altos, and Jack has some questions for me. 
 
00:25 Jack: So, what's the biggest difference between the restaurant during Covid and before 
Covid? 
 
00:32-00:47 Carlos: Well, before Covid, the restaurant was full of people a lot. 
Sometimes, I wanted to be more full of people, but when, during Covid, of course, we had to 
shut down, like all restaurants did for a little while. 
 
00:48 Carlos: We tried to survive on takeout food. But you can’t survive on takeout food. 
So the government helped a lot. 
 
00:56 Carlos: But it was a tough time. We were very different, very different times. 
 
01:01 Jack: Well did you ever worry about closing down? 
 
01:08 Carlos: When?  
 
01:09 Jack: During Covid? 
 
01:10-01:37 Carlos: Oh, well, yeah, there was a very, very, very hard time in the beginning. 
No sales were coming through. Nobody was buying food. The takeouts came once in a while, 
but nothing like having a restaurant open. But the government helped a lot. If it wasn't for the 
government and my landlords, I would not be having this business the way it is right now. 
 
01:38: … 
 
01:48 Carlos: …I'm sorry? 
 
01:49 Jack: Where are you now? 
 
01:54 Carlos: Where am I now? Yes. Well, we're… What do you mean, where am I now? Here 
in the restaurant with you? (laughs) I'm at the Estrellitas restaurant? (laughs) What do you 
mean? (laughs) 
 
02:09 Jack: (Laughs) I didn't read that. I mean, so far, what is your restaurant like, doing right 
now? 
 



02:18 Carlos: Oh, it's, Well, it's doing a lot better right now. 
 
02:21 Carlos: And now it’s Tuesday with restaurants. It's pretty full. Sometimes I wish it was 
fuller, of course. 
 
02:28 Carlos: But overall, we're getting through, and I'm just happy to be here. Some 
restaurants, a lot of restaurants did not make it. 
 
02:37 Jack: Really? 
 
02:38 Carlos: Yeah… 
 
02:48 Carlos: Do you have more questions, Jack? 
 
02:49-02:56: … 
 
02:57 Jack: Have you ever heard about something called Sweet Tomatoes? 
 
03:01 Carlos: Sweet Tomatoes? That restaurant chain that closed down during Covid?  
 
3:04 Jack: Yes.  
 
3:06 Carlos: Yes, I remember reading about that, and I’ve been there with my family, on a few 
occasions. 
 
3:12 Jack: (Oh really?)  
 
3:14 Carlos: I was saddened to see them go. They were good. It was good to go there with the 
family. They had a great buffet.  
 
3:23 Jack: Yeah, that restaurant was in my childhood 
 
3:31 Carlos: Well, hopefully it’ll come back someday. 
 
3:33 Jack: Yeah 
 
3:34-3:42: … 
 
3:44-3:49 Jack: And, that's it for today. Thank you. 
 
3:50 Carlos: Okay, Jack. Well, my pleasure. Any time you have more questions, I'll be happy to 
answer. 
 
3:55 Jack: Okay 



 
3:56 Jack: Okay 
 
3:57 Carlos: Goodbye, ron  
 
4:00 Jack: Hasta luego 
 
4:02 Carlos: Hasta luego (laughs) Okay. Muy bien, Jack, bye 
 


